One method of Critique for Images
Description

Describe the work without using value words such as "beautiful" or "ugly":

What do you see?
Describe the subject matter. What is it all about? 
Is the work representative(has a recognizable subject) or is it more abstract(the subject is less recognizable or completely unrecognizable)?
Composition and Content analysis:

What is the Center of Interest in the photograph? Is there a clear subject?

Where does your eye come to rest in viewing the photo? 
If there is more than one focal point, does that add to the photographs interest or distract from it? 
Where was the Center of Interest placed within the frame of the photo? 

Did they use the rule of thirds?  Include any other comments on the framing of the photograph.

What other eye control elements are in the photo (leading lines, contrast, diagonal lines, etc). 
Discuss any pattern or repetition in the image.

Identify some of the similarities throughout the work (i.e., repetition of lines). 
If the work has subjects or characters, what are the relationships between or among them?
Does color play a significant role in the image? If so, how?

Does shape play a significant role in the image? If so, how?

What about texture?

What effect does the framing of the work have - fragmenting the subject, isolating the subject, etc?

Did the photographer get close enough to the subject to include only what is important?
If a portrait, describe the subject. 

Does the subject look natural, posed nervous, happy?

Background:

How did the photographer use the tools of selective focus or depth of field to deal with the background?
Is the background simplified, included or a solid or is it nonexistent? 
How does the background add or distract from the message of the photo?
Camera Work(Technical):

Is the subject sharp and clearly in focus?
Are there parts of the photo that need to be clearly focused or out of focus?

Is the photo exposed properly? 
Is there detail visible in the brightest parts of the image?  
Is there detail visible in the darkest parts of the image?  
If there are areas of the image that lack detail, is that good or bad?
Describe the lighting. Is it soft or hard, dramatic or flat and subdued or bright?

 
Is the lighting flattering, interesting, etc.

Interpretation

Describe how the work makes you think or feel:

    Describe the expressive qualities you find in the work. What expressive language would you use to describe the qualities (i.e., tragic, ugly, funny)?
    Does the work remind you of other things you have experienced (i.e., analogy or metaphor)?
    How does the work relate to other ideas or events in the world and/or in your other studies?
Is it an emotional image, a story, a statement, a humorous photo, or what?  

Judgment or Evaluation

    How original is the work? Why do you feel this work is original or not original?
What do you like about the work?

    Any other comments about the success of the work.

Any suggestions on how to improve the work.
