Tips for photographing people with natural light

· Talk to the subject.

· Make conversation to make them feel comfortable, while dropping in instructions for their positioning

· Turn to the left a little, could you raise your chin a little, etc.

· Don’t be afraid to get very close, filling most of the frame. 

· You can use a slight telephoto so you are not in the subjects face.

· Don’t make them look into the sun(except for Clint Eastwood).

· Clouds/overcast is good. It softens the light, because there is a larger light source(the whole sky vs the sun) 
· If its not cloudy, try to shoot in open shade, using the sky as a main light.

· This creates a softer more diffuse light, with fewer harsh shadows

· Use the sun as a backlight, and use a reflector or bounce as your main light.

· You can use 3ftx3ft piece of foamcore as a bounce.
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· Use more front lighting to soften features

· In general, make sure the eyes are in focus.

· Use more side lighting for dramatic effect

· Will accentuate texture, which is not always good (except for Clint Eastwood).

· Use a fast enough shutter speed so as to not have too much blurring because of movement, unless you are going for the blurred, action look(especially for kids).

· In general shoot from eye level.

· Shoot from below to make the subject look powerful

· Shoot from above to weaken the subject

· Try shooting some shots with the subject looking into the lens, and others where they are not.

· Try to know what you want to do beforehand, such as where you want to place the subject.

· Try to shoot in an interesting environment.

· Watch out for distracting backgrounds, such as telephone poles coming out of someones head.

· Use a medium or long telephoto for full-face shots 

· To show some more of the subject's setting, use a standard or medium wide-angle lens 

· For a portrait of the sitter surrounded by their environment, shoot with an ultra-wide-angle lens 

· Use a reflector to help control any deep shadows

· If you are to shooting an environmental portrait, you can blur the background with a longer lens and/or a smaller aperture to focus attention on the subject.

· Try shooting both horizontal and vertical, if appropriate

· Try some tilting of the camera to add a dynamic flavor.

· Shoot at least some images without telling the subject to smile.

· They my smile anyway, with a more natural smile.

· Sometimes people’s timed smiles look forced.

· Spend some time.

· The subject will usually become more relaxed as you go on.

· But watch out for fatigue

