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h um Loyal Suhjccrs to 1 miwrous Rchds - i\ J{o~ ,11 Procl::unarion 
Hhl.·" lIt( lu,'i/ dUfiful (\- Immh/;: Ih',itillftlrmll t rmJ.:rn,' "~'cL' l\'t'!/,1O IIIho 111\\11;1' Jhan UI.(.,,"U"lnJ!, ILV H('''I.'I\, and rl 

of {h.' A.m~ ',\ pf('l(c(/iun "r(lm ,Jim \lom,'nl hm~ 'd,lol1l'ard (0 II J(L'~'olr~lIrm & Ind,,:~t1...1,·"t·C '1\ ,h..' tmf) flU..'aln 

.\(Jl\'tI/wn wuf" "' ri."iqw! Ihe: l,lH PtInm uf InJ lorlwu: &. lilt' last "rell' '?/ my Blood ljp(m Iht! I.~.mt!. 

«. o\:ll('lU. ~ \ 1l~O'I. O(UKto.:.r .L ,--1\ 

fll 176 1. fi ft een year'i before the Uni ted Sta tc~ of Amer ica bur3t onto 
the world stage \.\'ith the Declaration ofl ndcpendence. the rnel'ican 
colonislS were loyal Briti sh s\Jbjects who celebrated the cQronat ion of 
their new King. Gc:crg.e III. The colonies that strctchc:d from prescnt­
day Maine to Georgia wcn~ distinct ly English in charoctcr alt hough 
they had been setlled by Scots, Welsh. Iris h, Duten, Swedes, f inns , 
Africalls, French, Uennans. and S\""iss. as well as Engl ish. 

As Engli h men nod v. omen. the American colonists were he irs to the 
thineen,IH.:cntury nglish document, the Mag na Carta, which A Protl~mlulnn by lilt Kfnlt fo,' 
tilublished the principles that no one is above the low (not even the Suppre~i n~ R(bdllon wild "tdi 
Kina), and that no one can take away certain ri gh ts. 0 in 1763. " ..'hen \ U)!UJlI 13, 117S 'urn mort... 
(ile King began to oss~r1 his <lll ihorit) over the colonies to make them 
share the cost or the Seven Year:.' \Vl1r Eng land hud just fo ught a.nd 
won ~ the- ngllsh colonisl' prolesled by involo. ing their right!; alii free 
men nnd 10) al ubjects. h was only after a decade of repeated efforts 
on the part of the coloniSI5 to defend tbeir rights Lh at they resorted to 
armed conOicl and. eventually, 10 the unthin kablc-·separatiol1 rOlll lhe 
mOlhcrland . 

Pu ll in~ Down .hr !'itaiUl' uf Geo 
III at Bo",'liD1:. Gre~n in r.mHI" 
Manhanan, lIil pllinti og 
(reprodu cllon) by \\ iUiam \"ill{ 
t llS? IClint ruOf'!.:.. 
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A Proclamation by the King for Suppressing 
Rebellion and Sedition, August 23, L 775 

Vi. I\' Image: I I 2 

B 
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PRO C L f ATl ) 

For uppr.:Oing Hcbdli n and Sedition. 

B) the sp rin~ of 1775, peace 
gave way to anood conllict • 
and Conoord . Ignoring one I, 
plea ror peace in a messase I 
Ihe Oli ve Bmnch Pelilion. III 
proc lai med in th is document 
'ulORies stood in Opt'll rebe ll 
authority Gnd were subject 10 

penalty. as was any British SI 

foi led 10 rcpon rhe knowlcdg 
rebellion or conspimcy . This 
literally Iransrormed loy"1 su 
In itorous rebels. 

RhonA! Arch" ~"i- Record"! QIII1\ 
and COJlfcJemulll] Cungre:-t'CS an 
Loo"muhonal (;om cm ioo 

",,, \ 

I t eJ 
J 
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Pulling Down the Statue of George III at Bowling Green in Lower Manhattan, 
painting (reproduction) by William Walcutt, 1857 

After bearing the news abou, 
ind<pondence on Ju ly 9. 177, 
New York Ci'y celebrated b) 
down a :-;talUe of the King th( 
to view :1." a tyrnnL 

Cour1es~ of l.lIlil)'I!Ue College Ar 
r" .. tl ln . Penns) l~'uniD 

Iclose th is image ""nr 
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Cour;lgt· of th~ hlUndl'r~ - rill' I'cri lou~ RO.lU ro Ind~p~l1dcm:c 

The sole governing aUlhority pre~iding over [he tumultuous e ve nts of 
the Amerknn Revolul iun belwcl'n 1774 and 1789 was a body lnO\"'1l 
itS Congress . \Vi th no power lO regulAte commerce or lay laxes, and 
with lillie abili ty to enforce an)' of its de isions. thi s grouP. 
represeoljng. the thi rtc(.:n col onie~ . declared independence. cond ucted 8 

Wllr that defe..1ted one oflhe greatest military powers of its day. and 
invented n (Jew Iwl itical entity tho I oCoL:.umc a sovere ign independent 
JI'1I 10n . Its mem bers pondered c\'el')lhi ng trom 1he rightness of 
independence- 10 the numbe,r of niniS needed by the amlies-somelime:; 
wilh the enemy no t rfl r fro m 'heir doorStep. sscrt ing their righb. Ihey 
found themselves labeled a.s. traitors . 

The fi fty.rour men \\'ho composed til e First o nl inen,u l o ngress 
re presented d ifferent interests . religion!!.. aIld regions~ they he ld 
connict ing opi nio ns as to hoy. bcSI resto re thei r rights. Most did not 
kllow c-8ch olher; some did no t like each olher. With no histoT) or 
sliccess ful cooperation. they struggled to overcome their difTerences 
and.. w ilhoulllny way of Io. nowing if the rutllre he ld success or nooses. 
for them all, they started down a long and peri lous ro.ad toward 
independence. 

rhe A~rnmen l of SU n:(), 
Nu\c:ru~r 9, 1 77~ Idrn mQ!1... 

In lheOId Ralr~h T.,rm,lI 
ror l"espo ndcncr cOnl mi ttre al W 
hilnd ·~lnrC'd e.ng-ra'-;41g 
(rfprodou iotl) ..ncr fU U,,"lnliion 
l-IowjlnI p~ I., e•• I~J6 1t.1l r.Jl...Dl9 
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In the Old Raleigb Tavern, a correspondence committee at work, band-colore. 
engraving (reproduction) after iI1ustration by Howard Pyle, ca. 1896 

Wh il e no". of II I. memb.". 
Continental Congress was. ac 
ror treason, fi fteen \"'ho s ign( 
Declaration of Independence 
homes destroyed. four \\cre t 
captive, and one spellilhe "j 
1776 in Ihe woods. pur,,, -d I 
soldiers who had burned his 
Before Ihe end of the Revolu 
,"Var, lT13ny of thosC! who ~er\ 
C011linenaul Congr 5 suffer~ 
personaJ consequences for Ih 
of American l ibeny 811d inde 

C OIlr1ts) otlh:: (imo~cr Coil C(;li 
Y(1rk, Nt:1.\ Yurt.; 
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[;j>reVJOUS 

[2 
flll' Spirit of rh l' Rl'\ olution - nl~ Ucdararion of Independence 

II L' Iwld thl, . .,!' Jrr llh~· 10 Ix ..d/~l.'.wdt,tII (1i.I' ull m 'II ,/ f'{ ~" ~'tllc.:d '·f/'l.l.ll , IIdlll1L J m c. 'nt/lin 'r! hy Iht'.11 <. I tt, II " r 'nl 

'·i·tfal1lll1l. I/~I;"tlNl· Hlghh Ihm tlmon~ '''u.. U/L·I.~/L I I/~/'IY ImJ (11~' Pllf,\uilll/ 1IC11'1'''1fJ.#;s 

~. 

In June t 776,:IS nlOrnas Jefferson coml"",ed "draft of the lkclaratio ll 
of Independence from a second floor parlor of n bricklayer's house in 
Philadelphia. the largest jn\!ssion force in BriLish m il itary histol) was 
heoded for Now York ilarbor. By the lime the 1""1 o f the fi lly-six 
signers had aOixcd their names to the fina l. d ited dOCll ment months 
later, an invading fo rce o fSri ti!;;h soldiers had landed at Staten lsland. 
the British hod taken New York. City, and <he American paTriots had 
committed Ihcmsclves to a long (lnd bloody struggle fur liberty {U) d 
independcnr..'c. 

Il nnt or ~hC' J)rd."tinn of 
The D iar.ui(m announced to tbe \\I orld 'he ~epBrnLion oflhe Ih ineen Indt'ptnd~n'.'r mudc in 1976 (or 
coIQllit."S from GretH Brit ain nnd the establishment of the United SLates nathlon's lOUl h .nnl~cn." ttl"" 
of America. It c :-.plained the cnulies of thi~ rad ical move with a lon~ Jis l more••. 

of charges against the King. In justifying [he Revo lution, it as erted a 
un ivers.'ll t ru th abo ut human ri..g.h.ts in \\ ords that bnve inspired 
Jowntrodden people th rough the age, and Ihroughout the world to ris. 
up agolnsl thei r oppres~ors,. 

Jefferson \ \rQS nor <lIming at original ity. The Uecl[lr3t ioll m:t icul iltes the 
highes t ide.1> o f the Revolution , belief, in liberty , equal ity . and the 
righllo self-delemJiuiliion . /\ 01erk.a ns ern braced a view of thc.' ,"" orld in 
which n person's posi tion was delenninc:d. no t by binh. rank, ur title, 
but by taJenL abil ity , and enterprise. It was a w ide ly he ld v iew, 
ci rculated in newspapers. pamphlets. senno"'. and s~h()() l book s; btl( 11 
was Thomas JelTerson, the 33-) ear-uld planler fro m Virginia. who put 
the irnmonal Yto rds 10 it. 

On July 4 , 1776, Congress completed its editing of the document that 
redlk:ed the text by 2.5 percenl ("m utilations" is what Jefferson called 
it ) and fonnnily adopted the Declanil ion; on July 19. Congre>s o rdered 
that a formal COP} or the Dcclarariofl be prepared for members to sign; 
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I'rint of the Declaration of Indepcndence made in 1976 for the nation's 200th 
anniversary 

.1 ,,/), ,'".-'" 

/ ,
' 
/ • '.-;' -1 ,-

:. 

This print suggesl5 whal tho 
parchment I o~ed Ii~e when 
presented to Congress for th' 
to sign on Augusl 2, J 776. 

John Hancock, the President 
Conol"Css, WK3 the:- first to sig 
signature is larger than an}, 0 

page and di rct tly cenlered bt 
leXI . The signntures of lhe 01 
delegates are armnged fl't'lm I 

nccMding to the geQgr.phi.: I 
the ir s.tares, beginning with t'­

Hamps h.ire. the nonhemmoS1 
right. and ending with GeQrg 
sollthemmos~ on the left, Ev 
fifty·six dele!!"tes SIgned, nit 
all ofl ht!m were prese-nt on i 
~o l1le who wel'e present for II 
July..:1. never signed. 

The original, signed lJecloral 
~ igns of foding. handling. an1 
3 symbol of the Revolution's 
ideals, it has been lovi ngl) h 
proudly displayed over man) 
presem cunditioD 1.!. evidence 
indirference or neg1ect but 
devotit,.)O. To prc~ervc it for f 
generalions, wday h is on db 
senled 10 the most scienlificn 
advanc-.:d housing that pre tl 
l<ehnology can provide, 

NnU(lntd An.hi\C5. t ItlflcCe3$IOln::. 

Idos.e this unage W lr 
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THE Dill 0 IJllK'I'$ 

' 1111: Fir.,-r Con~ rinrrion - 'I he Arrid ..., of Confcdermiull 
II 1111\, if ill ,mr l'ftU "r 'tJ /'7t'!:III/!i, II Pl/d m' 'r IRam 

J IHrllmllf/ ;;h1ll11lr Mlllt' prl'!Jt:Il/. IId/ll 1101 h"r~'l/l·d ~IJI,..:L. IJIL' dm ,\ {!f 'puis mmlumr 

Ihl. MrlluJuy (II Cl nt'" 1I'(lrld J \ oj hOl1d 

1hdm.h P.lllil. I d'nl.lrl I J. I--t~ 

n 1[Owing otT the i3 riti sh monarchy on J uly~ . 1776. le ft Ihe United 
States \\ ith no central government. It had to d sign and lnstall a new 
government- and quickh . As early as May 1776, Congress advised 
ench of th. colollies to dl1lw up plans lor state governments; by 1780. 
all thirteen states had "dopted wrinen con"innions . In JUlie 1776. Ihe 
Contlnent-nl Congre~$ began to work on a pl an for a central 
StWerll lll cnt . It took five years for it 10 be tlpprovcd. fi rst by members 
ofConJ],ress and then by Ihe §:latcs. The rir5.1 altempt .11 H orl ':i t iwt fon 
for _b.c Inited ~LnI CS was called the ,\ rticles of Confrtdc l'J tion. 

A.-tldt..'Ii o(Conr,.dn ll l ioll. n ili fi 
This. fi rst conslitution W8S composed by a body thai directed mOst of " urt h J. 17MI t~ r", mUrt... 
Its o,nentiull to tigill ing alld w inning the War fo r Independence. h came 
into being.a t [} timc \\' h~11 AmC:r1C03nS had a deep-seated rear o f a 
centra l nUlhorit) "nd 1 (ll1g -~umd i llg luyahy 10 the stale in w hich they 
lived and often calied Iheir "COlIlll'} ." IIlt imale\y. the Article, a f 
Confedrralion proved un\\' ield)' .,nd inadttlUHlt to rcs()lve the issue 
that faced the United Suucs in its earliest years: bill in g.rsI1Hng. any 
rederal powers to a central 311 lhori ly-lhe Con federal ion Congress-lhis 
documenl marked a crucia step toward nationhood. The \rTicies of 
ConfedtratlOIl wen: in [orce from March I. 1781 , until March 4, 1789, 
when the present Conslilutjon \\tn t into efkcl. 

\~mbJ~ KooUl. YenM)'h 'anlll ! 
IIUD. r. hdu nam c:-d tn dcpr ndro 
HI&II, m~tjlJg pl~Ci!' or conr;rus 
If-11m IUO~... 
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[ close this ima ge w,r 

Articles of Confederation, ratified March 1, 1781 

View Im.ge: I I 2 I J I 4 I 5 I I> 

During the more than five lh! 
that the Al1 ic lt: s \\c:n: in c:rrt, 
Uni ted '[;utes foug.ht and \ "' 01 

for J"depende"ce. negolialed 
peace seule l11 enL. and crea[ec 
fUllC'lioning bureaucracy. Thl 
ach ievement of the govemm, 
the ,-\ rticles of Confederalior 
t787 Northwest Orrlirw.nce, \ 
provided for <he orderly exp' 
republican fonn ofgo\'cmml 
W~lem territories. 

This documen! consists of si 
parchment sritc:hed logcthC!L 

The 1.'1 heel bear. Iho siJ!l1' 
delegates from alllhineen 51J 

N~tiOflnl Arl:hl\\,.-';, Rcctlrus ofth( 
and Conjederauol1 CongJ'CSscs an 
[on....II!Utl Ol1al Con'\'OlliCKJ 
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fi"Charters Or Freedo111 
pre .... IOus. . \ r\' 4~ ' I 1 I T II' , .. 

'ibvcry and the Amcrimn Rc\'olution - Voices of Prmnt 
I ['r:hdJ llil/ddh' Il.'f,"'/ J/firWI' mo·d md \f}{}S..·J rill NIt. ulrh!' l'/ults HI IIh' 

~h(JmMc.·' rrf 1'/rlladt.'/pilltJ nwrkcl ul jJllblr~' \,;1/, ,a IJ ~/ah·.I(lr Ilf" r 

umllhls is Iht.' "uplfill of Pl.'mJ.{.11\·~min £I hutd IIlx" III lIN pr/lb:~,~IO" 01 LIPt°rty and ('hTl.''illtlnlll 

(01011-..1"ul ~",lln P,,-IIIM " Jllld 1~.lLl(( .... I ltulAJaJpJ ll.I IIL\' ~r4..... r. ht-U.1f\ - . 1-"'1"1 

The Rcvolution 's ideals of liber!) and equality existed side by side with 

the brut.al rea lities of human slavery. By the time of the Revnlul ion. 

:,hwcry existed in all the colonies, s lav . made up 20 percent oftho 

population. and their labor had becom\! a vilaJ co nbibution to the 

physical and economic development ofLh.: coloniL"S, The! existence of 

slaveI') ~rcatcd tensions iliat would strain Ibe: inlcgril}, oftht: United 

Stalcs for many decades. to come, 


The ociCl,)' of Frien.ds. a relig ious group uls() I-.nown n5 the OUilkers, 

formed the lil~t for","i.I1ti,lavcry society in 1775 . Thro ullhoullhe QUilkll!r fK'lllioh l u ('tJ"'ltrc"''t" 

Revolution, as the stales strug,gJed to find common sround. the issue of ()c tnbtr " . 17RJ IfIlC1t 0(,(... 

sluvery was $(.) d iv isive that it thre:llened h> shaner thei r frnglle union. 


Ole pr milu.:n t leaders ofthc: Revolution raised their voice, to 
oppose sla\<el) on moml grounds. Slaves and fr« Africans ttmbraced 
Ih.principles ofl iber!) and equali t) embedded In Ihe De.I,.ration as 
Iheir own best hop" fo r freedom and heller Ir.atml'nl. Mn y. flghling 
as soldiers in the American arm ies, helped to defeut lhc British, " hile 
euming thei r freedom and gaini ng the respect and gratitude o f so me 
whites . And clingin g 10 ,heir own understanding o f "all men H.(C 
created cqual.u thoy pushed The couOIry c loser to li ving uut L h~ fu ll 
promise nrits words. 

£Hz:Ilhrlb 10 1\1 umbd" Frer.man, 
wa'enolOT (re produtthm) b~" S, 
,\nnr Lhing!(lnn H:id l ll!~ Sedg"'i+ 
un t lellrn m ~.•. 

http://www.archives . gov/national_archives_ex~~i;,l:s!((h<lrters_ofJTeedom_5.html 51512005 

http://www.archives.gov/national_archives_ex~~i;,l:s!((h<lrters_ofJTeedom_5.html
http:Frien.ds


NARA IThe National Archives Experience Page 1 of2 

Giose this Image wlr 

Quaker petition to Congress, October 4,1783 

View '",ag": I I 2 I 3 1 4 

As ea rl y as 1688, tho Qua~er 
e'q) res.~ing their opposil ion II 
which Lhey considered 10 be 
petition, as~ing that Congre5 
slave trade. \I,:as signed by m 
five hundred Quake",. C i lin~ 
Declaralioll of Independence 
petilio l1 Slates that the slave I 

. . in UPPo)ilion 10 the sole 
dec larru ion often repeated in 
universal libeny." The petit;. 
in C()tlgress on October ~ an, 
subsequently Inbled. 

Nl'Irion.t.l Archi,.:s . Records 01 the 
ami C(lnfederat ion LQngrc:ssa;t" 
'oo!,UtllIl0ntd (,.'ulIHnlloo 
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Iclo~e this Imag e wlr 

Elizabeth "Murnbet" Freeman, watercolor (reproduction) by Susan Anne 
Livingston Ridley Sedgwick, 1811 

In Stale!'. where sla ....es were C' 

::l !i p~rst)ns before the law. thl 
and someLimes \\ton, thei r fre 
courts . Elizabeth Freeman 3(" 

freedom Rfier pe li Lionin,g. the 
Mas,",chll$e tts in 178 1. "An) 
I was a slave." she said, "i f 0 

freedom had been offered I 
bad been told I mus t d ie "tth 
fha l minute', I would hnve 1Il~ 
stand Cine m Inutt .. . on God 
free w ~'1 ITHUl . 1\\-'ould." 

C"onrt(!:t) MasSik:hu~c'U.s. HisIPw.:"J 
ROilon 

I·dose this. Image w lr 
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next 

[ he C(}n~rit\lti(lnal Conn:ntion - Creating the Con~liruri(Jn 
/Ih (om-lIll1lllm u/lh, I mh'd "'III. ,\/Iq. .~ I1f1r h4, 11r, jdhJ,,:J( J( /' /",',\ ,I 111\.1 111 

Ih.! f!tl:,prmg, 01 lJ ~mgtc hI (JUl. 11 tJ lI~Ir' fa !'I f! I l)~tlnh.:d a\ lh~ l~ or).. tI/ mLm,l ilLlIil, und num.' h,lUds 

Eleven years after the Declarmiol1 of Independence announced Ihe 
binh of the United States, tile sUl"vhal of the young country seemed in 
doubt. The \Var for Independence had been won, but econom ic 
depression, socia.i unrcst. interstate ri valries. and fore i£n intrigue 
appeared to be unmvcling the fragile onfederation. Tn early 1787, 
Congress called for a special cOllvc:nlioD of all the s18lcS to re\be the 
Articles ofCoofedefalion. On Seplember 17. 1787, aOer fOllr months 
o f secret meetings, the delegates to ule onstitutionn l Convention 

c-merged from the1 r Phi ladelphia m~c:tin8n om with an entirely new 

plnn of government- the .S. ConsutUlion- thnl th~ y hoped \\-Quld flnt prinl~d dNift ur th~ 


ensure th~ survival of.he ex pc rimenllhey had launched in l776. 
 ( tHl\"l l i utioo. , \ ugu~t 6, 1737. 
Hlrt'ktil'R"ef ku W1}n;", 

riley proposed a strung celltml go\'C'rnm('n t made up of Ihree bmnches: 
Irgiskll ive, execUlive', and jud icia.l: each v.··\.luld be perpetually 
res trained by a sophist icaled sci of I;hecks and ba lances. TIle) reached 
compromises on thl! Issue orslavery that leoft its finul resolu tion to 
nl[ure gc:nr;,rat ion . As for ratificBtion. the)" devised n procedure thm 
maximized tJle odds : the Constitution \,"ou ld be enacted when it was 
ratilied b)1nine. nOllhinecn. Slates. rhe Frruncrs knew lhey had not 
created a perfeci plan. but il could be rev;,od The CO"'tillllioo has 
been am""ded twenly·seven times and stallds loday as the longest· 
lasting written co.nstiwtion in the \",odd . 

rbe . ttnt a' tb~ Signin~ Clf tbr 
On Seplember 17. 1787. 1\\0 days .Oer Ihe flnn l \ ole.lhe delegates <:orutiru,ion. oil pain'ipg 
signed tile engrossed parchment shown in the Rotunda's .£:~nterpiece (rt l,(OduC'lion) b) lIo~8rd 

casco (handlrr ,hri....f). ,~O It...n 
fYUH'f__ 
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The Scene at the Signing of the Constitution, oil painting (reproduction) by HI 
Chandler Christy, 1940 

In draft ing the Consti tution. I 

delegates consu lted the " ;sd, 
ases, sifting through the coni 
r ol iticlll tmele; of their own d 
as (he histories of anc ient cit. 
TIley understood po\\rer to tx 
and hu mans I.() be su bject to j 

ins.t ill"::b . 

11,. deboles ins ide Ihe ",,,,,,ii 
\~ere healed nnd C(lllientious. 
delegates exam ined ~..,.er) ph 
c-onstlanion through li lt priSI 
ctl11 flicling inlCrcsc.s Ihey rep. 
l a rg~ 'S~ales arHI 5111011 SI'UCs., 
conunl!rcinlly based eConOIn 
stales with slave-hosed agric , 
c(;onmnies. HisHHY. poli.kal 
their own interests. and devo 
American experiment, all in t 
thinking. as they hammered j 

practical scheme of govemm 

CO:JnCSY oftlK Arctut..:C( of (he <­
Wa.~ l l1ngtun, DC 

Iclose .hi s image wlr 
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4iI prevIous next 

rh.: Hill of I{jglm - Ill': I-i....r Ten Amendmcnr to the Con~rirurilln 
1 h, \ul.:n.'tl ,J:-:ht, 0/ tlkWJr.iu,/ urt. 'm' 10" rl/ltmll.l.~~'d I' amnnl!,f" /,I.lr, IlIIh'n/\ fj(" mil \11 r'L" 'l'lb. 


I hI J ilf~ unlt.'n tJ.\ 1\ lIlr U \'JIll ht.·um Ul ,ho..' II huh ,'ohmJc. of human nl1tr1re. hy /h, hcmd 0/ 


th•.- d,,-inill' 11:1("(/ {.HId cun n~wr hL·l'I"{1.~lCl (If oh\·~.'url!d hy mol/oJl (w"t!r 


Freedolii "fspeech, freedom of the press. freedom of assembly , the 
righ t to a fair and speed) trial tile ringing phrases that invemory somt:' 
of Americans' most treasured personal freedoms- were no t initially part 
of the U.S. Constitu1ion. At the Constilutiontt l ConvenLion.t he 
proposaltu inelll~e' bi ll of rights ".s considered and defeated, The 
Bi ll ufRigl'" was added to the ConSli rution as the firs t ten 
amendments on December J5. J79 J. 

The ract that the onstitution did not include a bill of rights to 
specifically protect Americans' hard-\\on rights sp3rked the most RtlUU1 of I til: COllfcl"C"ce 
hent~d debates d ll r i n~ the ratit1calion process . To the Federalists. those (ommluH. _llpohucd to j(, (Uf. I 
who favored lhe on.slitulion, (l bill orri 'hlS was unnecess.nl)' because dlfTtrcnce& bC'h~' C'tD Ihl: lIouR all 

the Federal Govt'rmnenl WO!) limi ted in its powers and could not 
interf«c with the rights ol'lil e people or tit. states : also. mos t states 

Scout!!: \'tr;;I(...~ or Ihe Proll6Joed 
nrri~tt l ~. Sep'rm b,er 14. 1789 f~ 

had bill; 01' rights , Tu the Anti · Fed.m ll .ts, those" ho opposed tho mor,t ... 

Constiwrion. the prospect ur I!St;l bJi shing n strong I:cmtral go ....ernment 
without an explicit list of rights guaram~.td to the people \\'SS 
unthinkable. Throl.lghout the ra ti fical ion process. ind ividuals and state 
rati ficat ion conventions caJled for the adoption of a bill of rights . 

11" First Federal Congress took up the question 01' a bill of rights 
a lmost. immediately. Congress proposed ,welve anlendmenls (0 the 
states . Ten uflh~~c were add~d (0 the COrlSlirurion on December 15. 
179 1. 

The Bill ofRighlS tIt.t is on pernuUI.nr display he", is tlte Join t "'Itt Ihe R(>~ding Moom of an I RI 
Resolution pa~sed by Congress on September 25. J 789. propo~ing Ctnlul")' ~~ \ 'or"'- Coffee ...OU~ 
twel\'e-nol ICll-HmcDdmellts. The nni.l anicle, concerning the ratio of hQlI1lI·"olored tn~ravinl! 
constituents to each congressioml l representat ive. was ne\·er rnti fied by (rcpl'odutlloll ) ;tOer illU<iilntrion 

the Slates.; the second artjcie listeti. concerni ng congressional pay, wa.~ 1I"" ,ud p~ It. t .... 1890 tC'JtrllmO 
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Report of the Conference Com mittee, appointed to settle the differences betwE 

House and Senate versions of the proposed bill of rights, Scptem ber 24, 1789 


Vi.,.. Imng.: I I 2 I J 

This report. in the handwri ti r 
Conncct icul Scmllor Oliver E 
shows the finll ] word ing. on \I 

lk:-(';ome l.hc First AmcndlOcn 
C OIISlIUIl IC,ln . 

"'JnWtnil l Archl'\; e-s_Rc:-.;urd~ ul !Ih 
F~lu bll(d" Ilh dn: pemll~ion 'If ' 
S~nIl1': 

Iclose thi s Image Wl r 
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"In the Reading Room of an 18tb Century New York Coffee House," hand-col 
engraving (reproduction) after illustration by Howard Pyle. ca. 1890 

Th r. le of the rroposed con 
wa.'i: decided in the state- r81if: 
com entions (nint: slates had 
the: Consfilution 10 lake effec 
" as the subjeci of inlense de 
everywhere- in homes~ tavel11 

cofTeehouses, and neYl'spnpel 
time "ew rlampshirt bcc3n1. 
stale 1('1 rnlif) [he Con~titulio 
178 8. it had become clear th, 
people of the United ,ale< d 
bill of rig his 

Clluncs~ u(Th\! Gmn~cr ('one..:', 
, orl. t\C" Yol'k 

Glose this Image Wlr 
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Gprevlo u<j 

I 
I 

Dcclaratioll (!(Illdep "aCHer 
l ... iOw Icu"gc( I m ag~ liOea IrO "- !ot fi ;;-;] [ download hig l- rC'soluhon imoge) ~ [ morc r c i OtH COS (below 

."","" 

Drafted by 1l'K)mas. Jefferson bet ween June I I and June 
28. 1776. the Declaration o ft nde-pendence i!l. at once the 
na tion's mo~t cherished symbo l of liberty and JeOcrson's 
mOSt enduring monument. Here. in exalted and 
un forg uahle phrases. Jefferson expressed [he 
convictions in the minds and hearts offhe -\ merican 
people. The politic.1 philosophl o f the Declaration was 
not new; its ideals of illdividual libeny had aJready betn 
expressed by John Locke and the ('onl inent.1 
philo.ophors. What .letTerson did was [0 summari~ this 
phi losophy in ",.If-e"ident trulh, " ru)d scI fonh • list of 
grjevance.s again.s.l the ~illg in OHler to jU'i.ti(y bc.rorc the 
world Ihe br.a~il1g of tie, between Ihe coloni.> ano Ihe 
mother country , We invite )'OU to I"tsd a cranscription of 
the comple[~ tex t of the DectanJlion, 

G ISI. the declaration in person ,. 

L .1m lore: 
\lJl>l t the.. OLd,1I ,ltinn 

The article "Thrj)eclanlli9" or Inllel>endl'llce: A 
History;' provides 8 detailed account o f the 
Declaration, from its drafting through its preservation 
today at the l\ational Archives. 

"11,. Stylistic rtislry nrlhe Dt-ciarntiQn of 
Independence " by Stephen Lucas, By closely 
eX8l1l inin ) ils language. thi s. perccpthlc aniclc sheds 
liShl on Ihe Oeci"'OIion as a work of lileralure and of 

,.. ( ' 0 \. , ,~, .... ...: . , 

(Click Image to Enlan:e) 

"ute: The 8bm"1I! image nf thc I)edar:nion i!lil take:n fmm • 
engrll\'illg mAde by prhUtr Willianl J . Siolle in 1823 and 
lhC! mO.~t (nquC'nl l~ n'IJrod urfd \'c!Mlo," uflhl!! dIKu,"t,lI 
Tht ori]::l n litl Dtdarilliou «(Ji(,lurt'iJ belo,", ). uu~ ~I.hibil~d 
rh ROlund» for lilt> ( hllr1fn nf Fr<ptdum in "" lIj1jhinRlon 
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per>unsiOIl . From I'rologue, pr ing 1990. 

TI,. Vlrgini" Oerl.r.tlqllJlfJlli:h" >l rongly 
infl uenced Tho mas Jefier>On in wri ting the IIrst part 01 
the Dcclar:uion of Independence . It later provided the 
foundation fortbe Bill afRighls. 

Learn about Our allonal Trea.sure. interest ing and 
infonnativeo facts about rhe Oedanll ion and its hi flo tory . 

. I·"d 01/ ){IIn 1\ ,b .'IIt' ... 
Learn more about the WritinlLand Publ ici7j llgof lhe 
Dedaration of Independence. the Articles of 
Confcdcr:dion... and, [~~C Cons-ti rution of The t niled 
States by visi ling the lndependenre National 
Historical Park (Philadelphia. Penn<ylvania) v. . b si l 

Vicw document, from the Continental Congrc:!o>s EUl d 
the Co~tituliona l Con ~cntinn. pan of the Library of 
Congress' ,\merican M emor)' web site. Th is :-: ite "ISf) 
pro vides related Ill an u.'j.c ri p l ~ pri tUed. and Iconogrnphit 
materials. 

.. lop of poge 

Page 2 of2 

1)(:, hu.~ fndt!d budly~l"~1!1 bc-tIllUqo orpoor J'I ~cn iul 
Itc hnlqut duri ni! Ihr 19th ce nIUf)'. Todll) . thi.! pritet~" 
dO('lJmCnf II) ntaintahltd under fht' 11l~1 exltl.'tinR ~rthh III 

(ooditimn IlO "ihl('. 

.­

(Click I'"".:te to Enlarge) 
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I 

back Der/amfioll (!f Independellce 

TIW ~ T '1 I "TI( I TI "TI' 

The Stylistic Artistry of the Declaration of Independence [ printer-friend ly v enfQn 

hy Stephen E. Luca,fj 

Th~ Declaration of lndepe t\dence is perhaps the mO~l masterfully wri uen sla te paper of Wc.stem c ivil i.l.illiun. As Mu~ 
eoit Ty ler nOled almost a century ago. 110 assessment (l f i. cnn be complete wilhouc tak.ing itHO accounl ilS exlmord i, 
meri ts a...;;. a work of poli tical prose sfy le. Ilhough many scholars luwe recognized those merits. there are surprisingl: 
su, tained studios of the sty listic .rt istry of the Decloration.( I) I his essay seeks to illumi nate that artist ry by probing 
ui~co tJ r~e mitroscopkall)'-al the level "f the sentence, phrase. w urd, and sy ll ab k. Hy appronching Ih~ DeclaraHon i 
wny, we cun shed ligh t both on its Iih!rary quali ties. and on Its rh ''''r ical powe-r as a WOI' '-. designed to convince' a "ellJ 
worl d" tim! the American coJOI l te5 \,\ ere ju.q,lifiifi!d in seeking. t () csulb li sh themselves as an indept nde nl n:1tion.(2) 

Th~ texi of lne Declarnlioll can be divided inh1 five seclions-the inlR.'KIuclion, the pn:3mb lc. tbe i nd i clm~n t ofGeor~ 
the denunciiltioll oflhe British peop le', [lmJlh oonclusion. aecau~e ~pm;1!' doclt not penni l U!I lU e~p licate eAch seCltO 
full delail. we , hall sclccI rel,l"r., from eoch Ihal illustrnt. the stylistic artis try of ,h. Declaration as a wholc.(3) 

11,e iIUroduclion conSlslS of the fi rsl parugraph--a single. lengthy, periodic sentence: 

\~hell in ,h. Cours<: of h"mon c" tnL"lt be omes necessar), for ne people to d i ~so l ve the polil;.al bands 
which have connecled them with annther, and to a :,ume umong th.: power") of the eanh. the separutc: Bnd 
equal slalion to which the Ul'WS of 1\Jature and of Nature's God ent it le them. a decent respect to (he 
opinions of rnanlind r('quircs lhat they should declare the causes which impellhem to the sepllrarion.(-I) 

Taken oUl ofconle~1~ this sentence is so St.'aeral it could be used as the in troduction Iu a dc:l'laration b) any"opprt::ss 
people. Seen w ithin its original come,,'. ho"\ever, il is a model f subtlety. nuance, a.nd implication that \.I,orks On s.c ' 
levels of moaning and allusion !O orient readers ,oward a favorable view of America and to prepare them for 'he ro; ' 
the Declaration. From its magisterial opening phrase, which sets tht A merican Revolu tion within Ihe wholt "course 
h Uln~ events." to its assert ion that "the Laws of ature and of Nature's God l1 entit le America to a "separate and equ 
srntion among the po\\'ers oflhe eanh," 10 its quest for sanction fr00l "the opin ions of mankind," the introduction ele 
the quarrel with England from a pe tty political dispute to a major e\'ent in the grand sv.'eep of histo ry . .It dignifies the 
R~\olutiol1 as a con1e~1 of rrinciple and impli es. that the: Am c::ri can ctlti."e has 0 JKd ul claim 10 mora l lce; iLimacy-all 
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without mcnrioning [ ngl[md or AllJerica bi name. 

Ralner lhun defining rhe Dc In rmit) n'~ la~k as one of pe~uas;on . which would douhtless r1UM~ the defenses of rcndel1 
INCI! as imply that th l!re was. more thon one publicl} credihle .... iew orlhe Britjsh-Amt!rh:un conflict, the introd-.lcllon 
identifies the purpo.!J.c ofd1C~ Declnrolio ll as simply 10 "declan.:"-to announce puhlic ly in e~pl icil f~rm.s··lhl.! ·...:au~t " 
impe ll ing .~m.ric. 10 leave U,e British empire. This gives the Deel"mlion. at the outset an .urn of philosophical (in 
eighteenlh·ccntury sel)se o f th(· lenn ) objectivity thnt il wil l seek 10 maintain throug.hout . RtJth.er than presenti ng. one 
in a public cOnlro\o'e~y on which good ami decent people co uld diITer. the Declaration purports to do no more than a 
natural philosopht: r "vouJd do in reponing the cau.ses ofn n) physical event. llle issue, it impJic.s, is not one of 
interpretation but of observation . 

111e mos t imponant word in lilt introd uction is "neCeSSHI)'/ which in tl1 e eighteenth century carried strongJy 
detcnnini:-; ti c overtones. To say an act was necessary im plied that it was impe lled by tate or determined by the OJK'r.l 
o f inextricable natura l l aw~ and was beyond Ihe coli lrol of human agents. ~lllUS Chambcr~'s Cyclopedia defined 
"necessary" 8s "iliat which cannot bUl be, or cannot be o lhl:r'\\·bc-." "The common omion o f n~I..'"Ssit) and impossibih 
Jonathan Edwards \V I'Ott: in FrC!ednlJl Qf/he Will. "implies sOInelhing that fru ~tratcs endeavor or des ire. . .. That is 
necessary in ahe orig inal and propel' sense o f the word, which is, 0(' will bt::. notwithstanding .,11 supposabl oppo,i tio 
Characterizing the Revolu tion us nl2'cessaT)' suggested lhat it rt!sulted from constraints lhar operated with lawlike fort 
th roughout Ihe materia l un i.... c rse and within Ihf! sphere of human o.ct ion. T he Revolut ion v.as nOI merely preferable. 
defenCj;ible or justifiab le: . It \'\'Ii as inescapable, as incvitnble, as unavoidub le w,.h l1l thl! course of humun evcl)ts n.s l~ 
n\l)t ions of lhe tides or the chan8ln~ of the .se.asons \.l( llh in lhc I:OUl'be of nalUrnl c;venlS.( S) 

In\,C'Sling the Re\"olu lion with conllotati ons o f nc l.!C!ssi ty wa~ paniculnrly irnponanl because, accord ing fO the In\.\ of 
nations. reCOurse to war \ lra5 lawful onl) when it becam e "necc::ssary"--onl) \..,hen amicable negotialion had fuiled an 
other ahernaliv(!s for s ettlin~ the d ifff:renccs between rwo ~lat tS had been el\h:au~ ted . Nor \\ns. lhe urden or necessit, 
limi ted to monarchs and cSlnblished n.tions. Al the st." of the Eng lish C ivil Wa r in 1642, Pnrliament defendc-d its 
recourse [0 mil itDf) action ngai tlS[ Cho rles J in a It n~rthy dedarnlion demon:3tra ting, the "'Nt'cessil), 10 take up An-ns." 
Following this trad ition. in Jul)' Ins the Continenla l Con~ress issued its own Declaration Sening Fonh the Cau....es , 
Necessity of nu~i r "Ink- ing p Anns. W hen, a )'car I ll ler~ Congress decided the ..:olonies could no longer rdain their 
liberty within the Brilish emplre, it adhered to long--estabhshed rhetorical cOllven lirm b) describing independence- as 
mlltter of absolute and im ..-scapable necessil) .t6 j Indeed? the not ion I..l f net-cs3ity wa.~ so im portallt thst in addition to 
appearing in the introdoclion ~) fthc Declarati n. it \\ i.l.S invoked rndce Ill0 re at cruciaJjuncnlres in the re~t of the IC:\t 
appeared Ji-cqucntly in olher congress ional papers aller July 4, 1776.(1) 

Labeling the Americans. "om: people" and Ihe Britbh "another" was also laden w ith illlpl ication and performed sever 
importaIlt stralegic fUllcrions. within the Declarat ion. Fi rst, bccau.'i.e, (Wo aJien peoplC'S cannot he made ont., it r~in tnrc 
the notion tlHl.t breaking the llpoli,j.cnl bands" WTlh Eng.land ,-\ ~ a necessary step [n the coursc of human events. Arne 
and England were already separated bj' the more basic faetlhal lhe) had become fWO d i frerent peoples. The gu l f bel 
them was much more thun politicaJ: it was inte llectual. soc ial. moral. cuiturClJ and , according to the principles of nan 
could no more be repntred, a3 Thomas Paine said. than o ne could "restO re 10 U$ the lime that is past" or "giVe" to 
prosthution i t~ fomler innocenct;." To t[') to perpetmtte CI purely politi ca l conne...:tion would ~ "forced and unna tural 
"repugnaul to reaso n. to the un i vC'r.t~1 order o f lh ing~, "l g ) 

Second, once it h, gnmled that Ant ri eans and EnglishlU (l:1] arc ",,"0 d istinct peoples. the con fl ict between them is less 
likely 1.0 be seen 3S 3 civi l wnr. The Conlincnl,J\ C'(lng.rcs~ knew America ~~oul no t wi lhstnnd Britain's military migh 
\\,i lhollt foreign assi lance. But thcy also knew }\ mcricn could nOt r~ct! ive as!'tistancc: a.. lnng ilS the co loni~ were fig 
a civil war as part of the British em pire. To he lp the co lon i~~ w()uld consli tule int~rfe ren~ in Oreul Britain's intl;lmn l 
aff-airs , As 'nnlUcl Adanls explajned. "no foreign Power can \.:onSis.1enlly yield Comfort '0 Rebels, 01' cnte r into any I 
ofTreary \\'itJl lhese Co l onie~ hll they declarl: Iht:msclves free and independc-I1t. " TIl t:: crucial factor in opcll ill !!- the \\ 
for foreign aid was the acl of decloring i"depend.n"e. But by defining America and Englnnd as two scpurate peopl", 
Declaration reinforced the pCl'ception that the con flict was n t a civil wart lhcn;!by. · Congress noted jn its debates ( 
indcp\!Jldence, making it nn re '\~(}nSiSlenl with Euro pean delicacy for [ uropeun powcrs to treat with u:;, or c;ven to 
receive an .~ 1I1bnssodor."(9) 

Third, de{jttln~ the A mericans ElS a separate people in the i DtnxJu~tjon cas.~d the task of Invoking the right of revolu t 
in the pream ble. ]l1at right, according to cighteemh.-.century revl.llutioRltT)' pri nciples. could be invoked only in Ihe nt 

d ire o f circumstauces-\o\ hl'n u rt>s istanc~ was absolutely neces.sary in order to preserve the nation from sla..... ery. misel 
and ruin"-and then only by .. the Body of lhe People:. " If America and G reat Britain were seen as one people. Cungrc 
could not jusli f)' revolution again!)1 the British government for the s imple reason that the body of the people (of \~ hit 
Americans ""ould be only one part) did not sUPlJOn th~ Amt:.rican cause. Fo r America (0 move against the govern me 
such circulllstances would not be a j Ul)lifil1blc act o f resistance bUI "'a sort of Sedit ion, Tumu lt , und War , . , a iming ( I 

at the sa lisfaction of privale Lust . without regard h> me pu blic Good." By defi [l i llg th e: Amcric;:ms ll.'io a ...eparnte poop' 
Congress could more rcadily s.atisfy t.he requirement for invoking 'he righ t of r~\'oluti on that ti the who le Body of 
Subjects" ric;e up againsl th~ government "10 rescue themselves fro m the mos t violent and illegal oppressioos."( )0) 
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Like the IIUmduCliorl, the next sec tion. o f the Dec l arntion~- u"'iua ll y refel'T\!:d to il ~ lht preamble •• is ~~(1 lversijl in tone an 
scope. II eontain' no explicit reference to the British. Am.rican conflict. but out lin .. a general pht losophy fgo"ern 

that lnake~ revolution justifiable. even nlcrilorious: 

We ho ld th st mahs 10 be self-evident, that a ll men <i re- created ~qual , t hat th!.!}' arc endo~cd by the,ir 
Creator with ccnain unnlienable Rights. thaI among these are Li fe. Lihcny und the PUrsuit o( Happlnc~!I . 
lnal (0 secure tllcse rights. ( Jovemments are instituted among Men, de riving thei r jll!a po'~ crs from lh~ . 
consent ofthe governed . That whl!nl:\'~r any rOml o(Goy.ernmenl becomes destrucl~\le ~lthe~t en.b. 1( 15 
tho Right of Ine People to alter o rto abolish it, and to institute new Governmem. luy ~ng Its foum!auon ,on 
!:ouch principles and organi7ing its powers in such form , as to lhem shall 5ccm most,"ke l), to etTccl ,heir 
Safety and Happiness. Pnldence. Indeed, will dictate thOi GOV<'mmenlS long establIShed ,hould not be 
changed fo r light and trans it n. causeS: and ace rding ly all experience hath sh?w~ lhol m~nki nd are ~ore 
disP<'~d 10 suffer, while evils are suffemble. than to right them selves by abo.hc;h~ng ~e forms t wluch 
they arc accustomed. Bul ",ben a tOil I! tra in o f abuses and usu~ati o,n~. pll~U II.lg Jn ~'n~ahl}., the same 
Object evinces a des ign to reduct: them under ab~ohlte Despotism, It 13 their right, It IS Lhe lr duty. to thro\\ 
off such Government. and to provide new Guards fur their futu.re security, 

Like the rest of the DC"daration~ the preamble is; "brief. free ofvcrb iage, a model of clear, concise. 5impk S{Qlemc,nt. 

It capsuHles in five sent~nces-202-words what )l lOO~ John L~ke th~usands of,..'ords to ~x~la~n in his Second Ire 
OrCOl'crmncnl. Each word is chosen And pla..-:cd to achieve ma.xlmum Impaci. Each clause IS Ind lspt.:nsable to the 
prnllresslon o f thought. Each ",nttllce is care fully cons truc ted intemally (ln ti in relation t~ whot precedes and follQ'" 
il$ Dbili t)· to I.:omprcs~ om plc::< ideas lnt a brief, c lear ShltemCIlI .. the preamble IS a J1arndi~m of e.lsh.teenth-cenluf1' , 
Enligh tenment prose stylc. in which puri ly . s im plic ity. directness. pre.:i,ion. and. above a ll, pomp,cult)' "tre the h'g' 
rhetoric.a l And li terary virtues. Ont \'o"ord fo llo·\.\'5o oJlm her wilh complete inevitahlli ty of sound and ",coning. Not one 
word can be moved o r replaced wilho ut di!afUpting Ihc balal1t:'t and harmony l,f the ent ire pream ble. 

." 

The state l), Qf'l d dignified tone of the preamble-- like that o f the introduc tion --comes pan ty from \\ Iuu Ihe eilYl teenth 
cen tur')' ca lled St) Ie Periodique. in whi 'h. as Hugh Blair explained in his 1.C!"hlre5 or, RfNwric and Belles Lt!lIrlt.v~ "tl 
semCIlCC !) nrc c('lrnpo~ed of sc\lcral mem bers linked tugether, and hanging upon one another. so mat the sense of the 
,,"'ho le i~ n I roughl our ti ll the \: Iose." Th is, Blai r said, " i~ the most pompous , mU50 ical. and oratoricR I m~mner of 
composing" and "gives an ai r [gravity and dign ity to compositi n." The gravity and d ignit)" ofti1e preamble ",ere 
reinforced by its conformance with the rhetorical precept dlal "when we aIm at d ign ii)' or ch.:vslion. the SOIlIlO tof ea 
sentencel shrnJld be made to groy." to the las t; tht.' !onge~t members of the period, 311d the fu ll est and most sonorous 
words, should be resel"\'cd lo tJle conc lusion." I\:one o f the sentences oj the preamble end o n a single-syl lab ic word ~ ( 
o"e, the second (and lea5t euphonious), ,nd, on a two.<yll"ble word. Of the othor four. one ends with a tOur.,yllable 
wo rd (",ecurity" ), "hile three end "ith three·sy llablc words . Moreover, in each orlile lhree·syllable words the closi , 
syllable is at least a medium· length four· letter sy ll abic. which helps bring the stntences to "a lu ll and h.nnoniou, 
ciO,e ."( 12) 

It Is unl ike ly that an) of this was acc identa l. T horoug hly versed in classical o ra tory and rhc-turical ' heory as. well as i 
be lletristic t:re8tis~Si of his own time, Thomas Ieffe rson. draftsman ofthc: Declaration, was a di ligent student ofrhYlh 
accent. tim ing. and cadence in discou rse. Th is can be eell most c learly in his ''Thoughb <.'n English Pnlsody: ' a 
remarkab le twenty·eigh t·page unpublished ">sa), ri llen in 1',," during the litll o f 178b. Pnam~ ted b) • d lscu..ion c 
tanguage w ilh the Marqu i-s de C ha:. tcll ux nJ Mo ntice llo fo ur years earlier, II wa~ 11 carefu l inquiry des igned "to find t: 
the reaJ circumstance which give, h.lmlOny to English prose and 13",s to those who make it " Using ro ugh I)' the- sam, 
sy5"tem C')f diltcri t ical notDtion he had employed in 1776 in his readi ng drafl of the Declaration, J fTerson sys tcrnolical 
anaJyzed the pattems o f acccn turuio ll i ll u wide rnnge of English wri ters . including Milton. Pope . Shu l...espeare. Addi· 
Gra),. and GaJ1it . Al though "11101Ights on Engl ish Prosody" deals wilh poctry.11 displays Jefferson', keen ~IL'" l>fth 
inlerp loy between sound ond sense in lang.uage. There can be li llic doubt tJlat.. like- many accomplished writers, he 
con cio usl)" \:omposed for the ear as well a:, for tht" C) (: - - Li. trait fhat b no where better illust ted than in the e loquent 
cadenctS of the pre.nthle in the Dec lamtion o f Independence.( 13 I 

·rn. preamble 31s h... po\\ crful , .n.. of slTUctltrn l unity . "I hIS i, nc hi."d pan l) by th< latent chronological 
progn:ss ion o f thought. in ~""h ich the reader is movl:d fmm the creation of mankind, to rhe Illstitut ion of government. 
the lhrowin.g offof govenlment when it fai ls to prutcctlhe people's; unalienable rights, to thc creation of new govern 
that will better secure the people's safety and happiness. ] 11is dramatic scenario, with its fi rstacl ill1 pl icit ly set in the 
Garden of Eden (where man waS "crealed equal"), m ay. fo r some readers , have contained mythic overtones orhwnn 
fall from div ine gmcc. At the very least. it gives an almost archct),paJ quali ty to the ideas f Ihe preamble and cuntin 
the not ion. broach('d in the introduction, fhat the American Revo lu rion i..o;; a major de\'e lopment in "the course o f hum 
events ." 

Because 0 the ir concern with thr philosophy of the Dec laration. many modern ~cho l ars have dealt with the opening 
sentence of the preamble o ut o f conte'. 1. as if Je·fferSOTl and the Continental CODltreSS intended it to stand alone. Seer 
comext, howe\'er, il is part of a series of five propos it.i ons that build upon one arlother Ihrnugh the first Ihree sentcnc 
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the preamble to I:....abll!>h the righ t ofrevul utinn aga inst tyrannical aU1hority: 

Proposition I: All mcn ore c~nled equal. 

Proposition 2: They [all men, from proposition IJ are endo"ed 
by thei r ~realor wilh certai n unal j~n3ble rights 

Proposition 3: Among these [m3n 's unalienable rights. from 
proposition 2J arc life, liherty. a lld the pUrll uil of 
happines 

Proposition 4: To secure lb~ righl.3 [m an's unalien.able. rights, 
fro m propositions 2 and 3J governments are 
instituted among men 

Proposition 5: Whenever any foml of government becomc::~ 
dcslrut:t i ,,~ ofthese nds [securing man's 
unalienable: righ ts, from proposi tions 2--11. It is 
Ihe right of the people to alter or 10 abolish il. 

When we IOO~ al all five l)roro!'ilio l1 ~, we See they 3rt!' meant 10 be read logt::ther and have been meticulous ly written 
ad 'ieve a specific rhetorica l purpose . 'nlC first Ihrec lead into the fo unh. which in tum leads into tilt:: finh . <\nd it is t 
fin h, proclaiming lhe ri&tht of revolution when a govem ment becomes destructive' orlh people's unulicnable rights , 
is most cruc ial in the ovcrnll argument o f the Declaration. The firlJ,t four proposi1ion :; arc merely preliminary steps 
desi!V'ed to give philosoph ical\:roundill!; to the lifill. 

iU fi rst £ Iance. these proposit ions appear to comprise "Iuu WQS known in the eighteenth Ce'IHUry as [J: .'wrlle.'t-"U \VU~ 
Argulllelit in which n grea t Number of Proposit ions ar so linked loget.hcr, that the: Predicate of one becomes contini. .. 
the Subject of the next following, 'JIl ti l at last a Co nclus ion is tomlcd by bringiug together the ubject or the Firsl 
Proposition 8I1d the Predicate of the Inst." In his l:.remems o/Logick., William Duncan prov idtd the following examp 
a surites: 

God is omn ipotent. 

An omnipotent Being can do evef)' thing possible. 

He that can do ever) thing possible. C(1 n do what":\'t:T 


involves not H Contradiction . 
Th erefore God can do \vhatevcr involve,) not a 

Contradiction.( t 4) 

Although the section o f lhe preomb le: ' .... e h<l\'c been considering is not <I ScJr;h~ \ (bCCciUSC it docs not bring [ogetherth 
subject of the first proposition a nd the predicate f thc lusn, its pmposirions are written in such a WUi' as to ta"eon II 
Flppearance of u logical dernonstration. They are so lightly in tr:::rwo ven linguistically that they seem to mnl..e up a 
sequence in which 'he fina l propositiol1--:lSscrting the right of revolu tion-is l0ettc.,\ll y derived fr III the: fi rst four 
propositions. This is. accomplished panly by the mim icry of the form ora sorite.s and pnrtly by the- ~he.er number or 
propositions, the accumulation o r"hich is reinfo rced by the s low. de libeml. pac. of the I.xt and by the US" of"th.t' 
introduc.e each proposition_ There is abo a sleplik~ progression rrom propvsi tion 10 pr{lrOSillon. u progression that is 
nccl!ntuated bj' tbe skillfulu e of dernOn'l:lrativc pronouns 10 make each sl,.IC'c«ding propositio fT appear to be an inC-VI 
cons. u<nee of the precediny proposition . Although the preamble is the be" kno,," parl Dfth" Dedtl!3110n lodny, it 
artrncted considerably les Attention in its O\Vtl time. For mo~t ~igh leenth· entulj' reader~ , it was 3" unobjectinnnblc 
slatementofcom mollplace politica l pri nC Iples. As Jem::rson explained yenrs lilter, the purpose of!he Declaration wa 
" no L 10 fi nd nUl nt;W prmciples. Or new arguments. never before though t of .. . bu. to place before mankind the conu 

s~n.li:~ of the subject. in lenns so plain and firm as to command their assent. and (0 Jus1ify our~c l Ycs in the independer 
stand we are compe lled to take."(1 5) 

Far from beIng a weID:ne:s$ Gf1he preamble. the lack of flew idens was perhaps ilS greatest strength. If one overlooks 
inlroductol)' firsl paragraph. Ihe Declaration as a whole is structured alo"& the line!t 01'<.1 dt:'duclive argument that Cilr 
easUy be put in sy llogistic rOm} : 

ajar premise: 	 W hen govemment deliberately s.ccks to reduce 
the people Li nder absolute despotbm. the people 
have a right.. indeed a duty. to alter o r abolish 
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that fo rm of go vcmmt'nt and to crente new 
guards for their fulUro secu li ly . 

Minor prtlnlse: The government 01' Greal Britain has 
de liberate ly sought to red uce the American 
penp\e under abso lute despotism. 

Conclusion: Thcrdore the American people have a rigbt t 

indeed a duly, 10 abolish their prescnllomt of 
government and to create new guards for lh¢ir 
future secur ity . 

As th~ major premis in this argument. the preamble allowed Jefferson and the Congre3S to rca.o;;O Tl finm !iielf...evidem 
principles of government accepted by 9: ln10s1 a ll cightecnthacenrury readers of Ihe Decia.ration.{l6} 

TIlt: kc)' premi se, ho\\'ever~ was the mino r premise. inee virtually everyone agreed lhe: people had 3 right to ovenhf'l 
lymnnical ruler when all other remedi '" had failed, the cmcial question in July 1776 was whether the necessar 
cond ll ions for revolut ion exis ted in the colo nie-s. Congress atlsw~red Ih is quest ion w ilh 6 sustained atta.ck LUi George 
an Iluack thar mak~ up a lmost ex.actl} two-th irds of toe lex!. 

e indiclnlc:'ot of George tIl begins with a tranSif ional sentence il1lmcdioleiy following the preamble: 

uch has been the patient sulTerancc or these Colonies; and such i ~ now tJle necessity which constrains 
them to alter th ir fo rnu' r Systems o r Governmcnt. 

No\\ . 273 \,,"ords inw thl.: Oeclaration. appenrs the firs t c,,-pl icit reference to the British· .I\ me rican connlcr . ·Ole pamH 
strUCture of the sentence rejnfurc~ rhl! pamll~ l l11ovl!m c nt of ideas from the: preamble lO Ih'>! indiclment of ttlc king, \ 
the nexi sentence S:t'31t's thnl Indi ct men[ Wilh the fo rce oLI legnl ~Ccus.ntjun; 

The hi.3tory of the pres'I!nI K ins, of Grcal Brita in is u history of repeated injuries and usurp.arions. al l 
having in direct o bject the estab li shment of an absolute Tyranny over these state...;;. 

Unlike lhe preamble. ho v. cver, wh ich most eighkenlh-c<.."ntury readers could readily accepl as st.·lf-ev ident, the 
ind i ~{men' oC the Ling n:quimJ proof In keering with the rhcturical con\' ~ntions Englishmen had fo llowed forcent u 
when dethroning. il " ty rann ic~lI" monarch, the Declara,iun conlai.n.s a bill of particuJars documenting the king,'s "repeol 
inj uries and usurpations" urlhe Americans' rights and Ilbenies. -lne bilt of particulars lio;;;ts rwenty- isht specific 
grievances and is imroduced with the shortest senrc;:()ce of the Declaration: 

To prove this [tho king" tYr3nnyj, let Facts be submdlcd Ill. candid world. 

This sentence: is so innocuous one Cfl n eas ily overlook its Ul'tislry and importa nce. The opening pbrase-· "To prove th 
ind icates tne "fAct~" (0 follo\\ will indeed prove [hot George 11 1 is a tyrant But prove 10 \\'hom'? To a ·candid world" 
Ihat is. 10 readc \\'ho arc rrt:~ from billS or l1lu lil.: t,;. who rc fe ir. inlpaniol. and just. TI,e implication i!. lhcJt an)' such 
reader \ ill ~ee the "fne,s" as dCll1clIl.5trating bcycmd doubt Ihat lhe ~ing hll5 soughl to estl1b li~ 11 WI abso lule tyntnny in 
America. Ira reader is nol conV irl(' l~d . it is not because the ''fnct!''' Are uTt1rue or are insu[fic il!n t fo prove the king's 
villainy; it is bec;mse the reader is 11 0 t "candid." 

The pivolal word in Ihe sentence, t hOllij,h, is "rncts." As a telm in tigh teenth-ccntury jurisprudl:nc(' (J efferson. like m 
or his colleagues in Congress. was a la\ovY l!'r), it meant the circulllstrlnces and incident,; of n legnl case, looked at npar 
rrum theIr legal mean ing, This usage ri t.i w ith tile Declaration's similarity to a legal dec laration, the plaintiff's writtt.."1 
statement of charges showing ,I "plain 8ml certaj n" indicunent against a defendant. I rtlle Det: lamt ion were considere 
analogous LO a legal declaratirll1 or a bill or impeachmenL the issue of di.spute would not be the status of the 18".., 'the­
of revol Ht iQn as expressed in u'e preamble) bu. tbe facts o f the speci fic case at hand (the king's nCI,o llS 10 e n:cl II 
''tyranny· In America).( 17) 

In ordinal) usage "faCI" had by 1776 Ink n en its current meaning of something Ihnl bad aClually occurred, a truth kl 
b} observation, reality rather (han .supposilion Or speculation. 18 By characterizing tbe colonists' gri evances against 
Georsc iII 8S "'facts," the Declaration im plies that they arc unme:diated rep~nration5 of empiricnl reill ity ntthcr tha 
in terpretations of reality . T hey are the objecl ive constl1'lints (hal make the RevolutiQn "necessary.'1 This is rei l'lJorc-ed 
the pass ive 'Vo ice in "lel Facts be submitted to a candid world." W ho is submi tLing the facts'? 0 one. TIley have not 
galhered. structured . refldcr~d, or in any way contam inated b~ hU Jll all agcll[.!t-leasl o f alt by the lontinenral C'ongres 
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They 3rt just being "submitted .." direcl from experience without tJle corrupting intervention orallY bserver or 
intcrwcter, 

But "rael" had ) et another connotatio n in lh~ eighteenth cell tury. The word derived rrom Ihe Lminfac~re, to do . Il' ~ 
earli e~1I'neanrn£ In English was "(I thing done or perfomlcd"-an action or deed. rn the sixteenlh and seventeenth 
L:cnturies it was used mOSl frequent ly to denote an evil deed or 1.1 crime, a usage sti ll in c\' idenc~ at the ti me ofLhe 
Revolution . In 1769. for e,ample. Blackstone. in his Cflmme mane.'· 1m t"e l.oll's Qjcngiulld. noted that "nccessories 
the fact" " Cfe "allo'hed the benefit ofclergy in ~ II cas~~." The Anmwl Hegiwer for 1772 wrote of 8 Ihicfwho \'I,·as 
conun incd to prison for the "ffl Cf " ofhorc-;e steali ng. 1 here is no way 10 t..nO\v whether Jefferson and thc Congre~s ha 
SCnSC of '"far: t" in mind \\ htn they adopted the Declo.raliort yet regardless of their intention!', for SOme cighteenth­
century readers "facts" many have had a powerful dou ble-edged meaning when applied to eo'g. L1 l's aClions to"", 
Amcrica(19) 

Allhough one English criti c assai ltd the Dec larat ion for itS "studied confu~ i on in the arrangement'· of the grievHm:c::, 
against George IJI , Ihl:Y are 1101 li sted in random order hut faJl into fOlir dis1inct group::,,(20) The fi rst group. cOnSis.lil 
charges 1-1 2. refers to such abuses ofth~ king's exccullve power as sus.pe l1d ing culonial Jaws. dissolving colonial 
le gislatures, obslruCling the administrn tion ofjusli..::e, and maintaining a standing army during peace-rime. The seCOtH 
b'TOUP. consisting of dHlrgcs 1J·!21 attacks Ihe king lor com bining with "others" (Parliament) to s.ubject America to ; 
varit ty ofunc{lRstitutional measures. including laxiug {he coloni.slS without consent, cuning ofTlheir trade with the r 
<>r,m. " orl d. cunailing their right to tri al by jury , and a Jterin~ Ihei r ,haners. 

The (turd set of chnrgcs. nUI11lkrs 2)·27 , assuib 1I 1t~ k ing's violence and cruelly ill waging war agu insl his ,1\ merican 
~Llbje..:ts . They bu rden him \\·ilh :i lit.a ny of venal deed Ihat i\ \,'orth quoting in full : 

He ha3 alJd icaced Gov\!n1ment here, by declaring us 01,11 ofhlS l:Jrotection and waging War againsllIs . 

He has plundered OUI st:ns, ravaged our Coasts, buml our l wns, and destroyed the Live§ of OUr people. 

lie is at th is time transporting large. Annic$ o f foreign Mercenories to co mplete the works of death, 
dcsolati<..m and tyronny. nlrcady beg un with ci rcumstances ofCrue hy and perfidy st.!arcely paralleled in 
the mos.l bnrbarous ages. and totally unworthy the Hend orn cil.!il iz.ed nRtioll . 

He has cunstrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on lhe high Seas to bear }\ nns aga inst their 
Country. to become the executioners of thei r fr iends nnd Brethren , or to fall tJlemseJves by their Hands . 

H(: ha'\ excited domestic insurrections amongst us. aDd has endeavored 10 bring on the inhabitants of our 
Frontiers.., the merciless Indian Savages . whose knovr'n rule of warfarc. is an uncH ~tingu ished destruction or 
all ages. sexes and conditions. 

Jhe war grievances are fo llowed by the final charge agaimillhc kill¥--that the colonists' '·repeated Petitions" for l'edr 
of their g,rie\ anccs have produced only "repealed injury. " 

The pr emation of what Samuel Adams caHcd George 1I 1's "Catlllo¥\Jt! o (, CrimC's" is among Iht' Dec laration's most 
skill ful fealUre!i. Fin.t. the grievances could have been orrang~d chronologically, os ongrc:ss had done in a ll but one 
ils former !limIt:: paper").. I n~t~d lne}, On: arranged lopically und Of!! listed scrialim, in :,Ixleen successive sentences 
beginning "He hast< or, in the case oronc gru:\lanct:. "I-Ie is. " Thmughoullhib <;eclion of the Dc(:htf'utiOI1 , fonn ond 
COnl.nt reinforce one another to magllif) the rerfid) of the king. rho sleady. l.bori~us pi ling up of "faclS" without 
comnh~:nt takes on th e charal,,: ter of n I~Silllnd icIMlCnt. while the rt.pe tition or "He has" !;Iows the mo\emenl of th..: te: 
draws atten tion to Ihe aCClJlllulatio ll of grievances, and accentuates George HI's ro le as the prirne con:,pi rntor aga.ins t 
Arnone." Ilbert), .(21 ) 

ccond. as Thomas Hutchinson compJnilled. 1h chargt·s were "most wickedly presented 10 cast reproach upon the k. 
,(1Ils ider. for example. gnevance 10: "He has erecled a nlUltitude ofl'iew Offices. and sent hithi!r swamIS ofOflic~ r 
horu~ our peaple, and eur out theIr substance." The Inn,tl;uage is Bibl ical and conjures up Old Testament imnges of 
"S\\anJ1S" of nies and locusts C:O\l~ring the face oftJle earth. " )0 dm( the land ,,,'as darkened." and devouring all the)' 
fo und until "(here remained not an) green thing in the lrees. or ill lh~ herbs of the field" (Exodus 10; 14-15). It (ilso n 
the denuncialion. in Psalms 53:4. of "the workers. of iniquity . ,who ent up m) people as 'hey eal bread," and the 
rroph~ of Deuleronom> 28:51 thaI nn enemy nalion ".hall ea' the fruit of thy callk. and the fru it oftlly land until I 

be destroyed: which also shall not lea\ e thee either com, wine. or 0\1, or the increase ofth) kine. or Oodi,s oftby sh" .. 
until he have destroyed thee." For some readers the re ligious connotations may have bc!en enhanced b} "substance," 
whieh was used in Iheologic<l l discou~e to sign ify "the Essence or Suos;tance of the Godhead" and to describe the HI 
I~.u~huri st, in which Christ had "cou pl ed the substance of his fles h and rhe substance of hread together, so we should 
receive bOlh ,"(22 ) 

From the revolut ionari('~' view. hO\\'eve r, the primary advamagc ofthe wordiJtg oF~IHlrge 10 was probab ly its I'urpo' 
amb iguity, The "multitude of New Offices" referred to the cuslOm::. posts lh:lt had been creAted in the 17605 (0 contn 
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coJoninl smuggling. n le "s",aml:s of Offi~ers" that were purponedly eating out ' h~ substance of the colonies' three 
mill ion ",,"pie num bered aoout fifty in .he emire contillenl. But COI1 l!re;s could hardly ."ail ,eorgo III as a tyrant f 
appoinling a fev. dOL n men to enforce the laws, again t :'l1luggling. !'o it clothed the charge in vague. evocative ima~ 
that ga\'e significance and t molional resonance to what otherwise might have scetned a rather paltry gricv<tl1ce'.(23 ) 

Third. ahhough scholars often dm,nplay the war grievnnce. a. "th. weake" I'"rl orth. D."lur.,ion: thoy were vltoJ 
it§. rhetorical strateru . rhey Chme 1<151 panl)' because they were the. most rt'C'en l of George 111 '5 "abuses and u)orputlo 
but also because they const ituted the ul timate proof of bis plan to reduce the colonies under "absolute desporisrn." 
Whereas lile first lwcnfy·two grievances describe! the king's ac lS wi th such temperate verbs as "refu"ied," "called 
logc th~r," "disso lved," "endeavored:' .. made ..... "erected," "kcpL OJ and "'atlcetcd," the war grievances use emolionall}· 
charged verbs such a.o:; ftp lundered." "ravaged." "buml," and "dL'stroycd." \Vidl the excel>tion of grievance to. there is 
nothing in the earl ier charges (0 compare with the evocative accusation that George 111 was spreadi ng ·'death. desola 
and tyranny ... with circumstances of ('rucl l ~ and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous. ages." or with d 
characterization of "[he merciless Ind ian Savages. \.I,hose known mode of warfare i!' nn undistingu ished destruClion (. 
age~ seXC!l and conditions." Coming n Ihe heels ortJ\e previous twenty- two charges, the war gri evances muke GecH 
111 ou••s lillie beller .han Ihe notorinus Richard III. who had rorfeited his crown in )485 l'or "unnalura1.ltli,chie\'ou' 
g reat Perjuries. Treasolls, J lomiddes and Murder.;;. in shedding of Infants' b lood. with nl <lJlY o ther Wrongs, odious 
O ffences, and abom inations against Clod and Man. n (24) 

To some extenl. of course, the em otional inten si ty o f the ,\'or srit'vnn ccs was a natu ral ou tgro ...... th oflhe ir subjec t. It i 
hord ro wrfte nbou t \\'arfsrc: without u~ jllg slrung lungur:tge, Moreover. as JetTerson e.'l(plaim:d a dec..ide Inter in his rUJ 

"1·te1ld and H~rtft le tter t(l Maria Cos,\. ay. ror mnoy of the revolulionaries indepelldcnct \\'as, at bottom, an emoliom 
sen timentul-i~uc . But the emotional pi tch of Ihe war wh!\'ances was <l lso pan of a rhetorical strategy designed to 
solidifY support r. r Independence in those parts of America thaI hnd )ellO ,ulfer Ihe ph)'sical 3J1d <oonomic hard,h. 
wa... As lat. as May 1776 John Adams lamtnted that while independence had .Ironj!. , upr rt in New nglalld and .h 
South, il was Jess secure in the midd le coloniC's. which "have never tasted the bitler Cup; 1he) have never 5mBl1cd· af 
are therefore a lillie cooler. " As Thomas P3in~ rtcogn ized. "the evi l" of British dom inatio n was not yet "sum icn tl) 
brought to the ir doors to make them reel the precariousness with which aU ;.\m erican propel1) is possessed," Paine- s. 
to bring the evil home 10 reflders OrC011llnon Sense by ind\Jcing them to identif) wi th rhe "horrorH inflic ted 011 otJh:r 
Americans. by (he British r\lrces "that hnlh carried tire Lind sword" into (he land. In ~imitllr fashIon, th e Declaration 0 
Independence usw images of lerror to nJagni f)-' lh wicb.c:dm."Ss ofGeorge Ill . 10 arO\l."ie "Ihe passions and feeli ngsn c 
reade rs. and 10 aW81o-.en "from filtal and unmanly s lurnbers- Lhllse Americ~m3 who had yt=t to be directly touched b} II 
ravages a f war.(25 ) 

rO lL rth. all ur lhe charges ugaillC;( George III contain d subSl3ntiai amount ofstraregic amhigu iry. While they have a 
cenain specificity in t ha tlh~y refer to actunl historical even lS, they do no t i d~ntify nam es, dat~. or places. 1 his 
magnifi ed the seriousness oflhe grievances by making it seem as if eacb charge referred not to a part icular piece of 
leglslation or 10 an i olated Rei in a singk colony. but to a violation of the constitution that had been repealed on mal 
occasions throughout America. 

The 3l1lhigUit) orlhe g,rievancC:3 also made them more difticult to refu te. In ord er to buil d a convincing case aga inst 
gri e\{3nces. defenders ofdu: l.. ing had to c larjfy each charge and what specific aCI or evc.::nb It n: tcm:d to, and Lhen 
t'l{p lain why tht charge wns nol lruc . rhos it took John Lind, whf,) composed the muSl !) usminccJ Brilis.n respnn3c to 1 
DoclilraliQI1, 110 pages 10 an':tv.'cr ttl!:! charges set forth b)' Ihe ont in ~nUlI Congress in ic\\-.:r thon two dozen scnt('OCI 
Although Lu,d de/ll)' exposed many "f.he "ho'Be to be l1 imsy ., bos., his de.ailed ,lt1d comple" reb Ul",1 did OO( "nt 
chance .gainst (he Dec l. r;lIion as a propaganda document Nor has Lind's work fared much beuer since 1776. Whil 
Declaration continues to command an international audience and has created an inde lible popular image QfGcorsc I 
a ty ,an" Lind's (mel remains" piece of are an., bUli.d in the dUSlhcap of hi. tory (26) 

111 addition 10 petitioning Purl iumenl and George Ill, Whig len.derS had also worked hu rt! to cult iVQfe frie nds of the 
American cause in Engltlnd~ But fhe Bri1ish people had proved no more (ecept ive to t.h e Whigs tl1an had the go,"'emn 
and sv the DC"dnmtion follo \\ 5 the aBack OJI G..:o rg~ (!l by no ti ng ,h[\llnt: colOnies had also appealed in vain to tne p 
o f Great Dri",; n: 

~or have we be~n wanting in altentio ns to our Bl'itish brethren. 'Ar e have warned them from time to time 
of atten1pcs by thei r legis lalLlIT' to exte.nd an unwarmmable j urisdiction over us , We have reminded them 
of the circumstllllces. of ou r emigration aud settlement here. \Ve have appea led IOlheir nalive j ustice and 
magnanimity, and we have conjured then by the ties of uur COOlmon kindr d to d isavow these 
usurpatioTb, which. would inevitab ly intemJpl our connections and com--spontlcncc. The), too have been 
deaf to the vuice ofju~ticc and of consanguinity, We must, thel'efore. acquiesce iUlhe necess ity , wh ich 
denoul1 ces our Sepanllion~ and hold them, as we hold the rest of IlHl ll ki ll d, c llcnJi4:s in Wur, In Peace 
Friends . 

This is one of the most nn fLi lly wrilten !iections ufthe Declaration. The tirst sentenclf:. beginning "NQ r ., . . " :\hifl~ 
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attention quid.ly and c leanly away from George (lito the colonists' "British hrethren." The "have wc" of the fi rst 
)cntence is nefltly re\' crsed in the "'Ve have" al.lhe stan oflhe second. Sentences 1\\'0 through four. -.::on18 llllng fou r 
successive ClliUSelt beginning "We Hove ... , ' ~ give a pronounced sense of momentum to the parngrnph \\ hi le underli 
lhe colonists' activ" .fforts to reach the Briti'h people. The repetit ion of "We have" here also parallels the repetition 
'"He: halt'! ill lbe grievances ..g~in~1 George HI. 
ThC' fUm senlt!nce-"They 100 have bt'cn d~nr to the voice ofjus lice and (J f consa.nguinil)" --oo rllains one of rhe fe\\r 
metnpho~ in the Dcclanllion and acquires added force by its ~implicilY and brevj l~ . which c ntrn..H witll the greater 
length and com ptexi l) of the preceding sentence. The final "ientence unifies the paragraph by relurning I{) the pattern 
beginning \" ith IIWe." and its intrica te periodjc struct ure plays otT the s imple stru cture of the fifth s.entence so as to 
stre.ngthen the cadence ofthe entire paragraph. The dosing words-"Enemies in War, in Peace Friemfs"-c-mploy 
ch iasmus. a ta vori[e rhetorica l devict' uf cighteenth..century writers. [-Jow eOeetive Ihe device is in this case can be 
gauged by rearranging the final words to read. "Enemies 1n War, Friends in Peace." \\!hic h \v(~ akens bOlh the iorce ar 
hannony oflhe Declaration's phrdsing. 

It is worth noting, as \\'el l. that this is the only part of The Ueclnnltion to employ much a lliteration : nRritish brethren. 
~time to time," "common kindred," "which would," "cooneclions find correspondence." The eupnony gnined by thesl 
phrases is fonified t'ly tht: hellY} repetition of medial and tenn inal consonanls in adjo ining words: "been wanting in 
a. tten tions to." "them tTom time to Ilme t "' "to the ir nat ive justice," "disavow rhese us.urpat ions." "have been deaf to th, 
voice of." rinnlly. this p"mgl1lph, l i~e I he rest of tile Declruntion. conmin, a high proportion ofone- and two-syllabi. 
words, 82 percent1- Orthose ,.\-oros l no o\'cr. .... he I1l1i ng number (eighty.one of ninCI) ·si,,\) (onmin only one syllnble. 1 
rest of the porngfl;lph cOlllilins nine three· sy llable words. eig.ht fou r-syt lablc: ,.. o rds. and fQtJr five-syllable words . n'l 
f-elicitous b l ~nd ,"lfM lurg.: number of VCI)' shon words", ith a few very long ones is rerni niscent of Lincoln's Gett}sbl 
AddreS5 and contributes ~3t ly 10 the Il3mlony. ~",le11\.::e. i.llld tloqul!nce of the Dcclorntion. much ilS it coorributes t ( 
same features. in Lincnln 's imtnonru speech. 

The British bn:thren .'. CCIIOI1 e~scnLiaJly fi nished the cas~ for independence. Cons~s had set fonh the conditions 1111.1 
iusti ficd rt!voiulion nnd imd !'hown. as heSl it c('Iu ld. t.hnt those condi tiuns existed in Grellt Britain'S Llli rtten North 
Americo.n colonies . All rhor remained was for Congf"eSlii to concl ude the Dec lllrntion: 

\\l e. therefore, Ihe:- l{c:prcse.ntalives of lhe united tales of America, in Geneml Congress. ss<!mbled . 
appealing. to lhe Suprem e Judge ofthe world for the rec ti tude of our intentions. d{'l , in lhe Name, and b), 
Alilhorily of the good Peo ple of these Colonies, solemnly publish .nd declare, That these United Colonics 
are. and of Ri!<ht ought to be Free and lJldependenl Stales: lhat lhey orc Absohed fmm all Allegiance to 
lhe Brilish Crown, and that all poli tic..,1connection between them and the StaIe ofGrem Rrita in. is and 
ought to be totally dissolved: and th at as Free and Independent States. thty have full Power to levy lVar, 
conclude I-'e-ace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce. and to do all other cts and Things wh ich 
Independent States may of right do. ,\n d for the supporl "flhis Dedaration. with a fiml reliance on lhe 
protection of divine Pl1.widcn.:c. '\"e mUlually pledge to ea~h other uur Li vc~ . our Fonunes and our ~iltrcd 
Honor. 

Thi s fi nal section of the DecianUlon i~ high ly lormulaic nnd has auract t::d Alre ntion primarilr because of ils clo:) ing 
sentence. Carl BccJ.er deem d this senlimcc "perfecti on itt;clr : 

It is true (a:,.::, uming Ihnt men valu~ li fe nlQre than properTy, wh ich is doubtful) th;.1 'he statement 'V io lates 
th e rhetorical ru l~ of dima..'<; b UI It was a sure sense th ilt made Jefferson plEl~e "lives" fi rst and "fonu nes" 
'SeCond. How mUl.:h wea~e r ifhe had wriuen "uur fonunt:s, our lI\'cs. and our sacn:d honor"! Or uppose 
hi m to haye used the word "propeny" in:-.1CQd tlf"fonuncs" ! Or suppose him to have omiueJ "'sacred"! 
Consider Ihe eflect uf omitting any of the words, such DS Ihe las t two "ours"-"our lives. fortunes, and 
Sl1cred honor It No, the sen teoce Call hardly be impro\'ed.(27) 

Becke.r is correct in his j udgment abou t the \.,ording and rhythm oflhe senlenl.:e. hLII he- errs in rtnributil1g hi gh mark: 
Jdr~rson for his "'sure sense" in placing "Ii yes" belore "'fonunc.'i ." "Lives and fon llnes" was om! orthc mos t hackney 
phrases of cightcenth-cennu) Anglo- rn eril: ,m political discourse. Colonial writers had used it wi th numbing n~guJa 
throughout Ifle dispute with Rngland (a long with other stock phrases, such as "liben ies and estates" and "Iifc, liberty, 
property"). Its appearance in the Declaration can "nrdly be taken .., a measure of Jefferson's felicit)" of '''pre'> ion . 
Whal marks Jefferson's "happ'y tnll!nt [or composit ion " in this cao;e is the couplitlg or"'ollr sacred Honor" with "our 
Livtb" and "our Fortunes'~ to create the elOqul::n t trilOgy thai doses the Declaration . The concept of honor (and it:.. 
cO&l,ates rame and glory) exerted 3 powerful hold on theignt••nlh-century mind . Writers of all kinds-ph ilosophe" 
preachcrs. poli llcians. plaY'Yrjg:hts. poet:,-rt-peatcdl) speculated about the sources of honor and how 10 achieve il 
Virtually evcT), educated mall in Eng la.nd or America wlis schook d in the cia'isical maxim. "What is left wil en honor 
l osl'.~" Or as Joseph Addison \\Tote in his ColO , wbose sentiments were \ltidely admired th roughoul the eighleenth eel 
on both sides oflhe Atlantic: "Belter to d ie ten thous,.,1nd deathsfflw,(I \\-Q uMI my honour. " The cu ll of honor was so 
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strong [hm in English jud i ia l proceedi ngs 3 peer of the realm did not unswcr to bills in chancel') or gi"e a verdict "" 
oath, like nn ordina.ry jurYlnan. but upon his honor. "(28) 

By pledginij "\lur<.crcd I lonor" in support M tile Deel. ralion , Congress made a pnniculnrly solemn \ OW . The pledg 
also carried u latent message thai rhe rcv()lutionnries. contrary to tile claims of their delrucwrs. \""ere men or honor w 
motives and actions could not only w ithstand (he closest scrulin) by conternpornry persOl'lS of qllillily and merit but 
would also deser\'e the approbation of posterity. lrthe Revolution succeeded, its leader> SIO<1<llo achieve I"'ting hon 
what Francis Bacon called "'.ii>eratoT(!S or Salvatores"- m~1l who "compound the 10llg ~lisc:rles of Civil W3M'O. or de 
their Countries from Servitude of Strangers or Tyrants." lI istorical e.xamples inc:luded Augustus aesar. Henry VII t 

Engl.nd. and ! lenry IV of France. On Bacon's fi ve. po iO! scale of ,upreme honor. such heroes ranked below only 
" Condi((JI"el' Imp~r;orum, Founder~ of States and ( ommon\\ealths." such as Romulus. Caesar, and Ouoman. and 
"Lalti\giverS"' sllch as Solon. Lycurg;us, and Jwain ian, "also cal led Second F(lunder.s, or Perpeilli Principes. because Ll 
Govern b) their Ord inances after they are gone. " Setn in lh is way. "our sacred Honor" lins the motives of on!,rres$ 
above the mOre imm edia tl! concerns of "our Lives" and "our Fortunes,t and places the revolu tionl:1 ries ill tile footsteJl~ 
hislOlj"S most honorable figures . As a result it also ll nifi~ the whole text by subtly playin¥ out the notion Ihilt the 
RevolUTion is a major tum in the broad '\ ..'Oursc or huntan events. "(29) 

At the same time. the final sentence completes a crucial metamorphosis in the text. Although the Dcclanuion begins 
imrersona1. even philosophical vo ice. it ~rn.dually becomes a kind of drama. wi th its tensions expressed Inore and m 
in per5Qnlllle.rms. This transfonmuion bc!-gin with the appenrnnce OfU lt vill<, in , "the pl"\!St"t King ofGrem Britain," 
dominate:!llhe -<j.lnge through th l: fi rs t ni ne gric \'::m c.: es. all nf which note what "I-te has" done withoUI identif) Iny, the 
vi ctim ufhis evi l deeds. Beginn iug with grit.'vallce 10 the king is join~d on ~tage by the \ mericnn colonists. \\ ho are 
identified [is (he victi m by wme fom, of firSl person pluml rcfC l"C'nce : rhe ki ng has sent "swanns ofoffi ce:rs 10 haras 
people.'· hos quo.r1cred "nnnoo troops among fIJi, " has imposed ",axes on ",..~ witho ut ollr consent," "has taken awuy VI 

chnrters. abolished (Jur most valuable law s/' , nd altered "(he Fornls of IJIII Governments ." He tU-lS "plundere 01'" se, 
mvaged our coa.'iiits, burnt ou r to\"'Tl~~ . , , destroyed the li ves of our people, " ~nd "excited dOmest ic in!lLll"J"ections am( 
U5. to The \.\-o rd .tour,t is used twenty-six times from its fi rSI IlPI)earnnCe in grievance 10 througb the last sentence of th 
De laratiofl . while "us" occurs eleven times from It first appearance in g.rievance 11 Lh rough the resl of the griev3nc 
(30) 

Th roughou t the g.rievanees action is instigated by the ki ng, as the colonists passively accept hlow aficr blow without 
wavering in the ir loyalty. His vi llainy complete . George III )caves the stage olld it is occupied next by the colonislS a 
their "British hrethren ." The heavy use of p~~na l pronouns conti nues. but by no\,,' the culonists have become Ule 
instigators of action as. they actively set'k redrcs.s of their g.rievances. This is ma rked by a shift in idiom from I1 He ha 
"We have" : "We have pcritiom::d ro r redress ... ," " We have remindeil them . . ," "Wtt have appealed to Ihell' . "r 
"We have cOllj un: d th~m. " BUf ",hey ba\o'e been deaf' (0 al l plea£, so "We mu~l ... hulcJ them" as ellemies . By the 
conclusion. only the coloni~ts remain on stage to pronounce lheir dramatic los ill& line:s: ., Wf~ .. . sole-mnly publish"f! 
dec lare ..." And to suppon this declaration. "we mutually pledge to each other ow' Lives. Olll' Fortunes and our saCf 

Honor." 

[he persisten t uc;e o f "he" and "(hem," "us" and "our." 'Iwe" and "they" pcrsonaliLcs lhe Brilish-J\meric3n confl ict ar 
tral'lsti~u res it from a com plex slruggle or multifarious origins and diverse motives to a simple moral drama in whicl 
patiently suffering I)eople courageousl) defend their liberty aga.inst a cruel and vic iolls ty rant. It nlso reduces the psy 
distance berween [he r~ader l1 nd the tex1 and coaXl~s the reader into seeing the dispute with Great Bri lainlhmugh lhe 
(lf the revoluti onuries . A-::. the dmnm of the Declaration unfoldS. (he rtndcf' is incrttls i n~ly t,oliei led to identi fy with 
\Ongrc5~ and "the L(ood People oflhese Coln nies."' ~o sharl' lh ~ jr S('n!)c of victim age. to Inlnieipat.e vicariou)'ly in th e 
,[rugsIe. and uit im",el}, to ac t wilh Ihem ill their hereto que" ror fT<edom. In ~I i, respect, 8S In (}I he.... . the Decl"'.'i( 
a ,,"ork or n UlTI mate artistry. From its clnqucnt il11 nxhH:lion to its aphoristic. ma.xirns of govern ment. to its rell!n tl e 
accu.mulation of charges against Gc.."Orge II I. In its elegiac den unciation oflhe British pc..--oplc. to its heroic closing 
sentence, it sustains an almosl perfecl synthesis o r stylet form. and cO(1 tenl.lb solemn 3nd dignil1ed tone, its grClcefu 
unhurri ed cadence, its s)mmctry, energy. and confidence. its ..;ombioation of logical sltucture and d ( matic oppeal. i' 
adroit use ofnunnee and iTllpli ':'81ion all contribure to its rhecorical po\\C.r. And aU help to ex.plam \I,'hy the O~cla.ralic 
remUlns one or.he handfu l or f\ lncriL:.nll pu li licul documEnts that. in uddilion to mt:cli n~ the inllncdillL.e needs ofLhe 
moment., C'ontinuc!J, ttl enjoy a IUSlrous litcntry repuull ion. 

NOTES 
c ) 989 by . wphell £ Lllcus 
Stephen E .. Lucas is professor of communication nn..1i" at the University of Wis..:ollsin, J\1ad ison, WI. The present eSS3. 

deriv~d from a more comprehensive study, "Ju.~ti fyi ng America: The Declaration of Independence as a Rhetorical 
Document..," in Thomas W. Benson, ed .... .'ml.-rieaJ1 Rile/uric Cumert and Criticism ( 198.9). 

(I) Moses Co it Tyler. 17Ie Lilera,,)- lIisto,)' u/lhe '",erican /levoltlliol/ (1897), vol. I, p. 520. Tho be.1 ~"o\Vn slUdy 
the sty le f the Dcclardtiun is Carl Bc"kcr's "The Li teral)' Qualities of the Dedarnt ion," in his Jh~ Dedllral;un 0/ 
lndependenc.e: A SIU'!)' in Ih, Jli.llo,y o(Polili<,al ldel/s ( 1922). pp. 194·22.1 . Useful at5U arc Robert Gin berg. "n,. 
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Declaration a. Rhemric," in Robert Ginsberg. cd .. . 1 (·/.Ise/wok 011 Ihe Dec/urarion q( /ndepen,ienc" ( 1967). pp. 219-. 
Edwin Gittleman, "Jcffersoo's'Slave Narrnti vc ': The Dc.ciarati on of Jndependence as a Literal') TC.\i ,tt Early Amcric: 
Li,el1lw" 8 (1 974) : 239-256; and Jame, Boyd Whil<. Whe" lI'orcL$ Lase ]1,.i,. ;\leaning: ('oll.IIII/1liOl" "",I 
I/'<'O"SIIIIII/"", 'IIIallglluge. ('hara(' l"r. w,d C(}mlmml~" (1 984), 2J I ~40 . Although mos' books on 'he Declara1ion 
contain a chaple:r on the '\tyle" of the dlKUtnentl those chapters are typically histuri cal lIccounlS \lflhe cvo lution \lI( t 
text from its drafti g b) Thomas Jefferson through ,ts .pproval by 'he Continentnl Congre" or philosophical 
speculations Ilbout the meaning of it" famou<o PASsages. 

(2) As Garry \Vills demQns[l<neS in Im't:lllirJg -'mL'riea Jt~fJerson ''i Dec/uro(ion u/lmlept!mle.llCl' (I 978)r there are (\\ 
Declarations of Independence the version dmficd by Thomas Jefferson 'Illd ,hat re\ ised ,Old adopted on July ~. 1776 
the Continental Congress sining as a ~om miUce of the whol e. Altogether ('ongre,s dele1ed 630 "unh fmm Jeffe""" 
draf' and added 146. producing a final 'ext of 1,322 words (excluding the 'i tle ). Although Jefferson complained that 
Congress "mangled" his manuscriPl and altered it "much for Ihe worse," Ihe judgrncnt of posterity, seated well by Be 
i~ thtH "Congress left the DeclnraJion beuer lhan il tound it" (Deciaralit>J1 '~lIndependelU:e, p. 209 ). In nny event. for 
bener or worse, it was Congress'~ text 11\.;11 presented America's case to the worl d, and it is thaI text With wh icn we 3J 

concerned in thIS essay. 

n) Noth ing in this es ill) should be interpreted to mean lhal a ti m1 li ne can be drown berw·een style flnd substance in 
Declamtion r in Bl l) olhcr wurk of polilical or li terary discou,...;e. s Peler Ga)' hr\S nOled. slyh: is "fnrm nnd CCmtenl 
wOven inlo the lc:o.lurt:: of ever} an and c raO .. . , Apart fro m R f'I!W me honicaJ trid...s afrhetorlc, nUlnnt.!"r 15 indissolu 
linked to "'. 'Ier; .Iyle shape> a"d is in tum shaped b) . uhstance" (St)". io !-Jistory 11 9741. p. 3). 

(4) All quotation. from the Declaration follow 'he toxt a; presented in Julian P. BOld c' aI., ed,., flte I'upers "fn,,,, 
Jef!i:rsoll (1950 ). \' 01. I, pp. 429..D2. 

(5) Ephmim ChRl " bel'S, C,l'c/o!,<,diu. Or . . 111 I 'lIi"er!Jal DiellOllOr, o(Arts ",,,I Sdc""",. ( 1728). vol . 2. p. 62 ): Jonarh 
Edwards. Freedom oftl,e WiJI. ed. l'a,, 1 Ramsey (1 957).1). 1~9 . 

(6) Dcciarlltion of the Lords and Comlllon, to JII'ti t)! TIle ir Taki ng Up Arms. Augu" 164.<, In John Ru>hwonh. ed .. 
HislOJ"/cal ( '()lIc(."liullS ,ifPrh'ulc Passag~s ojSwte, Waighty \I'JIlt:.I'.~ 11I1..ml , Ref/writable Proctttdings in "-fvt! 
Parllamenl.s (I680~ 1722). vol. 4 . pp, 76 1-768: Dec laration of the tltl tinel\tal Congress Sctt ing Fonh the Caus~;:: and 
NecessiT) of 1hei r I <I ~i n~ Up Arms. Ju ly 177j . in James 11. Hutson. cd.. .1 Decent Resp€CIIO the Opinions o[,\lank; 
C ongres.nonal Slale f'd/kJ ·J". 1774-1776 (1 975), pr . R9~9~ , The inlporhmcc of necessity a..o;; ajuslificfHion for W lif i1I11 

nalinns is evident in the man) d larnt ion~ of war issued by European monarchs thruughoull he seventeenih nnd 
eighteenth i:enillric..~ and is dist:uc;sed In l'a\'ers T\\-is.s. The Lau ofXatiom Ctillsiderl!d Q .\ lndt.~pelld(!m Poillic(ll 
(ommunities ( 1863), pp. 54-55 . 

(7) ·1 he fi rSt I1dditional invOC8t ion of the dO\.:mn e. of neces.sity in the l.)eclamlion COlUl'S immed iately aftenhe- preaml 
when Congress stales, "Such has been lhe palit.::n l sufferance of these Co lorties: and 3uch is now the neeessity which 
constrains them to alter the ir fomler systems of Government." The s.econd is At tht: elld of the penultimate seclion. in 
\"hich Congress ends its denu.ndation of the British people by annoullcing. "We must, therefore. acquiesce in lhe 
nc~c~sily~ which denollnces our Separation , and hold them . as we hold the rest or mankind. Enemies in War. .in Peac 
friends ... 

(8 ) [Thomas Paine), Cammon Mn,,: Icl,k"ssed 10 Ihe I l/haltiIOnl., (!( IIIIerit'Q .. (1 7761, pp. ~ I, 43 . 

(9) Samuel Ad.llI; to Joseph HOwley, Apr. IS . 1776. Leu.rs of Dclesate, to Congress. 1774 1789, cd. Paul H. SllIitl 
( 1976), vol. 3, p, 528; Tho",,,, Jefferso n, Notes o f l'rocecdings in 'he Conlinental Congress, JefT.rson Papers 1.3 12 

(1 0) Jonathan Mnyhe\\l, 1 DiS(:(jursf! Cott("~,.ning t:"lImi/(~d Submi.').SiUIl ,nu.l SOllri!Si.tltlnC(! 10 the Higher Pot! en . 
'(1750), p. 45; [John, Lord Som.rs1. l he Jllrlgmcnl ~/lVh"'. KIngdoms all" Sminns. Cnnceming Ihe Righls. Power < 
I'rer01(alll'" 0/Kin}?>. umllh. Righi,. I'r/"'/"1(e., and !'Fa"",."cs ,1 lite People ( 1710). par. 186: A Igemon Sidney. 
Dis.""",.s Concemi ,,!!, Government (169J), r. 181; John Ho.dly. ed., 17Ie II arks (II Benjamin If,/Udly ( 17731, vol. ~ 
36; "Pac ificus; Pem1s)'lv ..i. Ga,enc. Sept. 14, 1774. 

(I r) Becker. Declaration (if lndl:/Ht-ndt!tfce, p . .::!O I . ( 12) Hugh Blai r, l..eclltrt!!; on Rhetoric lind iJt'llt's I.e/Ires ("! 783), 
l, pp. 206'::07. 259. 

( 13) "Though!> on English Pro.ody" wa, enclosed in an undared lener of en October 1786 '0 the Marquis de Chaste 
The leHer i, pt'inted in Jefferson Paper; 10: 49R; rhe draft of Jefferson', e,say, wh ich has not been printed. is with tho 
leUcr to Ch""tellux in the Thomas k ff.wln I'oper.,. Library of Congress. lI'ashin&,on. DC. Julian P. Boyd. "The 
Declaration oflodependeflce: The Mystery of the I.ost Original ,lt Penfl.!J}/vUllia Magazine o[Hi.\'lOry mId Riography 
( 1976): 455-162, d iscusses "Thoughts on English Prosody" and its relation to Jefferson', reading te>.1 of the Decl.ra, 
Given the changes made by Congress. in some -sections or the Dec larati on, il sbould be noted that the sl}le oftJle 
preamble is distinclly Jeffersonian and was appmved by Congress with only two minor cnangl:s in wording frOlll 
JCOCrsOll'S fair COP) as reponed by the Committee of Five. 
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(14) Will iam Duncan, flu: Clell/Ctlt; oji.ogick ( 1748). p. 2~2. See a lso I,auc Wans. 1.(JJ!."'!' or. '/1.: 1<i[!.1)1 / 'Ie ofRe, 
in II", Fnll"I~\" !liel' Trulh, 8th cd. ( 1745). p. 304; [llenry . IdrichJ. A l omp<·ndlU/lI of'_Ogl,·. 3d cd . ( 1790 ), p. 23. 

(1 5) JelT.rson 10 Henry Lee, May S, 1825. 11", Writing. ~n7romu., J~lJer"ml , ed. Paul L. i c~sl er Ford ( 1892- 1899). \ 
10. p. 34 3, 

( 16) W ilbur Samuel Howdl. ''The De laration o r Independence and Eightcend,-CenlUry l.oglc." Wilhum ",,,1 11<lr:> 
Q/jarler~", 3d Ser. 18 ( 196 1), 463 84. clai m' Jenerson consc iously st ructured the Declnmtion a,,, s~lIogj'm wilh n 
evident ma.jor prem ise 10 fit the sl ilndards fo r scientifjc proof ad\anced in William Duncan's Elements of Logick. a 
leading logica l treal ise o f thc·cighleeolh century . A!io I argue in 8 rOf1hcoming essay. ho\\cvcr. !here is no hard evidel 
to connect Duncan's book wilh the- l.leclararion . Jeffe rson m il)' have read ElemetU'I ofl.o&Tl'd while he \\o'as !l student . 
Co llege of Wil liam and Mary. ul"e are nol tcrtai,n .hat he did. l ie owned a (:opy of it, but we cannot establi sh whc 
the edition he m'med was purchased before or after 1776. We cannot even say with com plete confidem.·c that Jeffersl 
inserted the word s "self-evident" in the Declaration: if he d id , it was only as an aftenhought in the pmcess orpol ishi 
his original draft . Moreover, upon close examinat ion it becomes clear thai the Declaration doe~ n01 fi t the method of 
scien tdi.c. rea.s.on1ng recom mended in Duncan's, Logick. Its "sel f· evidenf" truths are not s.clf·e ident in th.: rigorous 
technical sense" used by Dun 11; it does not pruvide the defin itions o f term~ that Duncan regards as the crucial first s 
in syllogistic demonstralioll~ and it docs not follow Dun can's injunction thal both tht: minor premi.s.e and tbe major 
premi!)c must be !telf·evident ira conclusion i~ to be demonstrated ill a single act of rcasOiling. The. sy llogisrn had be 
part oflhe intellectual baggB~e ofW "item civ il ization for twO tho Llsnnd yea.l'S, and the notion of self-evident truth w 
enU"a1 to el&hteenlh,~en lUI)' philosophy, Jeffer!l.on could rtndil)' have used both \"ilhnullurning to Duncan's Logkk 

ins.trucLioJ1. 

(1 7) "Dt!Clnmtiun" in John OJ~\'el l. i'1t'o"'Olilt'les Tht! !r1f~''J)re/er. ('ollcemirtR the vt!mline SignijkallOl1 q/ Such Oh,w 
wOlds (lnd Terms l.lst!d t.'"'j(h~r ill the ('ummon or SlGtl/le Laws o/This Realm. . t l68.q . For (he requiremcnt ... of leg 
declarations in various kinds 01" ci vil SUi ts duri ng the cighlecnth century. 5 e Willhnn Selwyn. A" Ahl·idgt.!nr~'" a/lilt 
Law ,I/,\'I.<I Prill.,. 4th cd, ( 18 17). 

U8} "'Fac," in Salnucl Johnson. I /)1t..'I;on1l7'}' ()J III,· English I.OlIgllc,zg4! : in Hluch Ih~ Words ure lkdw.:~d fro m 71l('ir 
Origil1" und !11l1slral~d III '/ h.lr Dljr",elll SlglllfimllOfIS b,l £'Ytllllpl<.I[rnlll the B'.II IIril." ( 1755 ), 

(1 9) Oxford I-.nglis lr Dictionury (19J.3), \'01. 4, pp. I I ~ 12: Sir Wil liam Blackstone, ( 'vil/memaries tl ll the [ ems off nJ 
(177 1). vol.. 4 . p. 39 ~ The Annuul Uegisli'I', Or a r ·lL')!" qfllw l Ji.stOl). Palilics, (lit,) Lill!.ralUre /or I~ ) i!(l r 1771 (177": 
57. 

(20) John Lind, . fn.mt"uo I~ Declol'r)liOI"l of (II(! A Inl!ricun CCm~rc.fiJ . , . ,5th ed, {I 716 ). p. 123. Because t.he griev3 
are nOl numbered in the Declaration, there ha.c; been disa~ement over how many tJll!fe are and how they should be 
numbered. 1 hayt follo""ed Sidney George Fisher. "The twenty·E.igh l Charges against the King in ihe Declaration 0 

Independence: hll1l.lylwnill .ll uRo::ine oJHislor; and Biography 31 ( 1907): 257-303, An altemalive numbering sy 
is used by Wills, Inl'f!nt ing Amt!rica, pp. 68-75. 

(21 ) Samuel A dams to John P illS. ca . Jul) 9, 1776, Leuers nJ Delegales 4, ~17. n,. sole congress ional paper beron: 
Declaration of I.ndependence to li st grievances topically was the 1774 Bill of Rights (Hutson , Oec.:l!nt Respect, pp. ·V. 

(22) [Thomas HUlchinson], SIr;,'I,,"" uron lire DeC'iarcJlion 'l/I lte ('un!:,·e.'s at Phiiadeip/riCl. . (1776). p. 16; Ralph 
Cudwortl •• 71," Tille Intelleclual !>,I'siem of the I 'nNerse (1678i. p. 60 I ; Richard Hooker. Of II", I.alf'.' (If u :clesw.lIlc 
Pol ilie ( 1594 1596), vo l. 5, sec. 67. p. 178, 

(23) Belween 1764 and 1766 England added Iwell ')'- !;V. comptrolle",. four , ,, , ,,e),o,,, genera l. and one plantatiM el, 
its c ustorlls service in AmeriCIt. II added seventeen morc officia ls in 1767 with the crc.nlion o f a Bourd of Customs 
CommissiooerS to reside in Boston. ·Ihesc l1ppointments may also have generated rt mild ri pp le effect, resu lting in th 
hiring of 0 ftw les~r employees lO help WIth oftice chc' res and cu toms searches. but there is no way to I>.. now, s.lnce 
records are now I(lS I.. See '1"11 mas C. Barro\-\. . Trade um) E",pmJ: The nriU~h U51DI1I~' &''''ice In Colonial Amerh.:aoo 
1775 (1967). pp. 186- 187,120-221. 

(24) Howard M umford Jones. "The Declaration of Independence: A Critique." in !'he Dec/ara/iO/l oJlndependencc 
EAfisaJ f ( 1976). p, 7; senrence against Ri chard III in Rottdi ParliamenJvrum : 'II VI pelitiones placito in Parliamellw ( 1 
1832). vo l. 6 , p, 276. 

(25) Thomas JelTerson to Maria CQsway, Oct. 12. 1786, Jeil"csQ/1 i'upers 10: 451; John Adams to Benjamin Hi chbo 
\o1tly 29, J776. f.£tlers 0/Dtdegalf!$ 4: 96; Paine. l ommon Sense. pp. 40-4~ . 

(26) See note 20 fo r bibliograph ic information on Lind's pamphlet.. 

(27) Becker. D<clarat;,,,, n/lndependenc. , p. 1~7. 

(28 ) For the impOltatlce of fame and honor (0 the revolutionaries. see Douglass Adair. "l;"ame and tht' Founding Fath 
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in Fame: cmd the FomlCling F(JIhrrs. ed. Tre\'or Colbourn (1 97-l ). pp . J.26; Garry Wilts. Cil1dl1l1CltllS" (ieol'gf! Wa.rhi, 
and liIo I nhgillenmf nt (1984), pp 109 14 8: Bruce \1irort~ "John Adams: Meril , FoOle, .nd Po li lical Leadership," Ja 
oj Polili,'" 48 ( 1986 ): 116-1 32 , n,. quolmion aboul JetTerwn's "h.ppy tal."t for composit ion" is fro "" John Ad.IIls I 
n mothy P i c~ering, Aug. 6. 1822. The Works of Ju/w "dum" ed. Charlc, Froncis Adams (1 850). vol. 2, p. 51 1. The 
stalement ntH."Iut peers of Lhe realm is from DfadcrIOnf!. COmffltmiaries I : ~O 

(29) Froncis Bacon. n" " .1" <1) '1:,' 0" Co,m,_', . Civill lind .lIorall . . (1 (,25) . pp. J 13·) 14. ee Adair. Tome nnd Ihe 
Fuuoding Fathers:" pp . 11 ..-\ J 5, forthc importance of Bacon's essay on honor among th ... revolutionaries . 

(30) cr. Ginsberg. "The Decllll1l1ioll "' l~hetoric . " p. 228. 

Gbock 10 mom dedo rohon o f Independe nce pogJ 

L.earn about Ou.- N:.l.1iollfll TrrHsu~ . in terest ing and infomlative facts about the Dreclarntion and it~ history . 

l 

[ ... lop 01 page 
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Dec/aratioll (lfllldfPClldfll(C 
~ la rgor i rn ogc~ [ rC::J d Irar, !.c r' ip l • II download hig I ~ rc ~ oluhori i Cge~ __ II rt'ICf(: re:!.o urcc~ 

The Decla ration of independence: A Transcription Iprinler-friendly version 

IN CONG RESS, .July "', J776. 


TIle una nimous Declara tion or the Ihi rtr-eo ull ited Sta tes of America. 


When in the Cours~ of humn.n events, it becomes necessal) for one people (0 dissolve the politi cal bunds which havt 
connectt:d them v. ilh anolher. and to 8 sume among the powers orme eanh. the sep::J rate and equal ~tarion to which 1 
Lnws of NtIl U~ and o f Nruure's cnl 111e fh~m . a decent respect to Lht: opinions of mankind ~quin!s thal the), shot 
declare the C3USes w hich impel lhem to .he separmi n. 

We ho ld Lbese (ruths to I;>C!' selr·eviden t. thdt a ll men art,; crel.ltoo equa l, that 1he) nrc e ru..lowed by the ir Creator with Ct 

unollenflble Rights, thot among Ihe e are Li fe, Li berty nnd the pursuit of I I up pi ness.··Thot to secure Ihe,e righls. 
Gove rnment an: ins tituted <Hnong Men. deriv ing their jusl power~ from the Ct)O~ent or th(~ governed, - ·nml wheru:v 
any Form of Gov¢mmenl becomes destructive of (hese ends, it j th ~ RighI oflhc People to alter or to abolish h, and 
ins titu te new Government, laying its fo undation on such pri nci ples and o rganizing its powers in such ronn. as lo the1 
shal l seem "'oS! lik ely 10 errecl thei r Safet), and Happiness . Prudence, indeed , w ill d ick1t. thai Governments long 
eS1abi ished should no t be changed for light Bnd trans ient causes ; and accordingly all experience hath shewn. thru 
mankind ilre nlort" d i~poscd 10 !JuJTtr, " hill:: e ils arc sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the foml ~ to 
which the)' are accustomed . UU! when a long train o f abusc~ and usurpations. pursuing invariably the same Object 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is the ir righ i, it IS their du t) . to Ll lCO \" o ff such Guvernl 
and to provide new Guards for their fut ure security.- Such has been the patienl suITemnce of these Colon ies: anti :,uc 
nOw the necessi ty which constrains them to alt.e r thei r former Systems of Government. The history of lhe p'TCsem Kli 
Great Bri tain is a histoI) o f r<:'peated injuries and usurpations. all having in direct object the establishme nt of an aus(
'r Y1"'.:tnny ove r these Stat~3, To prove this. let Facts be submilted '0 a candid world . 

I Ie has refused h is Assenl lO La ws. thc most wholesome and nCCl'Ssary fur the publ ic good. 
He has forbidde n his Govemors to pass Un.,,",S or imm ediole and press ing i m portC1nct~ unless. s U$pt.·n ded in 
their operdt io ll till his AS5cnt s houl d be obtained; and when so s"uspc\lded, he ha...;; Ilttcrly neglccted to 
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BttClld to ahe m. 
He has refused to pass other law. for the accommodation of large dislncts of people, unless ,llU,e people 
" ould re li nquish the right of Representation in the J .egistature. a right inestimable-to uu.:m and formidable 
t" tyr.,"t. only. 
He has called together legi!\:l alivC! bodies al places unusual, uncomfortable. and distant from the 
deposit.., ry of thei r public Records, fo r th sole purpose of faliguing thtm into cOl11p liance with his 
measures. 
He has dissolved Representari,,'e Houses repeatedly, fhr opposing with man ly limuless bis invasions on 
the rights of Ihe people. 
He hes refused for a long time, after Sllch dis>olutiom, to cause oth.rs to be ck etcll, whereby the 
Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large: fOI' theirexercise; the 
Stafe remaining ill the mean rime exJ>Osed to all the dangers of in vasion from "" itOoul,. and convulsions 
within . 
He has tndcavourcd t { l prcvt'nt the: population of these States: for that purpose ohstructing (he Laws for 
Naturalization of Fore igners; refusing to pass others to encourage 1ne ir migrations hither, and ra ising the 
conditioll s of ne'.,. Appropriaf iofls of Lands.. 
He has obstructed th~ Adminislrat ion of Justice, by refus ing bis Ass<:nt lll Laws for establishing Judi ciLlry 

wen; . 
He has made Judges dependent on hi s Will alone. for the tenure of thei r offic-es. and th e' amou nt and 
I"aymeut of their salaries. 
He has erected a multi tude of Ne\\ Offi ces. and sellt hither swarm s of O f11cers to harrass our JX..~p lc, :md 
eat out the ir substance. 
He has kept among us, in times of peace_ Standing Armies \' ithout the Consenl of our legislatures. 
He has Dffected t(l render the Military independenl of and superior 1O the Civil p(.)\\~r. 
He has comb ined with ~')thers 10 subject u. to a jurisdic tion foreign lo our constilution, and 
unacknowledged b} our law ; giving hi Assent to their Acts of retem,kd Lcghlat ion: 
For Quanering Inrge hodic. ofnnned tTOOpS among us: 
For protecli ng them, by n mock Trial, from punishme nt for any Murdl'rs which they shou ld commit on the 
Inhabitants of these States: 
For cutting off our Trade w ith all parts of the world : 
For imposing TilX C!) on us without ou r Conkn!": 
For det"1r iving us ill many cases, of the benefits of Tdal by Ju ry: 
For transporting us. beyond Seas to be tried fu r pre tl..':ndcd offences 
For abolishing the.: free Sys.tem o f' English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein Ull 

Arbitrary govern ment, al,d enlorging its IJ oLJuduries so as to render it alonce an c,xamplc and fi t 
instnlment for introducing (he same absolute rul e in to these. Colonies: 
For fak ing away our Chaners, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamenta lly lh~ Forms 
of our GOl;lerllments: 
For sus pending our own Legislature5, and declari ng thcms.el vt's invested with pm\>er 10 legislate fo r us in 
all cases whatsoever. 
He has nbdicalcd Govcmmell t here, by dt cJnr iug US out of hi s Protection and waging W;lr aga inst U'O. 

He has plundered ur seas. ravaged our Coasts. burnt our 10\\nS, and destro)ed the Ii\' es ofour peo ple. 
H. is at this tune tr""Sport;'lg large Amlies oF forc ign \.lerecnari c. to compleat the works ofdeath, 
desolation nnd tyranny, alrendy begun with circumstances orCrueh), & perfidy c. rc Iy pnrnlleled in the 
most barbarous < 8. and totally unworthy the Heild ofa civil ized nation. 
He: has con !It iI\ed our fellow Citizens taken Capti \' e on the hig.h ens to bear Arms <lgaillSI thd r 
COuntry, to become the c"(ccut ioncrc; of thei r friends and I3 rethren. or to fall themselve!l by (heir Hand 
He has excited domestic insu rrec tions amongst us. and has endeavoured to bring on Ihe inhubitants of our 
frontiers , the merc iless Indian Savag~. whose known ru le of \"arfore.. i <.in undistinguished des truction of 
all ages. sexes and C'onditions.. 

In every :stagt! ofth'"Sc Oppressions We ha ve Petit ioned for Redress in the most humble terms : Our repeated Petit ion 
ha\'c been l.:1r1swcred only by repeated inj u[~y , A Prince whose character is thu ~ marked b) (.' very aOl which may de fi n 
T) rant, is unflt to be Ihe ruler of a free peop le. 

Nor have \Ve been \\'antlng in anemions to our Britti sh brethren. \Ve havl: wamcd them from lime 10 time ofanel1l rH 
their legislature to extend an un\\"arrantablejurisci iction over us. Vile have rcmindc.-d them ufthe circu mstances ofoul 
emigration nnd settlemem here. We have appealed to thei r native justice and magnanimilY. and \\o'e have conjured Itl( 
by tbe lies of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations.. \0\ hich......ould i(levitably imerrupt our co nnections .. 
correspondence. They loo have been deaf to the- voice of justice and ofconsaIlg.uioity . We nltLR therefore. acqui csc~ 
the necessity, which denou nces our Separation, and hold them. \\0 hold the rest of mankind, Fnemies in War, in P 
friends. 
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Wr, therefore, the Re pre)entati v~s ofth~ united Slates of America. in Gencml Cong.ress. ssetn bled, appealing 10 lh 
uprcn1t!: Judge of the world ro r the rcC' t itu d ~ of" our intentions, d~), in the Name. and b) ut hori ty or .he g{)od Pco pl \ 

these Co lonies. so lemnly publi sh am.! declare, Thil l lhe5c nited Colon iL~~ aft:., and of Righ t OUg.hl tu be Free and 
Inde penden t Siales; that the) a re A bsolved from a ll Alkg iance to th e British Crown, and t ha t a ll po liticol !;~lIlnectior 
ol't WCCn Ihem find the- Stall' ofG reat B ritain . i5 and ought to be toUllly disso lved ; and tha t as Free and Independent S 
they hnve fu ll Po wer to lev)' War, conclude Peace, contract Allionces. estab lish COl11merce, and It) do all other Acts 
Things which Indl' pcndent States ma) o f right do. And fOT the SupP()]1 ofthis D ecl aration , w ith a firm re l ioncc on Ih. 
protection of divine Provide nce, we mutually pledge w each other OHr Live s. . ou r Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

The 56 ,f!. igllatures ,lrJ rhe lJec/urafivn appear j" (he posiiiolls intii(.'ared: 

Column I 
Ceorgi.; 

Butto n G''Io'innd l 

Lyman I-hll l 

Gcnrgc WHIton 


Column 2 
Noreh C.rolin. : 

Will iam I loo~e r 

Joseph Hev.·cs 
John Penn 

Quih (".roli"": 

Edw.rd RUlledgc 

Thomas l-IeywDrd~ Jr. 

Tho 111 as LYl)ch, Jr. 

Arthur Middleton 


CoLumn 3 
Massac.husetts: 
John lIancud . 

I.ryla"d: 
Samuel eh ... e 
Will iom Paca 
Thon,as Stone 
Ch . ries Carrol l of armlhon 
Virginia: 
George W) lh. 
Ri chard I lenry I.e. 
Thomas Jefferson 
Benjamin Hanison 
f honms N~ 150n \ Jr. 
Fnmc is Ligln foot L~t: 
Cart~ Brux(\ln 

Column .. 
P~nn:!ly , \ril lli" : 

Robat Morris 

Benjam in Ru,h 

Bt:njmn in Frank l in 

Jolln Morton 

George C lymer 

James Smi th 

George Taylor 

Jam es \\rilson 

George Ross 


Del a \~' .. re: 
Caesar Rodney 
Gcurgc Read 
f homss McKean 

Column 5 
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, ..·i(:w b (go~~1 reoo Iron!.c ripi _ II dc-Y/nlood hign -rcsoluhon 

D uring the debates on the adoption or the Constitution , 
i15 opponents rcpefHed ly charged thai the Constitution as 
drafted would open the woy to ty ranny by the central 
government. Fresh in their minds was the memory o r lh!: 
British violation of civil rights before and du ri ng the 
Revolution. fhey demanded a "bit! of ri ghL'\" that would 
spell out the immunities of individua l c itizens. Severa l 
state con ventions in their fonnal ratification ur the 
Constitution as "-cd for such amelldm l!'n t5: olhe ratified 
the Constilulion v. ith the undcrsulndlng. that the 
am en dm ents would be offered. 

On September 25, 1789, the I' ira ('e n gr." of the United 
State, therefore pr poscd to the slate legis l31u rcs I~ 
amendments ro the Constitution thaf met argull1 en t~ most 
rrequelli ly advanced against it . Thc fi rsl tWO proposed 
amendments, which concerned the: number o f 
con.sti men~ for each Repre~cntalive and the 
compensulion of Cl'lngn.~~rn en. \\'cre m,11 ratified . AnicJcs 
3 to 12., however. [llt ified by three-fo unhs of thc: sta re 
legis latures. cOllstitute the l'ir~l 10 amendments of the 
Constitution, known as the Bill o r Righls . 

IVISit Ihe 6"1of rights in person • I 

I L'anl \1011.: 

Aboullhl. Bill oJ R\'.,hL~ 


The snide .tAMnre-'yerff~1 lIniun" provides an ill­
depth look at the Constitut ional Convention. tbe 

Imogo~ 1 mort: re i01J r(e ~ lbel,,-.V" 

( , , I, ' 

lClickJm"ge to Il nlB~.) 

lorl.' CPlhlilllllOnal . \Jnl.lld ll'r 

Amendments 1- 10 coost 
what is known as the Bi 
Rights. Discover tho oW 
cbang. :and additions 
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ralification process) and the adop tion orthe Bill of 
Rigbts. 


. \ \OiU.'ll[ I h~ 'nl ' (;..ort!-C ('."011 


A, Ihe d. I.~. les gathered allhe 
Pc;nns)'lvania SHU!: House in 
Ma,) 1787 to "revise" the 
Article of Co"fell.~....tio". 
Virgini a delegote George 
Mason wrOle, "The Eye' oflhe 
United StQIC'S are turned upon 
(his A5..\cmbly and their 
EXpect3t iOils r3ised 10 a \relY 
anxious Degrct:." \IIason had 

earlier written the Vir~i.Di:t Declaration of j{ijtht~ Ihat 
strongly In fl uenced Thomas JcfferSO tl in wrinn g the 
first pan oflhe O..I~r.tion onndependence. He len 
the convenlion bitterly dlSLlppointed, ho\.\o'ever. and 
became one of the Constitution's mosl voca l 
opponems. "II hils 11 0 du la rntlon or righls.'· he \-VilS 

to state. Itimately. George Mason's views prevrt iJcd . 
When James Madison dnlfled the amendments to the 
ConsLitutiun thai wc-re to become the BiB of Rights. he 
drew heavily upon the ideo, put forth in the Yj a;inin 
O••JI.\ra1ioll of ~" . 

.. prevIous 

I.. lop of page 

been made 10 the 
C"l\nSli tu tion over the pn 
200+ Yf 3". 
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Ii\oW or HIlAIIIIIIS Tlf[DEClAMTlIlIIOfIiOD'OCQUj C[ TlIECOHsnTilTlIIN TltE BlllDflMilfTS I PI\CTDfTIILClwmJIS 

I 

bock 

The PrealDble to The Bill of Rights 

Congress ortb. l>uilcd StOles 
begun anJ held at the City of cw- York . all 
W~dnesdny the fo urth of March. onCi! thousand scv\:n hundred and eight)' nine. 

THE Convenfion'i of a number of the States, having at the time of the ir adopting the 
Const itUlion, expressed a des ire, in order to preven t misconstruction or abuse o f its powc.~ 
that further ded nratol) and restrictive clauses shou ld be added: ;\nd <lS c~ lend!l\g the 
ground of pub IiI,;. confidence in the Govemment.. \\ ill b~ten.surc: Ihe benl:llcenl ends MOilS 
insti tution . 

RE OLVED by the Senate and Hou~e of Represcnuni ve~ nflhe Un ited ' tates of Ameri ca. 
in Congrt s assembleu. LWo thirds of bot h Houses concurring, lhru tne follm\>"lng AMide:.; be 
proposed to the Legisla tures of the 5ic\'era l Stales. as amendments to the Constitut ion of the 
Unil~d Ultes . all. o r any of which Arti cles. when rntiJied by Ih1'ee founhs of the said 
Lcgishuurcs, 10 be valid to all intents and purposes, iti p£tr1 ofthe s..1id COJls.tirution; viz. 

RTIC1.ES in addition to. and Amondmcnt of the Constilution of th. United Slales of 
America. proposed by Cungn::s.s. and rali fi ed by the Lcgislalures of the several Stal~ S, 
pursuant to the fifth. Article u r the orig inal Constitution. 

The Bill of Rights: A Transcription [ printer-froendly verSIon 

Note: The following. rext is a tmnscri ption of lhe first len amendments to the Cunslirll tjoll in th eir original form. TIle 
amendments \\'cre rarified December IS. J791. and form what is known as Lhe "'Bill of Rights, " 
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Amendment I 

C ngn:s.50 hall Jnake no Inw respecting an estahlishment of relig ion. or prohIbiting the free cxcrcbe thereof; or IIbrid 
the freedom f speech. ur o[ the pn.:ss; or the right of the peopl e pencC1lbly to assem hle. and to pelition lh< Govcrnm, 
fo r a r dress of grievnnces. 

Amentlment n 
A well regulated Militia. being nec"ssary to the security of. free State. the right of the people 10 keep and bear Am' 
snail not be iofringed. 

Amendment UI 

t\u So ldier $hall) in lime of pc ace be quartered in any house, witho Ul lht: consent oftht: Ovmer, nor in lime of war, b 
H manner lO be prescri bed hy law . 

Amcndment IV 

The right o f t il e people to be secun! in their pers ns, hou~es . papers, and errec l.~ . against unreasouabk searches tlnd 
seizures . sholl nOI be violoted. "nu no W''''lOts , hall i""o. bUl upon probable cause. supported by Oath or affim'"ti , 
and particul arl~ describing lh place to be search d, Dnd the p rsons or things (0 be seized . 

AmcDllmcnt V 

o person shall be held to ans\,.er fo r a cap ita l, or o tflt:rwise infamo us crime. un less on a presentment or indictment 
Gmnd JUI')" t"xcept in cases arbing i l l the land o r naval forces, or in the Mili tia, when in act ual service in time: ofWa 
public danger. nor sha ll M)' person he subject Jar 1he same oflence tu be tv. ice put in jeopardy of life or limb: nor sh 
be compelled in any c ri minal case to be a witness aga iJ1st hi01 ~elr. nor be dep ri ved o f life. liberty , or propeny, withol 
due process ofl[l w; nor sohall private prope rty be taken for public use, withou t jusl compensalion. 

Amendment VI 

1n all criminal prosccUliol1s, the flceuscd shall enjoy the right to a ~Jl"'Xdy and publ ic tri al. b} an imrnf1ial jury orLhe 
and district whc::rein the crime shall Inwe been committed, which dis lrict shall have betn previously asccnained by Is 
and 10 be informed of Iht" nature and clluse of the ac-c usat ion; to be confronted \ \> ilh lhe wimesses against him; 1.0 hav 
co nlpulso ry pl'occ.s.s for obtain in g " it ness 5 in his favor. und to have lhe AssiSlUnce of Counsel for his dclCnce. 

Amendmcnt VII 

In uits a t common law. wh 'i: n: the value in cont roversy shall c}:cced tweni)' do llars, the righl of InaI b} jury sholl bt: 
preserved~ and no fa cl tried by a ju ry, shall be otherwise re-CX<1lll ill l.."d in any ourtofthe United States.. than ru:cordi 
th ru les of the conU1l0n law. 

Amendment VIU 

Excess.ive bai l shall nOI be requ ir~ nor cxcessi\o'e fi nes imposed.. no r ertlel and unusual pLL nishmcJ1l~ inf11cted . 

Amendment IX 

l Ite- enumeration in the Conslitulion. of certain rights. sha ll nor be construed to deny n r disparage othl"fS rcl:d in e:..J by 
people. 

Amendment X 
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The power< 001 deles.,ed 10 .he United States by the C o'''tulion . nor proh ibited by it to the Slat." arc reserved 10 I 
SI(Ue, fespecti,.I). or to the people . 

_mendmeJ!l. 11 ·27 

Note: Th~ c..tl'"ltll,r"llon and (lun.. lumil'" in Ihl' 'C~IOI1 i\ I(llm Ihe mmlk-J ..m~n:ll ('Ij Int: J~lnl Rc:~ohllml1 ('J((' OJ1~ pr(lf)MI"~ ,he: U.U of B.!£Nl. 
IS on pem1;)J'l(!nl dlSIII~ III I~ R.otund.:'J oj lhe ~tjcmal .'~h~\·c.._Bmldln~. Wa\hmglon. f) t 

[ .. top 01 page 
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lMPAl:T IITTHE I:IWIlBISMAIlI<GOflHE fIRS TIlE O[ClAAATlUN or INOD'Ol CE 

I 

bock COl1stitlltion <If" the [ nited fa tes 

r ' I 

The Constitution: Amendments 11 -27 Iprlnler-frlendly """'on 

Constirutional Amendments 1-10 make up \"" hat is Imcn.vn as The iji ll of Rights . 
j\ mendmcnlS 11-21 are listed below. 

AMENDME TXl 

IJlI.1sed by ('(mRr~":'/ \/ul'ch"/' 179./. RUli/i(!d Ff!bruUl)' ? f7Y 5. 


Nute: Al1icl t: 11 r. ~cction 1. of the ."onsliLulioll was modIfied by amendment 11 . 

The JudiciaJ power of the United Stales shall not be construed fO c)!tcnd 10 any suit in law urequity. commenced or 
proseculed againsl one or Ihe Lnilcd Sla!"" b} Cilizcns of anuther State. or by Citizens or Subjects or uny Foreign SI 

AMENDME T Xli 

P,,~sed hy Co"~".<., ,, D"'"m~cr Y, T OJ. 1I1l1Jji<d JUlI<! 15, 11IfI-/. 


Note: A portion of.t\rticle IT . sectio n t of tile "oJ1!1 li tll tion wa, \ upcrsedcd by the 121h amendment. 

n le Elector.s shall meet in thei r respective sta tes and vote b} ba llot for Prl"sidcnl and VIce· President:. one of whom , ;: 
lea.<;j t , shall not b~ an inbabitnm of the samE' st...lc wilh thell1sel\'es~ they shall name in their ballots Ihc persUIl votcti f( 
Pre:s.idL"1lL, and in d istinct oallo15 the pt"rson vOled for a<; Vice·Prcsidcnt, and (hey shall make d i!>"1inCllislS oroll perso 
voted fo r as Pres ident, and of all person "Ole<! fo r as V ice· President. and of the number of vo tes lor e.ac h, which list 
they shall sign flOd cenify. and transmi t sealed to thl: seat o f the governmcni of the L1nited ~tates, directed 10 lhe 
President of lhe Senate.; - the President oCthe SelHue shall . in the prL"'Scllcc or tne Senate and Holl.,'i.c or Rcprc~cnl8th 
open all t.he cert ificates and the votes ~halilhen be co unted; - l1lt": per~on having th ~ greatest number of vote"l for 
Pr"esrdenl sh.all be the President. jf ~uch number be a majority of the whole numbt!f of EleclC'lrs appo inted: and i f no 
perso n huvc: .such majnrity~ then from t h~ persons having th~ high~s:t numbers n Ol exe.eeding three 011 the list o f thos( 
voted for as President, 1he House of Representatives ~h all choose immediately, by ba l10L th e President. But in choos 
the: President. the votes shaH be: taken by Slates, .he representation fro m Conch sla le having on.e vOle; 11 quorum fOf thi 
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purpose: ~huH consist ofn member or member~ from rwo-thirds 0 the states, and a ~ajori ty of all the ~t~{es shall b~ 
necessarY I "choice . lAnd if thc I louse of Rep,est!ntalil'es sh.1I not choose a P,,,,, ,dent when.-or the nght or hOle, 
,hall d.;olv. upo n thelll. before the (ourth day of March neXl fo llowing. Ihen Ihe Vice-P,.csidenl shnll ,'ICI as Presid~ 
in cast: of thl!' denth or other consti tution al di Ilbi lity of the' Pri."S idenL --J. fhe person hnvlng d1t: greatest number 01 
as ViccaPresidenl . shull be the Vice·Pres;denl. if such number be a majority of the wlmtc number of Electors :lppoin l 
and if l10 person h{) .... 4,! a nliljorit)t , Ihen1rClm the IWO highest num bers on the list. the SenUle shall choose the ~ic.:e. 
P rcsident~ a quorum for lhe pUI~ shall consist oftwo- thit'ds of the whole number ofSenalors. and n ma.lonl), oftt· 
whole numbt:r ~hall be necessary to a choice. But no person const itutionally ine ligible to the office of Pn::sident ~h•.d l 
eligible 10 t"al of Vice-President of the United Slates. 

*Sfl~rse.dcd hy section J 0/ 'he 10lh amt:!ndmenl. 

AMENDME T XIII 
Passed by .ongr<" J",,,,U1'), J I. 1865. Ratified De.;ember 6. 1865. 

~ote: A portion II f Ankle IV: sCC:Llon 2. of the Constitution \\<as superSeded by the 13th amendment. 

St<tiou 1. 

",,'eit her slavery nor iuvoluntary scrvituclt'. except as a punishment fo r crime whereof the pan)'" shall have been duly 

convic ted, sholl exi:st w'ilh in the nifcd tates, or ~ny place ;subj eel 10 Ihl.: ir jurigdiction. 


Stetio" 2. 
Congress ~hQII have pO\"er to ~nforce t'h is article by appropriate legjsl3lion. 

AME OMENT XIV 
Pas,,,d by ('(m~,'r.ss Jllne 11. 1866. I(mi{ied JIlIy 9. I H6 

Note: Article I. section 2. of the lonst itution was modified by section 2 of the J 4th amendmt'rH. 

Section I. 

All p~rso l'5 hom or nalLJI'alind in the Uni(cd Smles. and subject to the jurisdiction thereof. are ci tizens of the Unitll!d 

Stotes and ofth< Slale wl,erein thC) r ide . No Stato shallillake or enforce any law which shall abridge Ihe privilese 

inununities of citi zens. of the United Slates; nor shal l any State deprive any plI!rson of" life. Iibe-rty. or prop~ rty. vdthol 

due process of la\\'; no r deny to an)' perso n within its jllris:diction the equal protection of the laws. 


Section 2. 

Representatives shall be: apportioned among the severa l States accordi ng to their respective numbers, counting the w 

number of pe~ons in each State. excluding Indians not to:;\ed. But when lhe right 1.0 vote at a ny election for the cboi, 

electo r:) fOf Pr('sident and Vice-President oflhe United States, Rcpreseillotives in Con,b'TeS5, the ExecUl ive and Judici 

officer.; of" Siale. or the mell1 ber.; of tlle Legi,l"ture Olereof. is denied to "flYof lhe lIlale i nhabitanls of such Stalc. t 

,\"cnt)' ~onc years orage.* and citizens of the United SlateS~ or in any way abridged, c~ccpt for purticipalion ill rebell 

or oilier Cnmt. the basis ofrepresentati n therein sha ll be reduced in the propol1ion \OI;hich the number of such male 

d liZl!ns shnll bear to the whole num ber of male citizens twen ty-one years of age in such State. 


Stetion 3. 

~l) persal l !thaI! be a Senator or Represenlat ive in Congress) Or declor of Prc:)iden t and V j ce~Pre.s iden ll or hl;lld any 

oOke, civi l or lIli litary, under the United Slates, Of under any Slate, who, having prt!violls ly taken rul oath, as a mem 

of Congress. or HS an oflker of the United tates.. or ilS a member of any Sta te tegislutu re: or os an executive or judie 

offi cer o f any SUlle~ to SUPPOl1 tJlt Constitution of the United tales, shall have t.!ngaged in insurrection Of rebellion 

against the same. or gi ven aid or comfon to The encmi c: Ihereof BUI Congress may b)' a ote of t\\ o·third:\ of each 

1·louse. remove such disability. 


Section ... 

The v8 l i dil~ oflh. public debt or lb" United States, "ul~OTizcd by law. illCludil1!;debls incurrcJ fol' paYlllel1l of pen, 

and boul1lies for services in supprt's5;in,g iJisurrection o r rebellion. sho ll not be que.stioned. But neither the United St3 

nor an)' St&le shall ilssumc or pay any debt Or obli gation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion agai nst the Unite 

Siales, or an) clai rn fo r the loss or emanci pat ioll of any s.lave; but al l such dehts, obligat iuns and claims shall he hek 

illegal and void. 


Section S. 

The Con gress sha ll have Ihe power (0 enforce, by appropriate legisl;:nion . the provisions Of lhis an ie le . 


*( '/uUlged by secliou I o/The 26th umt"mlmcml. 
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AME DME TXV 
Pms.d hy COl~"".<S f cbf!lorJ' 26, 11169 flatifled Fe!>""",")" 3, 1870. 

Seellon I. 

The right ofcitizens or the United Slates to vole shall not be derued or abridg~d by the nit d . lutes or b) an)' Slate 

account of race, color. or previous condition of ~\!rv (tude·· 


StcIiOD 2. 

The Congress sball have thl..' power to enforce this aniclc by appropriate legis lar ion. 


AMI': DME TXVI 

Possed by Congress Jul)'? 19O!J. lIatified Fehruw), J. 1913. 


Nute: Artit:l c I. section 9. o rthe Constitution was modified by ame lldment 16. 

11.e Congres.s s.hal l have po\\er to loy wid collect uues on incomes, trom whllle\'er Source derived, wlthoul 
apportionment among 'ht" :,everal StLltes. and without regard to any census or enumtrulion. 

AMENDME T X II 
Pusseel by ,mlgress .\la)' IJ, 1912 fl lltijiecUpnl II. 191 J 

Not.: Article t scctioJl .3~ of (he Const ilution was modi fl ed by the 17th amendment. 

The S< nille oflhc Un iled Slalcs ,h.1I be composed of lwo Sen.101'S from cech Stale. elected by Ihe people the",of. fe 
)'ears: and each Sc:nawI' shall hnve one vOle , The elect rs in eaoh State sha ll It ve the qu alificaLions requisile for elec 
of the nlOst numerous branch of lhe Stale legis latures. 

\Vhcn "'8cancies happen in the representation o f any Stflle ill the Senate: . Ine executive 3ulhorilY of such ~ tate shall i: 
writ of elec ti on to IiI I ~uch vacandes: Prol'ided, That the legis latu rL' of any State may empower the executive ilicm 
male temporary appointments unn t the peop le fill the ,¥ocancies by decliofl as the legis l<:l.l ure may direct. 

Thi s amendmellt s.ha llnot be so ~o tl slrued as to affect lht, e leet'ion or term of aflY Senator chosen before: tl becomes \ 
as pan of rhe Constitution. 

AMENDME T XVHI 
Passed hy rfJngre.H lkcf.'mher 18, 19 1' ~ Ratijif!.clJamlal)' 16. 1919. Rep(wlt!cI by (lmentiml!1I1 1/ 

ec110n I. 
After one year 110m (he I1Iliticalian of this art icle ,he manu facture, sale. or lransponali n ofi n to.'\icatlng liquor') willi 
Ule importaticm thereof into, or the cxponatil'ln thereof [TO rn the United StattS and nil lerril,'}!) subject to the Jurlsdkt 
Ihereof for be\.ruge purposes is hereby prohibilcd. 

ectlon 2. 
TIle CO llg rc~ . and lhe sc\'crnl t..1les shall hnv( concurrtnt po\\ cr 10 e nforce (h is tuti I by appmpriatc legislntion . 

&ction 3. 
nli s [t11icle ;,h1111 be inoperative unless it shall have b«n rulilied as an lUllendmc:nt 10 the Con stitution by Lhe Icgis lat 
ofIhe severnl St(.l tcs, as provided in rhe Constitution, within ~cven )- ears fn,"I 1ll the date of the ~ u bm issio" hereof to th 
Slates by the Congress. 

AMENDMENT XIX 
Passed bJ Congress June../, 1919. Rarified AugllslllJJ.220. 

The right of citizens of the United Swl~ tu vOle sha ll not be denied or abridged b) the United Slates o r by Bn) Slate 
accouru of sex. 

Con!:.,'ieSS !ihall have power to enforce this art icll.! b) appropriate kgis ialiu ll . 
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AME DMENTXX 

Pa'f,"'cd bv ( ~onf!.re.~s .\h..lrch 1. /9J1. Rmijit.!d J1I111/ury 2J. j 933. 


Note : Anici l! 1. s.ection .... of the CfmSlilution v.as modilif.'d by s ction 2 or~h i s amendmtlll . ln addition, 8 ponioll or 

l11h amcltdment was superseded by seclion J. 


Section I. 

]11. terms orthe Presi~cnt .Jld the Vi". President sholl end .t noon on the 20th day of Jonuary, and the termS of Sen 

and ReprCSCDlati ves nt nOon on the 3d dflY of Jan uary. ofthc years in which su h tcmlS would ha\'e ended iflhis ani 

had not been ra1ified; and the terms of their successors ~hnJl then begin, 


SecIiOD 2. 

The Congress shall R.<;.scmble eH lea..'\t onCe in every year. and ruch meeting shall begin [I t nOO Il on the 3d da) of Jilnu. 

unl ess they sha ll by law appoint a d itTerent day. 


Section 3. 

If. at the time fixed for the begi nning ofule lenn of Lhc President , the President elect shall have tiled. the Vice Presic 

eh:c( shal l becom~ P,-esident. If a J" rc~ident sball no. have bt.:n chus!!n before the lime fixed for the beginn ing of hi!i 

term, '" iflh. President elect shall h"" fai led to 'Iua!if . then the Vic< President elect sho ll oct .. President until a 

Pre5id~n L shall have qual ified: and the Congress may by law provide for the case whert'in neither a Prc-.Mdent elect III 

Vi e l>resident shall have qualified. declaring \\rho shall then act a.." Presidc nl . or Ihe manner in which une \\ho h~ te') , 

<hal l be ..,Ieeted. and such person sho ll act accordingly until R I'resident or Vi • Pre,idem shall have qun lifi«l. 


celion 4, 
1l1!! Congr~5s muy b). law provide ror Lhl! case of the de~lth of any of the persons from whOnl lhc House rtf 
Rcprcscnt'8ti\'cs ml.1J choose (J 'President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them: and for the Cill 

the death of any of the persons fi m \", hom the S~nate may choose a Vice Presiden t whenever the right of choice! sh 
have de\,oh cd U pOIl them. 

Section 5. 

Sections J and 2 shall ta"-e effect on th t.:.· 15 th da} of Octobcr fo llowing the ntti tkation of this 81'tide . 


SectiOD 6. 
rhjs article shall be inoperative untc-.s.s iT sha ll have been ratified as an amendmenllo the ConstituLion by Ihe legislat 
of three·fourth of the several States ,.,Jilhin sevc..'n years from the date of its subm issioll . 

AMENDMENT XXI 
Pa.ued by lOllgres.v i'~b",ary 20. /933. Ill/lift"" DeL'emher 5, 1933. 

edion t . 
The eighteenth articlr. of amendment to the oFUltitu t" io rl of the United Stotes is hercb) repeah.:o. 

«lion 2. 
The transponallon or imp rtll tion into any tale. ftrrilory. or Possession of the United States for delivery or use (hel 
ofinto:\: icll!lOg liquors. in viahni(Ht. of the la.....'S th.ereof, is htrcby prohib ittd. 

Section J . 

This article shn Ll be iuopcnlti\'t' unless il shall have been rat ified as an afllCI\dn,e nt Lo dlC Constit.ution hv convention 

the se v~ml SLales, as provided in the onsutuLiofL , \dlhin seven years fro m the dn tc orrhe subm ission h~reo r to the ~ 

by the Congress. 


AMENDMENT XXI I 
Passed hy Congress "arch 11. / 947. lI.alified Fcbrllory F . 195/. 

Section I. 
No person shall be elected to the office of the Prcsid t"nl more than (W ; I.:-l". tl.mJ no person who has held the office of 
Pres ident. or act ~d as Pn:sicJent. fo r Illore than two yea~ of a term to which some other person wu:,. elected Presiden t 
be e1ccled to the offIce or President more than once, Btllthis Anjdc Ilohall not apply fO any person holding the office 
President when this Ani Ie \\-as propo~ed by Congre~s, and shall not prevent any person \Yho may be holding the on 
f President, or nc'ing as President., during the ternl within which this Article becomes OPt'ITlti ve from holding the of 

of President or tlcting as (lrtsident duri ng the remainder o f such H.- I'm . 
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celloll 2. . . ' I 
Th is article Soha l1 be ino~mtivc unless it shu1 1 have been ratifi ~d as an :tlllenumenllO Ihe ConstllUllOn by the leg is al 
oflhrec:.fOLlf1hs of the several Sunes within seven years from ihe dal~ ofi t.. subm i,sion '0 lh~ Stu tes b) Ihe Congres~ 

AMf:NDMENT xxm 
Prused by ('ongres.s ./llIIe 16, I %0. Rarified .I{orch 1 9, 1961 

Se"lion I. 

n,,: Di!tlric( constilul ing lhe seat ofGbverrlment o f the United Stales shall appoinl in such manD('r as C"ongrcM may 

di rect: 

A fH.Dnber of c: lector"i of Pre idenl and Vice Presideot equal 10 the whole Dumber ofSenators and Representatives ill 

Con \U"t=SS to \,,"'h ich the District would be entitl ed if il we re a State, but in 11 0 event more chan t.he least POpUlOU5 Stat~ 

the~shal l be in addition to those appointed by tho States. but they ,hall be con,idcroJ , for me purposes ofmc clectio 

President and Vice President. (0 be el ector~ appoillted by a Stal(,; and Ihey sha ll meet in fh e D islriCt and perform !)UC 

dll t i~s as provided by the tv.,'clfih anic1e of am~mJrne"(. 


SeruOf.2. 

T he Congress sholl hnve power to cllforce tbis . rllel. hy appropriate legislation. 


AMENDME, TXXIV 
Passed by C(mgr't'.s,~ ,lligtlsI27. 1962 l<'Jlijil.!d.l mwry 23, 19tH 

Secllo n L 
The righ t of citizens {'I flhe Uni ted . tates to vote in an} primary or otller elec tion ror President or Vic~ President. 1br 
t:l~ (; lor5 for Presiden t or Vic-e President,. or ror Senator or Representative in Cong~ss. shall nOI bt: de(1ied Or abridge! 
the United Sin",. or any Stale by reason of failure to pay po ll tax or Olherlru<­

Section 2. 

r he CongrL'ss shall have pow~r to enforce this article by approprinle legis latiun. 


AMENDMENT XXV 

Passed by rOllgres.! Jllly 6, 19(,5 Raillied I-.bnll") I n, 1%.' . 


Notf: Article 11. s<"Ctio n I, of the Constitu tion \.va~ afTected by [he 25th am endment. 

'celloo I. 
In case or lhe ~mav3 1 of Ihe Pr " idem fi m omc~ Or of his dea th or resig.1,13tio l1 . the Vice President stull1become 
PresidenL 

Seelion 2. 

Whenever rhere fs a vacancy in tht office of the Vice President , the Pres ident shull nom inate a Vice President who s 

.n~c omce upon conlirm:ltion by a majority vote of both 1 louses (If Congress. 


Secllon ) , 

Whenever lhe PresiJelll lransmits to lhe President pro le nl pore of the Senate a l1 d tJle Spea J..er of the I-louse of 

Representatives his wri tten declnrntion th lll be is unablE' to di chnrge the po'Wcrs and duties of his olliee. Bnd unll1 h~ 


tr.lnsmits to them a written declaration to the cuntra ry. suen powers and dlUics shall tx: di.schnrged by the Vict Pres]! 

as Ac ting President. 


Section 4. 

\Vhellever the V icc: Pr~it!eJlt and a majori ty ofe ither the prim.:ipai officers of the e..xecutivc d ....-partments or of such ( 

body as Congress may by law provide, trJJl501ll it 10 the Pre'ioident pro t mpurt of the Senale Ol il d tJl~ Speaker of the I-I.. 

of Represennnives their wri tten declaration that the President is unable to dischaf'lJe the powers and duties of his <1t1i 

the Vice President shaH immeodiatel ' assume the pol,vers: aod duties of the office as Ac ti ng President. 


Thereafter. when the President trnnsmits to til l' Pm;ident pro tempore ofth c: Scnah: and the Speaker o f the House o f 

Representative his written dedaration lhut no illabllit), ex ists, he shall resume the powers and du ties of his office un 

the Vice President and a majority of either the princi pal officers. of the executive depHrtrnem or of such other body 8J 


Cong ress may by law provide, transmit w ithin four doys to the PresidcnI pro tempore of rhe SenatE' and tbe Spcaler, 

the HOllse of Rc:pn:senluti vC\j thei r \ ...·ritten declal<u ion that the Pres ident is unab le to d is hu.r,gc the powers nnd duties 
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his office. ') hereupon Coogress shall decitk the issue, assembling withi n forty..-tight hours fo r lhat purpost:: ifnot in 
session. If Ihe CongfCss, wi thin twemy-orle days afte r rt ceipt of the Intter wriucn declaration, or. if Consrcss is \lot i 
sess ion, within twenty-one days after Congress is re4ui red 10 asscm b!c1 dctenn ines by l\'t o-th irds vote ofbolh House 
that the Presidellt is unablt:- 10 di charge th~ powers alld duties of his oflicc. the Vice Presidel)t shall cO(1t iJ,ue to dis, 
the same as Al: llog President; otherwise. lnc Pre ident shttl l resume the powers and duties of his offi oee. 

AMENDMENT XXVI 

('as.led hy Cu"gres" \{arC'h 2]. 1~"1. R"r!ficd ./wy I. 197/. 


Note: Amendmcoll4, section 2. o f the Con!!otitulion W~ modlfi d by section I uf the 26th amendment. 

S('Ction I . 

The right ofcit izen s of the United SLates. 'who are cl~,hleen years. o f age or oJ d er~ to vo te sha ll not be denied or abrid 

by the United Stal"' or by an)' State on account of age. 


Seclion 2. 

The Congress Sh'1H have flower to cnrorce th is an icle b) a ppro priate legislaLiun. 


AMENDMENT XXVII 
Oril:inally Pl'()po.,~d S~pl, , ; .~, 17119 Rart/ied .I/ay 7 [9Y2. 

No law, \ arying tile compensation fo r {he 5ervices of the Senruors nnd ReT'reSent.'ll ivc~ , ~hl1l1 lal...e effect. unt il nn cl~ 
ofrepresell1alives shall hove intervened. 

... top 01 page ] 
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J 

bock C01lstit1ltioll of the Ullited tares 

• 

I"" it .,.. largu( Im0ge~ Ireod Iron!>' ! ip _ II download hi 9· I · rC'~clu ior) i m c;ge~ , II more (e:!.oun:c~ 

The Constitution of the United States: A Transcription [ printer-Inendly ve"IOn 

Note: Thefoll0l1 ing text is alr(msc'f"ipliol1 q/fhe COn'i1it ll l irm in its original.fnrm. 
Items thnl orc hyperlinked hal'(! sluei' been amended aT lllperJeded 

\Ve the People of ille L'nitcdtates, in Ordert form a morc perfect Union, establish Justice. insure dOl11 eslic 
1ranq ui lity. provide tor (he Cllmrnon d feuse. promote the genera l Welfare, and ~\,;.cure th~ Bh:~s~ i ng~ uC Liberty to 

(1urs('ll ves. and our Pos1erily. do ordain and establ ish this ConslilUlion for the United States of America. 

Arti<'lc. I. 

S«tiOD. L 

Ali legi!'i lalive PO\"'crs herein gn1nled shall be \' c:st~d in a Congress of the Uniled S lat~s , which shall consist of a Sen, 
and House of Representatives, 

Section. 2. 

'I he House of RepreSentalive:, shall be comro~ed of Membt'fs ~hLl~en evtlj second 'lear by th e' People Of lh< St:\'el1l 
tates. and the Electors in each State shall have [he Qua lifications requisite for Elcclor~ oftht: mOSt numerous Rranc 

the State Legi,talUre_ 

No Person shal l be a Represelliative who !>hnll not have attained [Q the Age of twenty n.... c Years. and been seven e 
itl7.en of the Un itcd States" and who shall not. ~ hen elected, be an lnhabitnnt of (hat Stale in which hli! shall be cho~ 

Representatives and direct Tu..'l:cs. shall be apportioned among the several Stales \,,'hich may be inciuded within this 
Union~ acCOrnifJ!LlO Lhei r rC!Speclive Nurnbe~ , which shall be determined by adding t~ the whole l\umber of free 
Perwns. incJudinll-ulOse bound 10 Service for a TenTI gfYcars. and excluding Indians Mltoxed. 'hree fifths ofull 01 
relWns , The oClunl Enulnenllion shall be ",,,de with in three Yeors after Ihe first Meetiog ofthe Congress of the nil 
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Slates, and within t:.very .., u b~e4uellt Tenn of len Years~ in Sluch Manner as Ihe} shaH by Law direct. The ~umber of 
Rep~ entaLi \ es sha ll not exceed Ont! for every thirty 1 housand. but ench Slute shot! ha\'e at Least one Rcprt:sentmiv, 
and unt il sti ch enumeration shall be made. the ~ tal e of New Hampshire shall be e.Hit!cd to t huse three, Massochuset! 
eigh t Rhode· j 'land and Providence Plantation o ne, onnc~t icul five~ New-) rk six, ~e\\' JCl1Icy four. Pennsylvanl 
eight, D la\\arc one~ Mary land sk, Virginia h!n, l'\:orth Carolina Ive. South arolina Jive. and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happ~n in the Representation from an)' State. the Executive t\ ulhorit)' Ih~roof.sha ll isl.luc Writs of 
£ 1 ion to ti ll such Vacancies. 

Tho Hou .. or Representalives . ha ll chuse thei r Speaker and other Onieers: and shall have Ihe sole Power o f 
Imp achmenl. 

Section. J . 

The Senate oflhe United StBtes !tha ll be compo:;,t:d Ofl WO Senator.; from each State, cho5cn by the Le-&islawre there( 
s ix Years; and ach SenalOr shali have one VOle. 

Im medi ate ly after Ihey shall be assembled in Conscquen," of Ih lir<1 Election . Ihey shall be divided as equnll} as In 

be in lO three CI."... The Seals of lhe Senato rs of the ti rst Class sha ll be vacaled allhe Expiral ion o r llle second Ye, 
Ih second 13,"5 at the Expi ration oflhe founh Year. and of the third Class at the Expiration of lhe Si_Xlh Year. so thi 
one lhird may be chosen e\l e l') st:Colid Year: and ifVacancil!l ,h8p~.1I by ResigrtntiCln._ orot'Jf'n\li~J durLn~ Ihe Rec~ 
Ihe Leg),lnl" re ofnny 141e. Ih~ Executive th"reQrmnj' mn~e lellij>Orary AppoinlmefllS unllllhe n,,1M~tinll !,lflhe 
I eaislnlure. which sh.lllhen nil such Vaca"ci.s . 

No Person shall be R t nato r ",rho shall not have ntta i.ncd to the Age o fthi rt} 'i eUri, and been nine Years a Cilian 0 
Untied tRICS. bnd who sha!lnnl, \" h~n elected, be 8n lnhabunnl of thai la te for whi 11 he sha ll be chosen, 

11,t Vice: Pre"iden ll,f l!lt' United . latcs sha ll be President of the cnate. but shall hav e no VOle. unless the) be equal 
divided. 

nu~ Senale shall ch';lSe their O1 h~r Ofliccrs. and al 0 a Presiden t pro tempore, in the J\ b!i-enc of thl! Vice Prts ident, ( 
\\hen he shall exercise the O ffice o f President of lhe Unh(,.~ Siales , 

The Sen~te IOha ll have the ~Ic Power to t f) ;'l lllm peachmenlS. When siUing for that Purposc, the) shall be on Oath 0 
A ffi mlatlon. When Ihe r..... ,denl oflhe Uniled Iales is tried . the Chief JUSIIC. shall pres ide: And no Person shall be 
convicted \\- lthOUt thc onCOrTencc of tw o thirds of the M emb¢rs prescnl. 

!~grne~t in Cases ~f Impeachmenl shaH n t extend funher than to remo val from O ffi ce, and disquaJi ficmion to hole 
h~)' " , Y Orlil1ce of hono,r. Trust or Pro fi lu ndtr Ihll! niled Slates: but the Part) convicted shal l ncvenhelcss be liabl 

5U ~e4i t to Jnd Clment. 1 nal, Judgment Dnd Pu ni shm nl. according to Law. 

S«11on,4. 

The Time. Places Bnd Manner o f hold ' EI . ~ S 
by the L~gi5lAture th reof' but the Co Ing et'tion!!o or ,enators nod Rc:presenl4ltives. shall be pre:scribed in each Su 
Places: of t hu iug Sennlor~, ngress may at any tIme b) Law make or alter su(:h Regular-ions. except as (0 tIll 

Th C e "onaress hall . emblc .lI lells! once in C\'crv Y "d 'I M . 
unless they shall by Lav. IIppoinr 0 d i fT~ren t Do.y~ '" em, ,lJ1 sue" cCfmg shall be on th~1i."t~Mondll)' in OecembC' 

Section. ~. 

t.ach I louse shllll be tho J udlle of Ihe EI,clio R ' " . 

:tha ll COMfi lu te a Quorum 10 do 11 S' b ns, elu rns and QualJfi allons o t as own Members and Q Maiority of C' 

com I 11 U mCS!t: ut a smaller t\ urnber 1118\ ad 'o fI d • ~ , 

pe t c Au~ndonce of absellt lVlcmbers in h M d ·~ I urn rom, 3) to day, Bnd may be authorize 
Enth . sue anner, all under such Penalt Ies as each ,·ro use may provide 

House IlUI}' de te rmine the Rules of its P ~d · ' . ' 
5COllcun-encc of two thirds. e ~pel a Membcr, roccc 101:. , pun Ish Ih kll1bers for d isorderly Behnviour, nnd. with the 

~ch ~ ~ouse shull keep a JO urnal of its Proceedi n d ' , , 
~ their Judgmenl req uire Secl'ecy: and the Yeas ~d ';:;., ~o~,~une 10 lilli e pU.bIlsh the same, excepling .uch Part. as 

eSlre o f one fi fih f those Pre..sent. ne en tered on Ihl! J::ur::i.Il . e Members o( either Ho use on any question shall, 3t I 

Neilher House. during Ihe Ses,ion ofCall rc . 

nOr to an} Othel' P lace than tha r in which tf,e ~,:'os~~~~~thho ulll lhb C<?o,l1semof the Other, adjourn for more lhan three ( 


:t il c: Sitt ing

Seclion.6. . 


I!nalors and Rcpre ' 
:se nt8 11\ 'CS shall n:\,':civc il COnJpen.salion for thei r Ser ... ices, to be ascertained by Law, and pai 
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of the Treasury of th. United St.tes. They shall in all Cases, except Trcnson . Felony Hnd Bre.ch Orth. Pe.ce, he 
privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of thei r respec tive HOll ses. and in goin~ to J;l.nd relurn ir 
frol11 the same; and ro r any SpeedJ or Ilebau! in cirnC!r House, they ~h a ll not be questioned in any other Place. 

No Senato r or Representat ive sha ll , during the Ti me for which he was elected. be appointed lu tmy civil Office unde 
,\ulhorhy of.he United States, which shall h.ave been created, or Ihe bmolulli nl!! whert .."Of shall ha\lc been encrc::asc( 
during such time; and 110Person holding any omC" undcr the United States , sholl be u Member of ei ther I lous. dun 
his Continuance in Oflicc. 

Section. 7. 

All Bills for ra;sing Revenue shall origi nate in the I louse o f RcprcsenlaJive<;; but thl: Senate may propose or cc;mcur ' 
Amendments as on olher lJ iIIs. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House o f Representatives and tbe Senate, shall . bdon: it become H La\... be 
presented 10 the Presidern of the United S lat '~: lfhe approve he :.ballsign it. but ifnol he shall return i i, with hi'S 
UbjectiQns tu that House in which it ~hall have originated, who shall enter the: O bjections at large un lhei r Journal. aJ 

proceed to rccorl.s.ider itJfafter suc h Reconsidl!rarion two lhirds Of lhat House: shal l agree: to pass th, Bi ll . it shall be 
logether \'iilh lhe Objections. to 1l1e other I louse. by wh ich it shnil li lcwise be re(;onsidered. a.nd ifapproved by two 
~l irds oflh., House. it shall bceome a Law. Bu t in al! such a50S 'he Votos of bot I> J louses shall be dcteml incd by ~ 
Ilnd '3)'S . Dnd tht: Names of the Persons voting rur and aga il)st the Bill shall be e ntered (')1) tile ournal a feach Hous( 
re.pec ti vely. If ally B ill .hall nol be ", tumed b) lhe Pr.s idon! withi n ten Days (Sunday, excepted ) .nor it sha l! II.". 
presented to him, the Same :s ba ll be a Law. in lik e Manner as if he had s igned it, uni(ss the Congn:·.s by their 
AdjournmenL prevent its Return. in which Case it sha ll nol be It La", . 

Every Order, esolution, or V(UC to which Ihc Concurn:nce of the 'enmf and J-ious.e of RcpresenlDli\'es may he. 
neefSSill')' (e \ cept on u qnes1io l1 of Adjournment ) .halJ be pre cntcd 10 Ihe Ptesldent of the nited Stn'L'S; lind before 

ame sh.1I toke Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapprovcd b) him, shoJI be rcpu,sed b) two thi rds ofth 
Senalt and House fRe presenta tivcs. accurding to the Rules and Limitations p~scribed in the Case ot'a Bill. 

S«tinn. 8. 

The Congress shall h,we Power To lay Dlld collect 1 ax ~Si, Duth:s. Imposts and E'( ci.3~. to pa) rhe Debts and provide 
the com mon Defence and general Welfare oflhe United States: but all Duties . Imposts and Exc ises shall be lill ifonll 
rhrougtmullhc niled Slates: 

To borrow Money on tJ,e credit of the I ' nited S t~t.s : 

To regu late Commerce \\ ith foreign '\Jations, and among the several Stal{ ..-s , and "dth 'he Indian Tribc~; 

T eslablish an unifoml Rule or laiurn lizatklTl , and uniform Laws on the subject uf Bankruptcies lhr ughoullh, Un 
' rales; 

To co in MoneY,l'egulilte flle Value thereof, and of fore ign Com. and fi:\. the tandard r WeighlS and ~tcasures: 

To provide for the Punis.hment of coulltC"rfeit ing the Securities and currenl Coin of tile United talcS; 

To .,tabl ish Pos t Onices and post Roads: 

r: promole 1h..: Progress ofS ie-net and useful ,\ rt:; , by securing for limited Times to AUlhors :md Inventors the 

e:\dll~i ve Right 10 their res~tive Writinp and Discovc-ries; 


To ('Institute Trihullais inferinr l Ihe suprl.! lnc Court 


T(I defin!'! 8J;'Id punish Pirac ies and Felonies cotll tnilled on the high Seas. :uul Offence~ again st the La ..... of Nat ion.s; 


To declare \Var. grant Lencrs of Mantue aod Reprisal, and Olak.c Rules concerning Captun:s t'lt Land and Water: 


To mise and suppon Ann ics, bu\ flO Appropria[ion of Money 10 that USE' shall be for a long r renn than t\,.. o 'can.: 


To provid e and main1ain a Navy; 


To make Rules for the Govcrnmenl and Reg,lJl~tion of ihc land and naval Forces; 


To provide for calling fo rth !.he Militia to execute [he Laws of the Cnioll, suppress InSurTCc ti ons and repe l Invas ion,, ; 


To provide for organiling. ilm1ing, and discipl ining, the -Militi a, and for governi ng such Part of them as may he emp 

In Ihe Service of lhe Unired St.1.tes. reserving to the States respectively. thc Appoi nrfllent of the OOicers. an d the 

Auth.orilY of l.raining i he \,tf ilitia according to the discip li ne prescnbed by Congress.: 


.~ 
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"' 0 exercise exd us ivt" Legislation in all Cases whals0cver~ over such Dbtnct (nol ex ced ing len Miles square) as mil 
('ession of punic" l"r Stil t.,;. and lh. Acceptance of Congress. become the Seat of the Go,emmonl of the Uni ted tat 
and to exe('C i~ like Authority ov~r an Places purchn:-.ed b) the Cons[!nt of the Legislal-uI'C: of lhe State- in which the 
shull be. for the Erection of Forts, Mag<lzines, Arsenals, dock-Yurds, and other needful Buildings;--And 

To make "II Law, which shall be neeessal')' and prop"' for currying into E,.culion the forego ing Pow.r;, "n" . 11 mil 
P\"t'Wers ve'5tC'd b}' thi s Constitution in tlte Government o f the u nited tates , or in any Dcpanmenl or Onicer (herro f. 

Section. 9. 

The Migration or Imponation ofsueh Persons "" an) of the tate now existing shall thin~ proper to admit. shall not 
prohibiLed b)' the Qngrc~s prior 10 the Year one lhOUS8Jld eight hundred and eighL but a Tax or duty may be impose 
such imponation, not exceeding ten dollari t()r each Perso n, 

The Privilege of the Wrh ofHaheas Corp U$ shall nol be suspeJlded. unless wh~n tn Cases of Rcbt: ll iotl or Invasion t1 
puhl ic Saft1Y may require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post hll"to La\, sha ll he passcd. 

No apitation. or other dire..:l. Tax sJm ll be laid. unless !n ~poni 11 t.2 t~~ <;c:nsLn l'Irenlln!~~.on herein befQ..'1L.dJn 
to be tl1~~!I. 

1\0 Tax ()r Duty shall be lo,d on Articles ""ported from any State. 

No Preference shull be given by any Regulation of Comm erce Qr Revenue lei Ih~ Ports ofone . tule over Ihose fM C' 
nor sha ll Vessels bound to. o r ITom. one tatc , be obliged to ente r, elem. ur pay Duties in another. 

No Mone) shall be dra'"n from the Treasu ry. but in Consequence (If Appropriations made by Lnw; and a regular 
. Ullement and Accounl of the Receipt :; and xpendllurcs of 811 public Money sha ll be published fro m timt:: to tim 

1\0 Til le o r ;-Iobil ity shaJI be granted by the Uni led Stales: And nil Person holding any Office o f Profit M Trust unlie 
lhem, shall , without the oUscnL of the Congress. acctp' of an) present. Ernolu tnl:nt. Office, o r Title, of any ~ind 
whaleve:r. from any King. Prince. or fore ign State. 

Sertion. In. 

No tate shall en ter into any Treat}. All iance. o r Confederation; gl11nl Letters of Marq ll t: and Reprisal ; co in Money; 
Bi ll s o J' Credil: make nil)' Thing but gold allel silver Coin. Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Aualndor. e 
post tacto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation ofCnntract5, or grant any Ti lle of Nobil ity. 

~o State shall , wilho li llhe Con sent of the Cung,rc!ts, lay any lmposb or Duties on Import.s or E.xpons. except what n 
be o.bsoluldy necessary for executi ng il\ inspection L.aws: and the net Produce of all Duties. liod Imposts , laid by an~ 
State on Import' Or ['pons, shall be for the U,c of the Treasury o r the oi ted Slates; and all , uch Laws shall be sub 
to the Revision and Conl roul oftht: Congress. 

No State shntl, without the Consenl of _ongrcs!o.. laY' any Du ty of Tonnage, J..eep Tro ps, or Ships of War in time of 
PCI]Ce, enter Into an) l\grtemt!l1 t o r .ompnct with another tate. or with a foreign Power. or engage ill Waf, unless 
act'Ullity invnded, or; n such imminenl Dlmg~r as will not admit of delay. 

Article. n. 
S••lion. J. 

The t'xcculive Po\\ er shal l be vested ill a Pres ident oCtile Un ited Stilles of America. He sha ll hold his Oflice during I 
Terril of fow '{ear'S, and. logdhrr with the Vice Presiden t. chosen for th ~ same ferm, be cll:cled. as fol lows: 

Each Stale shall appoim. in ::;uch Manner as the Legislature thercoi" may d i rect ~ a NlImber of Electors, equal to (he w 
Number of Senalors and Representatives (0 wh ich rhe State may be en ti tl ed in the Congress : but no Sc:uotor or 
Representative) r Person holding an OO'ice of Trust or Profit under the l..mhed Stutes, shall be appointed OJl EleClflr. 

The Electors shall meel in their respective .Statcs .. and VOle by BallotJor (wO Persons. of whom one allctbt sholl 1l0i 

all Inhabitant of the ,"Ille Stale with thcn)stlves. And they shall make. List of all the Pe"ons wtcd for, and oflhe 
Number of otes for each: which List tb'0." shall5ign and een iIY... fIDtllfallsmit sealed to the Scal ofllle Govemment 
the Ynited States. directed to th. Prrsidcnl of the Sena..,. n,~ P,,·sid.nt of the Senate ,hall, in tht Presence of the So 
UIld (louse of Represenlativcs.l open all the Cenificates. ;rnd th e- VOles shall then be counLed. The Person havins-the 
greatest I\umbcr of Vo tes shall be 'he Pre~idel1h. ifsuch :'\Jumber b~a Majority of the \\hole 'Ju r.,ber of Electors 
appointed ; und ifJ!.tge be more than one who hnve ~~c;.hiyfajority. and have fl ll~9l!!lJ f'Jumber of VOles. (hen lhS.J;!9u 
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~!presenlOtive< ~h~1I il1,,"edi••e!:Lf.h,~se by Blliint 0Jl,~ of .hem fQr.Prtsid.",; ond.if no Person h.~v. n 'IA.jorl.) • • hen 
Ih,. five highe' LI;>" the List.h. ai'L!iou," , h.1I in like Manner ch.~<~ .h. Pre,iden'. ~Ut in chusful> the Preside!,!, )he 
Y91es shall be hll,.~.!l ..by Slates, the Repre~nt.tion from e.~ch State ha0!'Sone VOle; AlIl'orum for Ih ij ,purpose shall 
S9\1SIst of . Memhe,Lor Members fro,,! IWo th ird. of the Stolles. and "M~jorit}' of all the S ... ,!e. sha ll be neec sal')' to 

hoieo. In every C~., afler the Choico_\!.ftl.c Presiden. , th~.Person havi.n~lh. greatest '1.,!m9.<r of VO" s 9.(th. Eke 
s~"U be .he Vice PJ.~sj!!.nt. But if .here.1ho.uld rCOloin 'wo or more who Ij"yo_equal Vo.e',l~e cnate sh.!! elluse fro 
.hem by Ballot.he Vice President. 

The Congress ma) delerrnine the Time of chusing the EI('c!OI'S, and the Day on which they shall g ive their Votes; wi 
Day shall be tl•• ;,aDle throughout the Uni ted Siales. 

No Person except a natural born Cililcn, or a C itizen of the Unitt.-d SIRtes.. at the time of the Adop tion uftbis 
Con.SlillJl ion. shall be el igible 10 the Office or Pres ideul: ne ither shalla ,,; Person be ciigi ble (0 .hnt Office wlto shall 
hav~ oU.ft illed 10 the Agl' of thirty fi \'e Ye.ars~ and be~n fourteen Ycar.) CI Kes ident with in thr United liitales. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from OITice. or of his Death..! ResignationO- or InabLlil) 10 dischar.,gc th<;. PO\\t 

and Duties ofthe soid Office, .he Same slJ!tll devolve 011 the Vice President, and the Cong!"ss may b~ Law prgvide t 
the C3l;e orRemaval, Death, Resignalion or [nability. bQtb of' .he Pr.sident and Vice President, d<clarin~what Orne 
sh,alllhcn ./t t t ai-J)~~denl, and such omc_~I.~h~illl act acrordingly. ulltillhe Disal;liH!y be remov~d-,- or 8 President ",ha 
elected. 

The President shall . :.H stared Ti mes, rec.:ive fQr his. t: rv iCCS.8 Compensation, \vhich shol l neithe r be increased nor 
di minished durin~ the Period f, r which he shall ha ve been elected, ilnd he shall not rectiyt witJ,in that Period ru'l)' or 
Ent lunteft' from lite L l1 ilcd S.a.cs. or any of them. 

Be:fon: he: .:nler on the Ex~culion ofhi ~ Office. h shall take the {ollo\\·ing Oath 0 1' Affi mlation: -- "I do solemnly swc 
(or "ffi nn) that [ wil l faithfully " , CCII'e the Office ofPresidelll of .h. Ln itcd States. 811d will 10 the best ofnt )' Abil it: 
pre ervc. pn..1tect and defend the Con ~titution of the United Slales." 

SeNlolI. 2. 

The Presldene shall be Commander ill Chief of the Am. ) mu Navy of the Lnited Stules. a"d of tlte Mil itia of the Scv 
State~ when called int the actua l Se.rvice or thc United Slftte~: he may require the Opinion , in writi ng. of the princi, 
Officer in 'och of the executive Departments, upon any Subject rciating to the l)ul ies ofthe ir respecti ve Oftlces, anc 
sh.al l ha\'e Power to gmnt Reprieves and Pardons fo r Offences againsllhe United States, exce pt in Cases of 
Impeach menL 

He shall nave Power, by and wi th the Advice and Consent of the Senatt . to make Treaties , provided two thirds of the 
Senators present concur, and he shall nom inate. and by and with tht! Advice and ('nnsent oflht Scnatt::. shall UPI)oim 
A111 bassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Coun. and all other Officers oftlte United 
States, who::tc Appoin tments are Ilot herein othen.visc provided fo r. and which :shall be established by Law: but the 
Congress may by Law 'lest the Appointtnent of such inferior Officers. a~ they think proper. in the Presidellt alone, i ll 
Coun.:a of Law. or in lhe Heads of Departments . 

1111: President hall have Power to fill up all Vll cancies thal mny happen during the Recess of the Senale, by graut ing 
Commissions whic lt shall c\pire III the End of their next 'ession. 

Section , J . 

He shnll from lime lo time! givi;! to the Congress inromHll ioll of the Slate ofthc Union, and recomillend La their 

C ns idera,ion such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he 1118Y. on eXlraordlnary Occasions, CO llve' 

bolh House~. or either o f them , and in Cn e of Di"5agrecmelll bcMccon the lll . wi th Retipect to tit Time or Adjoumme 

he may adjoum them to such Time as he shall th ink proper; he shall n.~ci vc AmbassadQ~ and other public Minister~ 


s-hall take Car~ thai the Laws be fa ithfully exccutl'd, and shall Commissiofl all the OtTicers or the l lnited States. 


Section. ~. 

The President Vice Pre,>idem and aJ l civil O fficers. of the United Stmes, shall be removeu from Offi '-.:c on lmpencluu 
for. and Conviction of, Treason. Bribery. Or m hcr h igh Crimes and Misdem~anors. 

Article m. 
Section. t. 

"fhe judicial Power of the United Stales shaH be vested in one supreme Court., and in ~uch in ferior Couns as the CDn 
may from time to time ordain and c~tablish. Th t: Judges. both oflhe supreme and inferior Couns. shaH hold their on 
during good Behflviour. an d shaH. at stnted Times. receive for their Services n Cmnpens81ion. 'Ahich shall nol be 
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dimini shl.:d during their ontinuancc in Office . 

Srctiul) . 2. 

'nlC judicial Power s.haH extend to all Cnses.. in Ln\\' and Equity, aris ing under this (.'onstilUli?n. the Lans of the Uni 
StUles. and 1 reati e:) made. l"I r which shall b nUlde 

t 
under their uthorlty; ...·tlJ nil C3SC.~ affecllng Ambassadors, othr::r 

public Ministers and onsuls;--to all Cases of admira.lty and mari time l urisdiction ;--to Con tro.~'~ie~ to \\ hk h the tJ 
Stat~ shal l hI;! a PAny~- IO Contmvc,rSies be tween t,\o o or more totes; -- !)ctween a ~(ate il,nd <J.t lZf'n,s o f ~nol b.er St~l 
between Citizens of different Statcs;--between Citi7.ens of the sante State claiming Lands under Gran t'S of different 
StaiD, nnd between n Slate, or the Ci tizens the reof. and forc-ign States, Citizens ur Subject". 

In all Ca~es affecting. Ambassadors, tiler public Ministers ano Consuls, and lhose in which a SWlC shaH be Parry. th 
supreme Court s.nall have original Jurisdictiorl. 1n all Lhc: other Cas~ before m~nti ned, the ~l1 p l'emc: Co UJ'1 shall havi 
appe llate Jurisdiclion. both as 10 Law and Fact, with such Exceptions , and under such Reg.ulations as the Congress sl 
make. 

The Tria l of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment. 11. 11 be by Jut) ; and such 'I ri . 1 sball be held in the State" 
the said Crimes shall have been comm itted; but when nol committed wi thin any Stale, the Tr ial sLall be at such Plac! 

Places. as the ongress may by Law ha\c directeJ . 

lion. 3. 

TreAson against rhe u nited tales. shall con si I uilly in \t.:vy ing War ogainsl them . or in adhc-ring l their ... nemics . g i 
l h~m Aid and Comfo rt. 0 Person shall be con iCled of Treason unless en' the Testimony of tv. 0 Witness s to the~" 
ovel1 ACI . or on Confe sicin in open oun . 

Th !.: Congress shaH h(l\'e Pow\!r 10 dcclan: the Pun i ~ll1ne nt oC ·freason. b lll no AHainder of Tren.son shnJt ,,"ork Con'ul 
of Blood, o r f"orfc ilurc except during th.t! Life of the Person attah1lcd. 

Arl ide. IV. 

Section. 1. 

Full Faith and Credi t sha ll be g iven in ach Strite to the public AcIS. Rccordc:. and judic.ial Proceedings of every olhc 
State. And the Congress may by general La\\'s prescribe the Manner in which such Acts. Records and Procecding.~ ~I 
be proved. and the effect tltereof. 

tion. 2. 

The ilizcns of each State sha.1I be entitled to nil Pri vileg.es and l.mmunitit·s of itizens in t1l e several States . 

A Pc:r.;.un chn.:rgc:d in uny State vl.'i th Treason. Felony, or otht:r Crim~. who sha ll nee from Justice. and be found 1n an 
Stale, shall on Dell1i1J1d of the execulive Authority of the Slate from which he fl ed, be delivered up, LO be removed to 
StoLe having Jurisdiction of Ihe Crime. 

i'>Q'persort h.l ~ to S."'ice Q.I" Lobour iD..9nc StoIc, ~nder IitLLow, tl}ere"r, .',"pinl> irt IQ. anothc" shoJI, in COt\Scqu~ 1 
of any l.aw Q' Rc&!, lation thcre,",~ discha'1!£d from ~ch Ser):ll'e or LabQu" but 'hall be deJivered up Qn C laim...l'i 
Purt) _to whom .su~h . Serv i ce o.!.~Labour mJ!Y be due . 

Secrlon.3. 

Nrw Stntes mny ~ ad mi tted b) the Congress .into this Union : but no ne'\ Stuu: ~h(l ll be formed or tr«tcd \vilh in the 
JLlrisdic tion o r any olhl!r State; nor any Slate be fonned by the Junction O( IWO or man: Slates. or Purt"l of Sts tes. wili 
the r onstn( or Ihe Leg is latures of the StaLes concerned as , ... el l [is of the Congre:;;s . 

The Congre s. shaH h:"t.ve Power to ~ispose or and mnkc all needrul Rules and Regul3twns respect in g the Terr itor)' or 
~h~r Pro~eny be~onglng 10 the Uniled States; and nothing in this Cnnstitm ion shall be so construed as to Prej udice I 
Claims of the UnIted Stares. or oron y parlicular State. 

Mction. ~ . 

~t:" United ~tatcs sha,lI guaran tee to e\:ery. Slale in Ih is '!nion ,\ Republican r rill ofGo\oel'nnlcnL. and sha ll Ilrntc!CI t 

01 them agamst. In vaSIOn: B.nd ~n ApplicatIon of the Legislature , or of the Execut ive twhen the Legislature cannot be 
convened), agamsi domesti c VIOlence. 

Article, V. 
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The ongress. wht'"never two thirds of botl1 Houses shall deem it necessary. shalt propose Amendments to this 
Co t1 stitu tion. or, on the Apr'll/calion of the LegblalUres of two th ird"i (I f the s~vera l State:.: , shall call a C'onverJlion fOI 
proposing Amc.ndTnl!n t , \\ bich. in e ithe r Case, shall be valid to a llinients and Purposes. 3S Pan ofthis Const itulion. 
\\ hen rati (jed by the Legislatures of Ih.n::e fourths of the several tates. or by COIwc ntlOns in three fourths thereor. as 
one or the OUlte Mode of Ratific lio l1 may be proposed by the longress; Prov ided that no Amendment which mDY b, 
",ade prior to the Yoar One thousnnd ei!;lll hundred an d eight shall in on) Monner affect the lirst and fourth ('Iauses 
the Ninth Section of the first Art ic le; and Ihnt no SlUte, wi thout I ts Consent, shall be deprivtd ur its equal unragc in 
Senate. 

Article. VI. 

Alf Deb ts conrracted and Engagements entert'd into. befon' the Adop,ion Of lhis Constitutiun, shal l be as val id again 
United Stales under t.h is Constinltion. as unde r [he ConfcJ~rnljQn . 

This ons1ih.u ion, and the Laws of the L"nited States which shall he made in Pursuance Ihef«"1f; and all Treati es mad 
which ,h.11bo m.de. under me Authority or meUnited Stales. shall be lite ,upreme Law oflh I.nnd; and Ihc Judge> 
eve ry Sta te sha ll be bound Lhc:n:by. any 111ing illl ht" Con<;li tut ion or Laws uf un} State to the Contrary nolwilhsa.andi 

The enotors and Rcprcsenlalivc:s befofl! mentioned. nnd the Mt:n1 bcr~ of the SC\ coral S([ll.e Lrgi ku urcs. und all ~x~c 
and judici.1 omC"!">, both of tile Llnilod Sial., and 01' 1110 SCV nil StJI." shnll be bound by Oa1h or Ai'n rmRl ion, to 
support this Constitution; bul no religious r~t shall ever be required as a Qun.li ficat ion to any Omce or public Trust 
UDder the Un ited States . 

Article. VII. 

The H..ruj{jcation of the Conventions o f ni ne Shnes, shall be suffic ient for the ESIO,blish rnl:nt oflhis Constit ution bet\\' 
tJ1C States so mlifying the SOr11t'. 

The \ Vord. "me," being interl ined bet\~t!en the seventh and e ighth Lines oflhe first Pa.ge. (ht: Word "'Tll irt) \. b<.,ing p. 
\~rittet1 on an F. ra7_ure in the fifteenth Line of the fi rst Page, The Words "i s tried " being interli ned between the thirt)' 
second and thi rt)' th ird Lines Of lhc first Page and (he Word "1he" being interlined hetween the forty third and fo rty r 
Lin of lhc seoond Page. 

Attest Will iam Jackson Secretary 

Done in Conventio n by the Una.n imou ~ Conscnl uf (he States present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Ycar 
our Lord one thousand se\'ell hundred and l~. j g.hty seven and of the Independence of the United States-of A me rica the 
h ... elfth In wimess whereof 'A- e have hereunro suhscribed our I ames. 

GoO. Washmglon 

Pre:';idl und depltlyjI-om , 'irginia 


Delaware 
Ow; Read 
Gun!!inll !!~'4r(]rdju~ 

John Dickinson 

Richard Bassett 

Jaco! Broom 

Maryland 

James McHenry 

Dun of t Thos. Jenir.r 

Danl. Carrol l 


Virgin." 

John Rla ir 

James Madison Jr. 


Nortb Caroll"A 

Wm. Blount 

Richd . Dobb, Spaiglit 

Hu Williamson 


South C.rolin" 
J. ~!!!l~cjge 
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MAIIII!i OrTHf CllAlmRJ T11UEClAIIATllIII or D!POI1IUIIJ: fIIll:llHSllTlllllN mE BUlOl IITS IMPACT DfTHE ClWfTtRS 

• prevIous 

Il,C ('owcr of rhe ·oun.. - .\1:lrbur) \ . i\hlJi\(ln. I 0) 
IIIl 	pt.·up" fflLul, /he ( IIlll",mms. ",,/ ,1" , ,,,-'(I/)/r l 'an ImnhlJu.' 

lIu trll' c'n :. llltl"l' oj Illt' lI' ,..,/1 (1m/ii I":., 01111 h) Ih..'l r ", ill. 

Although most oftnc Framers of the Constituti on antic ipated li)at the 
Federal judi ciary \\'ollid be the weakes.t brd£1ch of Guvernmen t, the 
U.S. Supremt;; Court has come to wid d enormOus powe-r with deds ions 
that have reached illto the n\'e5 of every citi7e:n an d re5nlved some of 
fhe most dramatic confruntatio n5. in U.S. his-tory. The word o f the 
Supreme Coun is final . Ovcnurn ing its decisions often n.:quirc~ an 
amendment to the Coo~litution or H revision o f Fc:dcra l law, 

The power of the Supreme Court hil.."i evolved ovC' r t ime, lhrough a 
series of milestone COlirl cases, Oll l! of tl1c ourt's most fundnrn emal Ordrr s t:r'\~\1 1m ~e-crc' ...r}' Hf St 
PO\\CI'S is judieiul revie""~i he power to judge (he consti tutiona l ity of Jalllt!l Madisi)o by tilt ll _~. 

any act or 1aw of the ex.ecutive or leg. islative branch. ' om~ or the 	 SUIJre-mC' CUIJI"f. Much ll, 11m: 
FrdJne~ expected the Supreme Court to t.ll...e on the ro le ofdetennininlt ~.'D Pl11«··· 
the con'itituliona li ty f Congress's law', but tho: ConsCitu6on did not 
cxplidtl) assign it to the ourt. Marbury v. Madison, the 1803 
la ndmark Supreme Court case, e tablislled the power of j udicial 
revic\\'. From tnt modest c laim of Will iam Marbury. who SOU hi n 
low~pay tn£ appo innncn1 as a District of Columbia Just ice oflhe Peace, 
emerged n Supreme Court dec isio lJ thal establ ished one oflhe: 
comerstonec;; of the A me.rican consti tu tional SY'1lem. 

J lihn \I _nbl n, oil painflng 
(r~pnHl ull!titHll by R~Rlhnllldl 
r .. I" 1826 [m1Lllllltt.., 
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Iclose this Imag e wl r 

Order served on Secretary of State James Madison by the U.S. Supreme Cour 
March 22, 1802 

Vi." Imoge: I I 2 

In March 180 1, in tho final d 
administralion, President Joh 
appointed Will iam \1arbury 
the Peace in the Di strict of C 
but the Secretary ors••to, Jo 
Mar< hall, tai kd to del iv« il. 
incC')m in!J. I!.;retal) of State, 
Madison, refultcd (0 deliver' 
commission, M arbury sued t 
lie asked .he Supreme Coun 
'-'1adison (0 del i..'er the comn 

John Marshall, who became 
Jus.ice or the Supreme Cali ri 
wrote the landmark decision. 
Court's opinion dc:clarct.l the 
authorl7ed Ihe Supreme COUI 
Marbury ' s behalf to be uncOi 
Never before [HId the Suprcn 
exercised its authority to dec 
of Cong.ress to be unconstinr 
th is ruling on an apparently t 
matter, MLmihall set the cour 
judie i3J) 10 be 3 oequal br.u 
government. 

This document hears the' rnnl 
C'pitol fLte of IS98, 

N'atitlno,d AIGh J~ cs . RC": (,lfd~ ohhl 
CULln or t h~ t rnlwl.i ~I(llc.s 
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John Marshall, oil painting (reproduction) by Rembrandt Peale, 1826 


During the thirty-five years t 

Mar>hall served as Chief Jus 
U.S . Supreme Court. he asse 
th..: power of the judicial)' as 
branch r~o\'emment and lh 
supremacy of Federal author 

l '('IUnC5'\ (J f lhc supreme ( 1.:~1I1 01 
States \\"l.Shmf lrut. 1>(' 

Iclose thi s image w lr 

http://www.archives.gov/nationa'_archives _ experience/charters/charters _ of_freedom _zoom.. . 5/5/2005 

http://www.archives.gov/nationa'_archives


NAKA I the NatIOnal Arc/uves Expenence Page I 011 

.MPWO l KEQWIT[R GOf ~r:uA1IIDIS nlEDlaARATlDN I IIDD'OilllNCI: IKCQlNStITllT1GN 

ne~ t 

Wcsrwaru I:.xpan~ion - llll' Louisiann I'lIrd1:'I~C 

( ,-,a. HOfclllll( ,.U""", c"Pn..'J.iun 1 1lf)lt~ hJ1Lr.., l'I1.Juh IN. I 1 

III 1803, wi.h one bold move, Pres ident Thomas Jefferson's 
ad m in istration do ubled the size of the United States , France's otTer o f 
the Louis iana T~ni tory-82 !iC ,OOO square miles of land e>"lending 'Vest 
o f the Mississ.i ppi River. in exchange:: fo r $ 15 m jllion- was 3illl pl) too 
good to resist The Treacy, dated Apri l 30, 1 80 ~ . was signed in Paris by 
Robert Li vingston and James Monroe.: and ratified by Congress on 
Octo b-Cf 20. Fiftec: n s. tates or parts Uf !:! t3tcs were carved fro m the vast 
le rritory, which was the s lflg[e largest acqui sition o f land III .S . 
hi sto ry . 

LuuishlDJI Purchtllf", \prll JO. I 
Sixteen ycurs earlier. c ritics o f the Co nstitution had Ilrgued that the ICilmmQI'C'••• 

origina l thirteen shHes already covered too vast a territory to be under a 
stngle government. In J80 • ~On1 c: European powers predicted thnt the 
huge addit ion of land w\,.lUl d be the death kne tJ of the American 
experiment and ..", ould cause the Union to degenerate imo com peting 
and warring fac tions. Jetlerso n, howe\'er~ believed it wo uld provid e- "a 
wide~spreDd fi eld for the blessi ngs of fn.--edom." The Louis ian 
T ClTi lOry added to the United States n weal th o f natural reso urces 
beyo nd anyone' lij ca lcula tions. Wc-.s.tward expansio n wa~ R disa:.tc r fo r 
the many indigenous peo ph..'s who had no say in the sale 0 lands they 
had inhabi ted for generatio ns. But the LouISIana Purchast: did not 
weaken the UJl ion; it s treng thened it. The transaction was more than a T~rrhory of Louisllllli (edtd b) 
brilli an t aet of d ip lo macy or a shrewd real estate dea l. h was a VOlt' of . ·Nnrt In rht= {lnitrd State_'!i by 

In·at)· of \pril 30. L803, rtoprin r confidence ill the future of a nedgling nation. 
frum (hI.: pamphlet .. t-1L'ltorit~1 
Skefch of LoulslfuI8,'" publi!lihrtJ 
the Grnenll I .and Offi ce . 1933 I. 

mo'" .,. . 
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Iclose thi s image Wlr 

Louisiana Purchase, April 30, J803 

Vie ... Im age: I I 2 

Loufsiann. rkansas, lissou 
'orth Dakota. South Dakota 

Oklahom Kansas. Colorad< 
Wyoming. Montana. Texa,. 
Me:dco. and \1innesota art 1 
parts o f states thnt \Vcr i;an/' 
territory ceded lO the United 
thi s trent),. 111is agreement St 
precedent o r thc Fcdcml G(l \ 
acquiring land by purchase. 

Tht! Louisiana Purch(c.t: agrc: 
made up of many documents 
Engli sh. some in French, TIli 
French copy oflh e agreemen 
terri tory 10 the United Slates . 
initia ls. "P.F. " em broidered ( 
and back covers. stand fo r "r 
Frnn¥ai.s;' which cranslatrcd n 
""renth People." With . Am 
Napoleon. Fi J1i1 Consul oflh, 
Repu blic, signed h is name-I 
on the final page ufthe docu 
thus crealed a vaSI nation tha 
stand aga ins( Great Britain. 

NatIonal Archi\-cs, (.iencrnI ReCfll 
Gm anmcnt 

http://www.archives.gov/national_archives _ experiencelcharterslcharters _ oCfreedom _zoom... 5/5/2005 

http://www.archives.gov/national_archives


NAKA IThe National Archives Experience Page 1 of 1 

Iclose th is Image "",r 

Territory of Louisiana ceded by France to tbe United States by treaty of April 
1803, reprinted from the pamphlet "Historical Sketch of Louisiana." publishet 
the General Land Office, 1933 
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MUlNGOflllECHoI!US fK[OEClARKI10H III INDEI'UIIl[fjC! TII£COIUTITU1lO11 IIlLIII IGHTS IIotPACTOrlllEIJIARItJI! 

next~pre" ious 

rhe Civil War -I he L:nioll 'IcalcJ in i3lood 

In!I'dmn (" ,hi..' \/rll ..• u-,,' a.\,\Il"~' I' i'~Jmll 10 Ihi! 'n'I.' hmJiIP elMt' aMH;. III , . hUI 11'ol.~ 81\ (', Iwd 11 hal II e prl..'_h.'n\! II~" ,J. 

Ifoh~l' \(IW. pr m,>anll' lost.. Ihl' /'Hl b(.'}.l. horf! uJ f:tll"th. 

Jill.....1 tU \h1 .lh••I11 ~ L.UIL1JJU. OU.l..Iulk.. I. !'''it-l 

September 17, 1862, was the bloodiest single day in U.S. bi story. An 
estimated 6.300 Union and onfede-nuc so ldie rs died at Antietam, 
Maryland, in. savogc battle that too,," place nearly a ye.r and a half 
in to the Civil War. It was one day in a v.ar that raged from 1861-65 
and CQst S ' lie 62J_000 lives. Tn a IOtal wttiona l populatioll of twenly ­
seven mil lion in 1860, th aI number \-\ Quld be proponionately 
eq uivalent to los ing 1l1 o re thil/l five m illio n roday . That bloody day 
marked the seventy· tiHh ann iversary of the s ignint: o rthe COllsti tul ion . 

At stake in the Civil War wns (he survival oflhe lnitcd States o f P re..c;iU cIH \ hnil h<tfll LiucolD', 

America as a single nation. Eleven Southern states. invoking the spirit \I~~gt! 10 <':ougru5 un the ~1. 1 


of 1776, se.eded from the Union in 186 1 to foml. n.tion they n.med Ih~ l Il ion. Denmbcr I. 1862., 

the Confederate tateS of \ me.rica. Thl! Federal .JovemmelH rc l\l~cd to ~l'I ~c l~lIl)ugrj ItllTn more-.... 


allow il. M""liive armies rep resenl ing thi;; Unio n and the Con redera~y 


squared olT in (} con f1icltho. t tested rhe c'Cperimcni in se lrMgovemm~nt 


as never before . At the end or thl' Civil \Var's carn llge. Ihe primacy of 

the Federal Govern ment over the stales was indisputably upheld. 


Americans had been wrestling wi th the fundumcnt8..1 uestion of 
nationhood since the ea.riicsl dnys o f the Revolu lion. ln 1774, a...;; Ih e 
British colonists stnJggled lO uni te in the cause of American liberty, 
Patrick Henry rose to addrC!lts the oOlinental Congress in one o f its 
carUc.st sess ions: "·fhe distinctions between irgin ians. Pennsy l\'anians 
and New Fnglanders are- n.u mOTe. I am not a Vi rgin ian, but an Abraham Li ncol n. ca. 1860-6~ 
Amcrican_" It took the! Civil War to make il so. rearn mort.•. 

http://www.archives.gov/nationai_archives_experience/charters/charters_oCfreedom_1 O.html 5/5/2005 

http://www.archives.gov/nationai_archives
http:carUc.st


· NAKA I Ihe NatIOnal Archives Experience Page J on 

Iclose thi s imag e wlr 

President Abraham Lincoln's Message to Congress on the State of the Union, 
December I, 1862, selected pages 

Vicw 100~ge: I 1 2 1 3 1 41 5 

'1 he Constitution requires lh~ 
President " . .. shall from tim 
give to the Congre-ss III formr 
Stoll! oflhe n ion.~' A$ was ' 
in the ninClcet1lh cenrury. the 
deli vered hi mcssag(! in \l,-ril 

congressional clerk read it .1 
Ihe final port ion of Presidenl 
SIlII. of Ih Union message I· 
for 1862. 

As Ihe L'llion lo} in shamble' 
shining vision of the mllion·~ 

persiSled in Ih. mind of ?res' 
1. incoln . Throughout the \ \OJ 

r;:xt"rcist'd extraurdinary PO\""I 
IrOI1 will 10 preserve for man 
lasl best, hope of earth. " 

'1auoO\:II t\rchh'CS . Records oftht 
-'-.hib lted "'Jm the permiSSIOn of t 

SenOlIC' 
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II'Charter. Idose this Image \.VIrIT 

Abraham Lincoln, ca. 1860--65 

In his fi rst inaugural address 
President ,,'braham Lincoln f 

secession was uncollstitution 
niun or the 3iates was per~ 

s l.:'les could not !eave it at \ \oj 

~:luooaJ A£\:hl"e~. ~t:'cnrds oflhc 
Chier:"li~n.al OffilX'f 

Iclose this Image wtr 
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MAl Of 111[ OIA1ITtlI5 f"tD£Cl.Aft~TIDN or DEl'tIIIl(Htf 

,--........-~-- ------ ­

I he I:.mlllf ~I.l\'ery in thl' 
fltt mm .. m,,'/J)'Oll UlJA," ,/r..·{!. thl.- mm ..' freedom 1\ \In.-'ngfh""l 'd 


and ,ht! J<1":c.//~' " ,Ill.' It!, 'urih ~fl'l<.' \/d1j' 


I F d l 'l' I...L. Ll.-ltl d~ .\!'lOIUlf ltlnl. '!tI..u ... ..rn.t· l .u....l lt" "~f'lJ."t:. " \ ,"I' lhu 1-. I\( I 


Th. four YOAri ofC' ivll War lIlol ripped apart Ihc nal ion from 1861 "'{;5 
achie .... ed whDt :!Ie\lcnty~fj-'tIc ycors uf t: ornpJ'olll ise I.: ou ld not: it resol ved 
oncoand (u r al l lllequesl!onof siavery in lIle United t.tes. By 1860, 
there were 4 .5 m illioo slaves in the United States. M ilitary necessity 
and the fo rce o f human pass ion fo r li berty pushed emancipat io n (0 the 
lOp or the nal ion'S ngenda. T wo major milestones marked slavery's 
fi oat deslruction du ri ng the war years : the Emanc ipation Procl a.mati on 
and the Thirteenlh Amendme nt to the Con stitution. 

President ,-\b raham Lincol n i"lS ucd the Emancipatioll [lroc lam mion on P rodam al ion ohhc Setrc'hlr) U 
Janu ary I , 1863 , <.kclari ng that "<lll pel'son" tH: IJ as :-,l a\ e .." \Nithin the "; 1:11 " :l uno uncl nJ.! Lh ~ ,..UOC'.,II, 
re bcll iOllS areas '"arc and heneeforward shal l be free. " It also Ihe Thirtft ll1h \ m(, nd nlrui lo tl 
an nounced Ihe acceptance of Fonner s laves into the UniclJl's armed Cunililul ioD, n « em btr Ht, '": 

forces . The Const itut ion grants extended powers (0 the President u'Jl!ctoo pMgd ltal',. mort ... 
during time.s of wlJ r. ;] nd <I l lhough it WOl lld nol pemli t the. Pres went to 
ifl le.rfe re with sluvery in (he stales un der nonn al cireumstances, it 
would do so during wartime . 

President LineDln fc.lrcd that the (;'rn an cipation 'Proelamation \~ould be 
overturn.ed once the war ended. A con~t i Hlt ional amendment would 
~nS llre th at slavery could nC'lrc r ag~l in resurface . l.ollgr~s form a lly 
proposed the T hirteenth Amendmen t ou tl awing sla....e ry on January 31 , 
1865; it was ralifie<i 011 December 6,18 65. 

.." arch ~1«ti n2.-l>t-c, JISI, I~ 
Waiti ng (or 1bc Hour,'" "Ia\'r. ~ 

8:"sitiJJj! thot mOOlen t wlltn t il '" 
l ;man(".iplltinn I'm(:l:.!mati(m cd 

tfftt' t, oEl ll !l iDlln~ ( r~produ(nOi 
" illiam Toim2n Carl fun, lIot 4..11 
Itarn m9fC:.,. 
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[ cloie this Ima ge \VI ~ 

Proclamation of the Secretary of State announcing the ratification or the Thirl 
Amendment to the Constitution, December 18, 1865, 
selected pages 

View Imaee: 1 1 Z I3 14 I5 1 ~ I7 

III less than fifty words. the 1 
Aml~ndment outlawed !tlu\'cr 
United lales. 

Am omlmen I X III 

Section 1. N ithcr sluvery n( 
invol untary s~rvilUd~, e;xcepl 
pun Ishment fo r crime where< 
shall h.-e been duly convictl 
exist within the Uni ted State! 
place subjecllo Iheir JllI'isdic 

Section 2. COT1¥ress shall ha 
enforce Ihis aniel. by "ppror 
leg is lation. 

Nl)tulIlul A rchi 'Veil, ('i(:ncrw R el.:oJ l 

Go"\ ..·! lIIn~m 
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Po\C'r or H E C W t1mS 

nex f " prevIous 

nirl"tl ~rarc~ :lS a Beacon of Liberty - Immigrarion 
rift. h().~'/m (., 1ml'rinJ is oren lu Ned\.'( 11m rml. ,hi..' (" ll,"It·", ~\; I ~:'iPl'L'lilMt! Slran",,',. 


hut 'he> IJJ!fJl"~'~" 4'\ /ICn"'t.:Ult.'d uf tIll \.uirm.\ I\: Nt!Ji![iofll" 


ll'hrtn, l't,' ~h(lll \1 dlcmn • .' 10 1.1 purllt:ll'llfrol/ 01 till ollr fight" l~ jWc:,·i!c.J.:t'\ 


(1':011.:,1: "d1JulI~II ,n .'."I,hl.'\ 11' In"loh 11I1I111ll.l.lilt.,. ~".' I I h.llll.h"l1lh.'1I I, ) U.J\ Id H 1I111ItU...... . L.t:.t.... mbLt .!~ I~ , 

America's earl iest senlers who came in seard . of religious fl1:cdom in 
the s~\'en teenlh century P3S3Cd on a vision of America as a ~h i n i ng 
beacon of hopt:.o Ihe lVorld .hal "ill ,hines today. Belween 1820 and 
2001 , more than six tjM ven m illion people me to thl! United Statc ~ 
from every comer of lhc g lobe, lured by the- promise of li berty and 
opportuni ty . The opcn ~doo r policies of the ea rl y yean; o f the n::public 
evC!!ntually gave way in the late-nineteent h century to more restrictive 
measures dri ven by cOrlcerns for the nation'S economy and securi ty. 
Fear of fon:ign~r::, and racial prejudice h:tvC' also influenced policies 
that t.xcludrd rather (l Inn welconled immigrdnls. But the wigh to honor U('ctl or C in. ~ Iatue of Libf"rl~, 
the idea l of Am erica ;]s a safe haven persists . Two-thirds of the seventy 4. 188-1 Jurn mll rt':.•. 

mill ion people whQ have le ft Europe sinct 1600 have come to 
Ame rica. Mi llions more have COUle from Asia, Africa, and Lalin 
America . 

Toda . tht.' ni ted States pulses with the energ) or a d izzying mix of 
cultures, racc~, religions. and languages. The people o f the Uni ted 
States are jo ined to~cther. not by religion, rdCt!., or genealogy~ but by a 
sh"n:d sel of beliefs aboul freedom . In 1989, th e fo rtielh Pres idenl r 
the Uni1ed States, Ronald Reagan , reflected on the currenl slate of the 
American Dream: "Aftl' f 200 yean .. . [America'sl still it beacon. slil l 
a magnet for a ll \-\ ho mUSLhave freedom. for all the pilgrims from all 
the lost places who are hun ling through the darkness, toward horne." 

p revIous next 
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III/Charters 0rFreedoll1 
. n 4tl I I , I I" 

Deed of Gift, Statue of Liberty, July 4, 1884 

1 

".g' • · l . .. 
~ . .. 

Page I of 1 

~ thIS Image wlr 

"Liberty Enlightening the W. 
commonl} kno\\ u as the Stal 
Liberty. was a gift from the r 
Frallce to the people o f the L 
Stmes. It smnds in l'\cw Yod 
Conceived by the French ~cu 
Frederic de Barthold i. it cel. 
cenlU ry f friendship bet"'.. 
tlmions. In her left aml. Lad~ 
holds a tablet inscribed" ith 
the Dec laration of Independe 
1776. 

Built on a colossal scale. the 
become one of the most pole 
or humnn freedom. The fult1 ( 
composed b) mma Laz..1rus 
And lII~cribcd 0 11 the pedestal 
gi",es voice to 3: strain ofidcl 
celebrates tile Un ited States ~ 
fo r the oppressed peoples of 

"Gh'l! me ~j lll l'" l in d, ) uur Il 
\ 'Cl ur huddltd ma,~ )t.sr n 
br..... lhe rrtc, 
The " rt:icbtd refuse of~oal 

short. 
~I!nd thtM~:. Lhr homeless Itl 
fli t, 

I lift m) tam p btodele Ih got 

from -1 he ew ('ulo!i-"iu.'i.·' b 
l azarus 

Nallon,,1 Ardll\"r~. vcnt"l1li R~~('II 
lXpUl'tfllent of SUlk 

Iclose th is ima ge Wlr 
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tH[ DlJ:lAJlAnOll or INO[p[Nl)l!jCE lJI[COIIsrnul1llN mE 81lLID IOOlfT$ IMPI\CTOFTHU:11 IITlRS 

~preVIOU ~ 

If lI 'tJ\· H' ,1,1' 1'1<:(11'/(.', 1101 I, Ih.: II /t, l, .. flU/It. 'Ith.:n\, IJ(lr J,'I I,' Il't' mdt.. (:IIr ... 'n~. 

/lUI II '\. , ' he 1rIm!" r"~(Jrh' '" 110 f"m,~'d ,111\ (nllm 

H. \ulhum. 1 7t " .... II .. {Jal11\! hw ,l l .\ . ( .JIIJUl IoU \ o( :" 'IJlI=a:h dd"('h:~l lflUU\\U l<.!, het ..lm :". k.. \ u lute III th: d \....'u*', ut I 

When the Constitution took effect in 1789. it did not "secure Ihe 
bless ings of liberty" to all prople. The expansion ofrigh b and li berti ~; 
has bt.-e n achieved over lime, as p1!ople once exclw.led from the 
protections of the Con!l litution a~sened IhlJlr rights set fo rth in Ihe 
Declaration of Independence. 111ese ,I\mcricans have fostered 
movements resul ting in laws, Supreme Court dec ision s, and 
conslinuiollaJ amendments thal have narruwcd the gap netwl:cn the 
ideal and the rea lity of American freedom. 

Al lho time of the flrSI Pr<S lde lJ ti a l elec tion in 1789. o nly 6 percent o f l'nlflsrript 01 SU5$IIn O. \nlln)n) 
the population- white. male property OWners- \vas e iinible to vOle. H 1C IdrimOn) ill • prC'-tri al b~"rlnl: 
fifteenth Amendmefl.! eXlended the ri ght to vote to fonner male ~ I EI "' C:s br:(on a l.,. ~. Commb:5-lonf l', 
in 1870; Ame rj can Indiuns gained the vole undc:r u hm' passed by '0' ember 19,1 872. kl« t('d (nl) 

ongress in J9l4; and women. gained the vOle with the rall1ication of Itarn T1)Ottr" 

the Nineteenth ~mertdmenl in 1920. 

Susan B. A Mlhon), J evoled some Ii fty years of her 1 i fe II.} the cause: of 
woman suftroge. Afte r cas ilng her ballo t in the 1812 elect ion in her 
hometo wn f Rochester. New York. she \\'85 nrrested, ind ic led ~ tried , 
aud convicted fo r voting illega lly . AI her two~day trial in June rg73 . 
which she desc ribed as " t.he greafest judicial outrage history has e ver 
recorded," she was. conv icled and st."I11rncw t.o pay a fi nc.= of $lOO and 
coun costs. 

/\nthony too~ fu ll advantage of the high-profile case to promote the: SUSltu B • . An tbo n) ~ nul dMI~d I~ 
cause of \.\" oman sufTmgc:. ln a speech delivered repealedly in 1872- 73. mo rt... 
she exhorteu he r listeners 10 "fight Olli' ban le fo r tho ba llot all 
peaceably , btu nevertheless persistently through 10 complete triumph, 
when all United Sta tes cl ti 7,.ens shall bc.. rt.'I.'O£1l i7,ed as equals befo re the 
law. '" Women gained the vote ,-,ith thl! passage o f the Nineteenth 
Amend ment to the Constitution in 1920. fourteen yean, after Anthony's 
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(f :.... ., '. ..J ._. 


;· I!.4.~1 ; 1"" ~~ • •C~) ' ~.L;' ...-- . ....... /Jl.tJ] &-(, ..d -. •."r 

~..'JJ.' ty t t.. rt.. f..,..... .L..~ ~~. / 1 1 d /''''!' . 2JIV ,!V' .. J JI 

~ .~ . .., ;L,":" '1 Q j) ~/ . J.u>:I. y-'. ....:/ .;,,;, / _1: 

~L;" Q~. t",-r !" .d ~)'>,, ~ """ "," . ;"."J. . () t:/ .,( 
1 . ,t ;; tr 4<' t fl" J ( / , t .. f'1 ..... (5) U n.d., '. ' I ~: ~ n C~""'1..- .( 

t_rl r/'tc-.:.....n.~ . ~ 
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r. 
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; . ("..,. ~. l , f ~ I ' /F~ "i t I 
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1II'Clwrfers Or Freed01n Iclose this Image ...·/lr 
.. r," (::til I ) I' T 11 I)" 


Susan B. Antbony not dated 


National Arch i.... es. Records l 

Women's Bureau 

Iclose th is .mage W!r 
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f ,t CH,o.IIltIIS mE DmAMTllIN Of 0[1' BENCE 1lI[QlNsmUI na:BlU.D! GKTli ,,,PAC] OflllHIIAllTUIS 

_ p revlou'lr 

[ 


Glob.l l lmpact of rhl: .h:lfters of I-rceJom 
II:.. lIamt! .~ ~ltJdh·d on,11.: I Minh (ll.lll~' I "T ·~A lIa,. \p,-t'lid 


m'l" lot) much qj ,It, ;.:!obl'lu be t'ltingui'l/k.'d h\ lhcl f~r!blt.· ('1ff,!lth!.' uf dl'sp"'i~m 


wI/he l unlrm)' III!.!.,. will f • .'unnUllf! ,h~\4 ",'nglnl'!) uuJ tIl/who WUf A th.:m. 


h OIll the earliest d ;)y~ of the Repll blic, thi s nat ion's Founde rs be lie ved 
that the United Stat("s had a spec ial mi5siu n In the world. Gecrgc 
Wash ington spo"-e of it o n April 30, 17R9. moments afte r taking the 
oath ofo llic( as fi rsr Pn::sidtnt of the [l ited States. "The preservatioll 
o f tho sa red fi re of li b<rty, and the destin) o f the Republ ican modd of 
Govern ment, arc justly con5 i dc~d as deepl), . perhaps as fi nall y slaked. 
on the experiment t'1u ruSicd to the hands of lhe America n p~op l e. 1! The 
suctess or rheir experjmcnt, Ihese early Americans hoped, would 
hasten lhe ::. pread r li berty around the g.lobe. 

f-'rt, iduf George UU.Jb 't SUl le ( 
III the IirS' century folio" ing the D<:clw'ation of I nd pend.nco. Ihe l lnlon Add rtU. J Il"U1.' I')' 3 . , 
movements in Fi~nce, Belgium . Poland. Non va) . witzerland. as weI{ 19'90, KI~('ltd puga lea...m mO~B· 
as in VencLut: la. Mexico. 3nd Argentina drew both inspiration au d 
practical lessons from the American Revoluti on (Old its landmark 
documents. During Ihe nineteenth cen tu ry, the ~ldopti0n of written 
consirtuliol1S o ft en accompam ed chclllgcs in governments in Europe 
and Lati n J\ merica. 

In 19 17. (here were approximately a dozen democracies in (he world. 
Today, there a re more fhm1 one hund n."d. and most o[lhem have 
wr itten constituLiolls. hile the chnners of many of lhese. !latiol1s vary 
gr~atl y from the U.S. Constitulion. its endumnce and 'itab ili ty has 
surely lent encouragement and credibil ity to the caw·l' of freedom· 
loving people evcl)'""here \\'ho ha\rc labored to throw o ff lyr.mnical 
reg imes and uc'Vise for themselves a system o f se lf·decermination and 
govemm(;'nl based on the consen t o f the governed. 
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AND ~E YE/oR AGO. ERICH HO~ECJ(ER OF EAST GtRIIANY 

Cl..llMED IlISlQI\l' AS HIS GUIDE. HE PREOICHD IHE BE~U~ 

W~~HOllii8...lMlOll[DJEAqS. TODAY·· LESS 

TIWI ()HE TEAR LAnR •• JT 'S TlIE WAlL TliAT'S 111510111 .• 

III 

REM" UBLE EVENTS .• EVENTS THAT f1JLFll l lIl[ l OIfll · 

HELD HOP ES OF THE Al!OUCM PEOPLE. .. (YOITS IHAT 

YM.lIlATEIJI[ L()HG· SIAHIlIHG GOALS OF AI!!lt.lCM POuey 

A POLICT BASCD ON A SINGlE ,~lfIHJ!t6_e&I!I.t1l'U : THE 

CAUSE Of all!!!J!I.• 

Al!ERICA •• NOT JUST Jru....M.ull!t .. RUT M-j OIA. /I 

ALIYE IN THE MINOS OF PEOPLE EVERnol~E. AS THIS .rw 
IIIlRLD TAK:S SH.~·E, AMERICA STANDS AT TIl( C£ljTER or A 

1I111EHIIIG CIRCLE OF FREUI()H • • lllOM. TOHOR~OII AND nno 

TIlE HEIT C(HUmy. • 1/ 

In 1989,3. series of revoluLio 
through central Eo15tern Euro 
peoples of Pol.lid, Hungar~, 
GcnunnYt Czechoslovakin. a 
threw off the communist reg, 
had held their (:ountries in un 
irun grip for more than fony 

De livering his Su.ue o r the U 
,\ ddress ill 1990, P=idell! e 
remarked on the st unning ad 
freedom tiUI! nad cop!ured lh 
attenlion O\·er the previous ) , 
he rccnllcd on inc iden t mal t( 
th(' midst of the revol ut ion in 
C7echoslovakia . Al a worlel 
oUlSi d~ Prague. il brewery VI 

10 lne platform and begnn to 
words of the Decla rat ion of 
Indepe ndence: "We hold the, 
be se lf·evidenl . .." Speaki"l 
of more than one lhou&1.nd " 
said • .. Americans understood 
rig.hts Illore than 200 years a~ 
only now learning tu believe 
cfllilled to the saml:' ri~.hts .-

N:JllfNUtJ I\n;:h.lvo!S . «:00,,«: Ou... h I 
I IMI10' Qnd MUSc: Uln, ColIC1;C: SILl 
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In 1989, a series of re\o'oltnio 
througb central Ea:,II:!01 Eum 
peoples af Poland, Hungary. 
Gemlilny. Czec-hoslo", ak ia., a . s . tbre\\ on' the communi&l t'egt 
had held tlh..'j r ollntries in ml 

011_ NATl(l'f 15 I"E ENQuRI N\; OIIEAM OF EVEAY iron grip for more than fony 

IlttIGItMY IIItO ,YEA 5[1 fOOT OM YlIESE SIIORU •• AND m E 
Dd ivc:ring h is Swte of the 

MILL IONS STILL 51 RUG&L IH6 TO Bt f REt . f HIS NATION .. Add", in t 990. Pres ide" , B 
remorked on the stunning ad­

DIU..II!fA.C~!lro ""E~ill · · IIM AND ALWAYS W1LL BE· · ~ 
freedem ' " ," had captured In 

8DU1l1tkO . O\IR NEW WORLD. i" atten tion over the prev ious}l ' 
he reculled an incident Ihol It 
(he midst of the revolution in 

AT A WORKERS · RALLY ·· IN A PLACE CALLED Czechoslovakia. At f\ worker 
outside Prague, a brewery we8RANIK IBRAH · MEEK] ON TIlE OulSKlHS OF PIIAGUE •• THE 
10 the pl.,rem, and began 10 

IDEA CAl~EO ~£RIC. .VE. • WORXU<, DRUS ED I N v.'ords of the Dcdorntion of 
GRL~Y OVERALLS . R! I ES 10 SPEAK AT TH E FACT09Y GATES. Independence: '·W. hold the: 

be sclr-eviden l . . ..' Speakinj 
HE BEGINS HI S , ?EE CH TO HIS FllLIlII cn I ZE.! WIT1l T1IESE of more than one thousand \\0 

WORDS •• WORDS Of A ~ REVOLUTION : sa id. " Americans understood 
rights mure than 200 years al 
only now leam ing to believe 

" w( HOLD !H£S E TlI UIliS TO BE SElf· EVI DEHl . THAT en titlc:tI 10 the same righlS.~· 

AU HF.N 4lIE CR£Ano EQUAL. THAT TIlEY 4lIE EHDO~ED BY 	 Natioonl Ar,hive.s Geo1S,;" Bu"h I 
I ,t'lII,,.,,, ami Mu.~um 'otitIC ~lD

TIIElA CREATOR III TI. CERl olN lI'<AlIEHACLE RIGHIS, lAND) 

INAT ~HG TIIEIE ARE lIFE , LIBrRIY AND THE PU~SUII OF 

HAPPINESS . ,. /I II / 
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